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On Wednesday evening a serious accident took place near the entrance to

a London Tube Shelter, causing the death by suffocation of a number of people.

According to accounts so far received, shortly after the air raid alert

sounded substantial numbers of people were making their way as usual towards

the shelter entrance. There were nearly 2,000 in the shelter, including

several hundred who had arrived after .the alert, when a middle-aged woman

burdened with a bundle and a baby tripped near the foot of a flight of 19

steps which leads down from the street. This flight of steps terminates on a

landing, woman fell down the last two or three steps and lay on the

landing. Her fall tripped an elderly man behind her and he fell similarly.

Their bodies again, tripped up those behind them, and. within a few seconds a

large number of- people were lying on the lower steps and the landing completely

I..coking the stairway. Those coming in from the street could not see exactly
what had taken place and continued to press down the steps, so that within a

minute there were hundreds of people crushed together and lying on top of one

another covering the landing and the lower steps.

By the time it was possible to extricate the bodies it was found that a

total at present estimated at 1 73 had died and that a further 60' were in need

of hospital treatment.

Statements from a large number of eye-witnesses, and members of .the

police and Civil Defence Services make it clear that there was no sign of

panic before the accident on the stairs, No bomb fell anywhere in this

district during the evening.

Preliminary reports received by the Hone Secretary and Minister of

Home Security indicate that police, wardens, soldiers, W.V.S., and civilians

worked hard and well to rescue the victims.

Mr,' Morrison has instituted the fullest enquiries to establish in

greater detail what took place; and to see whether any structural or,

administrative weaknesses have been brought to light.
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