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THIS EMBARGO SHOULD BE RESPECTED OVERSEAS BY PREFACING

ANY MESSAGES FUEL WITH THE EMBARGO

The Brine Minister has sent the following telegram to the Brine

Minister of Australia,

I feel I must let you know at once how deeply I an

touched By the terms of your announcement about the

Spitfire fighter squadrons. It is a great satisfaction

to me to learn of the ascendancy they have immediately
established over the enemy, and it is my earnest wish

that these squadrons, which are manned by airmen from

Australia and Britain, will long continue to give you

powerful aid in your magnificent fight against the

Japanese, I am sure that their only desire will be to

live up to the high traditions of the armed forces of

Australia and their only aim to hasten the certain

victory over Japan.

10. DONNING STREET



2

The following is the text of the statement which was

made by Mr. Curtin, Prime Minister of Australia, on Thursday,
4th March 1943 and is issued for the guidance of the press:

"It gives me great pleasure to he able to announce the presence in Australian

"battle areas of Spitfire Fighter squadrons. These squadrons have been in Australia

for some time, but their presence has hitherto been kept secret in order to exploit
to the maximum the element of surprise. This objective has been realised* On

Tuesday last they took part in the interception of an enemy force over Darwin, when

the enemy suffered a decisive defeat, losing six planes out of his total raiding

force of 15.

2, The personnel of these squadrons includes members of the R.A.F., as well

as members of the R.A.A.F., who have been training under the Empire Air Training

Scheme, They have taken part in many air battles against the Luftwaffe, and have

gained for themselves a high reputation. The squadrons have come to Australia as

complete units, bringing with them their ground personnel and all equipment.

3. I am especially glad to be able to make this announcement now in advance

of the departure of the Minister for External Affairs on his second mission abroad,
for the despatch of these squadrons to Australia was the result of a special arrange-

ment made between Mr, Churchill and Dr, Evatt during Dr, Evatt’s visit to Britain

lost May. It was, of course, one of the objects of Dr, Evatt’s mission to present

the case for increased air strength for this theatre, I have previously paid tribute

to the great service rendered to Australia by Dr, Evatt during his mission and I am

pleased to be able to disclose that this contribution by the United Kingdom to our

defence was one of the material results which flowed directly from his journey to

Britain, In doing so, I wish to emphasise that the form of this contribution was

determined by Mr, Churchill himself, whose response to Dr, Evatt’s representations
was immediate and characteristic* While it was recognised on all hands that

geographical and strategical considerations dictated that the primary responsibility
for the South West Pacific Area should, be that of the U.S.A., Mr, Churchill has always

made it clear that this has not in any way lessened Britain’s interest in the security
of Australia and he 'personally conceived the idea of despatching these squadrons

which are a material expression of the constant mutual support which binds together

the Nations of the British Commonwealth, I have already expressed our thanks to

Mr* Churchill and to the British Government for making these squadrons available,

but I take this opportunity of giving public expression to our gratitude for this

splendid gesture on the part of the United Kingdom.

4, As is well known, the Spitfire has a magnificent record in air operations

in other theatres of war, The aircraft with which these squadrons are equipped

have been specially adapted for tropical conditions and will undoubtedly still further

enhance the reputation of an already famous machine.

5.0 Our Air Forces in this theatre, who have fought so valiantly and with such

success against the Japanese, will be inspired and heartened by this new accession

of strength, and by the reflection that, just as Australian airmen are fighting with

British airmen in the Mother Country, so British airmen are taking their part in the

Defence of Australian territory against the Japanese, Curtin",
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