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R.A.F REGIMENT HAS A NEW TASK

When the Royal Force Regiment was formed in the-days when an

attack on this country appeared immenent, its role was to protect

the airfields against enemy assault.

Recent fighting in Libya, however, has seen the' regiment charged
with a new task while following in the wake of the armoured divisions

which overran the enemy airfields after the break-through at El Alemein,

It fell to units of the regiment to mop up the various pockets of

resistance which still remained, and to place the airfields in a

state of defence prior to being occupied by advanced flying squadrons.

The Regiment was charged also with the very important duty of

lifting the many mines which had been planted by the enemy to prevent
the use of the airfields by our fighters and bombers.

It will he seen that the role of the Regiment has in no way

diminished in importance, but has changed from the defensive to the

offensive. This necessitates an even higher state of efficiency
-aid physical fitness and a careful review of the man-power available.

Some of the personnel, both officers and other ranks, have had to

be made available for other duties in the R.A.F., and recruiting for

the Regiment, as well as for other duties in the R.A.F. has had to be

curtailed to conform to the many calls for the nation’s manpower.

But the ground fighting in the nay not in future he

confined to men of the R.A,F. regiment. All Branches must be able

to take their port in defence if necessary. Fitters, armourers, riggers,

cooks, butchers, electricians, aircraft hands • cobblers one. men of all

trades are nov/ trained in the use of arms.

Stiffened by the hard core of the whole-time soldiers of the

R.A,F. Regiment, all branches of ground personnel will be well

qualified to repel any attack on the airfields they guard, *

With every Expeditionary Force that goes overseas In future there

will be a contingent of the Regiment ready to meet the Germans

in on offensive role, trained, armed and equipped in a manner which

will enable them to carry on the good work which began in Libya at

Fuka and El Daba.


