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PASTOR GEORG MOELLER

PASTOR GEORG- MOELLER is the first Norwegian clergyman to escape from Norway since the

great struggle of the Norwegian Church reached its climax in the autumn of 1 942. He has

been in the very heart of the struggle right from its commencement in January, 1941, when

the seven bishops of Norway, headed by Dr, Eivind Berggrav, Bishop of Oslo, issued their

famous denunciation of the arbitrary conduct and ruthless measures of the Nasi authorities

in Norway.He himself,as supervisor of religious instruction at the elementary school at

the South Norwegian town of Skien, where he was co-pastor of the parish church, witnessed

one of those brutal assaults of quisling Stormtroopers on school boys which was mentioned

in the indictment drawn up by the bishops.

In the autumn of 1941 he had the 'honour' of being one of the first Norwegian clergy-

men to be arrested and imprisoned by the Gestapo - for giving an address to the Young

Men's Christian association in Skien in the course of which he openly advised the young men

that it was in accordance with their Christian faith to take up the fight against great

powers which were denying Christian principles, (An extract from this address is given

below),

After spending 12 weeks in No. 19 Mollergaten (Oslo’s principal prison). Pastor

Moller was released on February 23, 1942, just in time to learn that the seven Norwegian

bishops had decided to break off relations with the Nazi-controlled State by laying down

their official functions,, He returned to his work at Skien and on Easter Sunday he heard

his Rector declare from the pulpit of Skien Church that he, in common with all the other

clergymen of Norway, had, decided that the time had come to follow the example of their

bishops and resign from their State offices, although carrying on their vocation of

ministers to the spiritual needs of the people.

The Norwegian Church had now broken itself entirely free from the Nazi-controlled

State. Throughout all the subsequent episodes in this great fight for religious freedom

arrest and interment of Bishop Berggrav of Oslo; the illegal ordination of quisling

'bishops'; the expulsion of clergymen from their parishes and the arrest of many others;
the banning of the Provisional Church Council, which had taken over the temporary leadership

of the Norwegian Church; and the abortive 'peace negotiations’ between this 'Banned'

Provisional Church Council and the quisling Church Department - Pastor Moller, like

hundreds of other Norwegian clergymen, carried on quietly and steadfastly with the work of

preaching the gospel, ministering to the sick and dying, baptising infants and confirming

young people, and stiffening the moral backbone of the Norwegian Home front by wise words

and courageous example, for this work, Pastor Holler and his 1100 fellow-clergymen

received, of course, no State salaries, and were dependent upon the voluntary contributions

of their congregations. Pastor Holler will have many interesting stories 'to tell about

the fight of the Norwegian Church, including, for example, the way the congregations dealt

with the small handful of clergymen - only about 30 in all - who put themselves at the

disposal of Quisling and the Germans.

Extracts from an Address given by Pastor Georg Moeller to the Skien Y,M,C,A« in October,
1941:

CHRISTIANITY AND WAR

"To many, Christianity is only a means of finding peace. They point to the words of

Jesus about finding peace in Him, and say that He died so that we should get peace and be

saved, for such people Christianity is often solely an assurance of eternal life, some-

thing in the nature of a life insurance policy. They put their salvation their pocket
and do not bother about the fate of others. In that way Christianity becomes individual-

istic and self-centred.

"But St, Paul says in the Epistle to the Romans that he would willingly be 'accursed

from Christ' in order to save Israel, He shows us that it is the duty of.the individual
to live according to God’s will. The question is: do we submit to it - are we willing to

proclaim it?

"God revealed Himself once in Israel and its history. Israel rejected Christ, His

Church is now the place where God reveals Himself.

"Christianity is not an individualistic religion of life insurance. It is the

struggle for the realisation of God’s will, the struggle for God’s Kingdom, Only by-

participation in this struggle can the individual find salvation, through the sacrifice

of Himself.

"Christianity cannot bless all wars, When Great Powers destroy the culture and the

economic life of other peoples, it has been shown that, they must either deny or distort

Christianity, Power politics and Christianity do not go well together. On the other hand,
this war we are' 'fighting together with Europe rs "other oppressed peoples is a war that we

'can fight with a good conscience It is God's will that; every people shall preserve and*

cultivate its’ distincTive characteristics. He have not experienced such a serious crisis

since the
(

struggle between Reformation and anti-Reformation. We cannot win this war with-

ut offering our very lives. If we fail to do that, history will condemn us. If we do do

it, however, Christianity will triumph in this conflict between two rival Views of life,"
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