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MR. C.R. ATTLEE'S SPEECH AT ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE

Following is the text of a speech to he made this

afternoon by the Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs.

Last Sunday, in a series of great meetings throughout the length and breadth of

the land, we celebrated Red Army Day, We paid tribute to those great Russian
victories that have thrust back the enemy from their farthest points of contact in

Stalingrad and in the Caucasus; that have driven them back many hundreds of miles;
that have inflicted tremendous losses on the enemy. At the same time we paid
tribute to the men of our own and other allied forces. We remembered the victory of

El Alamein, the pursuit of Rommel for more than 1,500 miles, and the landing of our

own and the American forces in North Africa, We thought, too, of the successes of

the Australian and American forces in New Guinea, and Guadalcanar and at sea in the

Pacific theatre of war. In doing so, I think all of us realised that the great
achievements of the Russians were not only due to the magnificent spirit of the

fighting forces but to the men and women in the munition works and to all those

engaged in the tremendous work of keeping,supplied throughout their advance the

enormous masses of the Red Army, We remembered, too, our own contribution and paid
our tribute to our British crews in battle against the enemy and the rigours of an

Arctic winter in bringing supplies to our Russian ally. In the same way, while we

paid homage to the fighting valour of all those engaged in the campaigns in Africa, we

realise that many people at home bear their share in those victories. The arms and

munitions were largely produced in many factories and workshops; they were transported
over leagues of ocean by the British merchant seamen, guarded by the Royal Navy and

the Royal Air Force, I am sure that all of you realise what it meant in fighting
these campaigns so far away, what a wonderful co-operative effort is needed to

bring a great mass of munitions right round the cape up to Egypt and then by the

long road from Egypt to Tunisia, This week in the House Sir James Grigg gave

some startling figures of what that work meant in terms of cargo. One million tons

of stores, 500,000 men and 50,000 tanks, guns or vehicles sent round the Cape in

one year.

While for the North African landing, 185,000 men, 20,000 vehicles and 220,000
tons of stores had to be moved to ports in three weeks.

We must think also of that battle of the Atlantic, in which despite all the

difficulties and despite grievous losses we do maintain the constant supplies to

this Island, This island, at one time as it seemed, the last refuge of freedom

in Europe, has now become the advanced base of the western democracies, whence we

gather and launch attacks upon the enemy by sea, land and air, and it is too a great

arsenal of democracy. We celebrated Rod Army Day end paid our tribute to all the

fighting forces of all the united nations in a spirit of thanksgiving for past perils

overcome and in a spirit of sober confidence in the future.

GERMAN PROPAGANDA CHANGES

I think everyone of us must have drawn a contrast between the conditions then

and the conditions only a year ago. During the last few months, thanks to victories

by ourselves and by our allies, there has come about a changed attitude of mind; a

changed attitude of mind in this country, and also in Germany, In Germany, and in

the countries which are called her allies, but which arc hardly to be distinguised

from occupied territories, there has come about a change from confidence in victory

to a gloomy realisation of eventual defeat. The Nazis, instead of telling their

people of the New Order in Europe which they were to establish in a world in which the

Germans had become the master race, are now asking their people to contemplate the

terrible things which will happen if they are defeated. They employ now the

stimulus of fear, instead of the stimulus of hope. In Britain and in the countries

of the united nations, on the other hand, there has come increased confidence in the

certainty of ultimate victory. While people know that there arc still hard battles

to be fought and that blood and sweat and tears must be our portion for some time yet,

nevertheless they are beginning to look beyond the war and to contemplate the

conditions in which, in peacetime, normal life will be taken up again.
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I think that this is all to the .yoqd, provided we do not of ti>e. '
post-War world to make us relax-our efforts, provided:that wo do not’allow-different
views of solution of post-»war*problems to break the',unity of the nation which is

essential, for victory. Remember that the victory is not yet;.won, and'that that prime
task still has to be accomplished - the utter defeat and.pverthrow of Nazism and all

that it stands for. ■ t u'

We have declared that Germany must be utterly defeated, We have never declared
or desired the extermination of the German people, but in the light of the barbarous
ferocity with which the Germans are, as a deliberate act of policy, exterminating Poles
and Jews in the occupied countries, and deliberately wiping out those elements in the

subjected nations are the spearpoint of national resistance and which represent
the finest elements in the national life of their countries, there can be no easy way

out for the Germans.

Some of you may remember that in the early months of the war British Labour sent
a message to the German people which stated

;- "We must warn you that Hitler andhis

system prepared and started this war, He could not continue it if you ceased

supporting him," German conquests were.achieved and German atrocities perpetrated
because the Germans obeyed Hitler’s commands. Too many of them have been the willing
instruments pf his policy; German youth has been deliberately corrupted and barbarized.
There is no evidence even today that the German people as a whole have undergone a

change of heart arid wish to have, done with the Hitler regime and turn to the road which
the free people of the world are resolved shall be followed. It will be a long and
difficult task to re-educate those whose whole natures have been so deliberately
distorted, and total defeat is the first essential stop in that process of re-education.
But , after the Nazis have bean defeated and after just retribution; has been exacted
from those who have launchedall this misery on the world, there must be among all the
united nations a firm determination to prevent successfull aggression Over occurring again.

We who fought in the last war, and did our part in defeating Germany in the
field, believed that never again would there be. in our-lifetime another world war.

We were bitterly disappointed at the failure to establish throughout the world a

permanent system for improving the ruleof law. We must see to it that that mistake
is not repeated, but remember that if we want to avoid the repetition of another. world
war, we must be prepared to accept responsibilities and burdens of maintaining world

peace. I say "we", but not we alone, Events have shown that When war breaks out in

the modern world it touches everyone. The responsibility for preventing it cannot be

left to one nation; it must be accepted as a duty by all the nations which desire peace.

MINISTERS & POST WAR PLANNING

In the Atlantic Charter there was laid down very clearly the determination to

achieve victory and. to rid the world of fear. No less surely was. it laid down that we

must rid the world of want
•

The Atlantic Charter is not just a vague aspiration. It

sets out very briefly the principles on which the post-war world must be built,and I

want-every one of you to ’realise that just as although we are confident of victory,
we know that the achieving of it is going to be no easy thing, so the building up of a

world from which want will be banished is going to be no easy thing. It will require

unity of purpose; it will need full between all men and women of good will

Inside every country, and it will need full co-operation not only in the prevention of

war, but in the promotion of prosperity between all the nations of the world, We have

to learn the lessons of this war. No nation can live unto itself alone. The

prosperity of one nation is not enhanced but endangered by the poverty of another.

There are great problems which are common to the world as a whole and which can only
be solved in so far as the nations are prepared to stand together and work together on

the basis of political and economic co-operation.

I have said that the minds of many people are turning, as the war moves on, towards

those problems, although necessarily the greater part of our preoccupations are with

the actual carrying on of the fight. It is the same with the• Government. Inevitably
the greater part of its energies must still be given to the problems of the war. As a

member of the War Cabinet, the greater part of my time is taken up by matters concerned

with the actual problems of the fight by land, sea and air, by problems of the provision
of munitions and of all our various wants, the questions of food supply, questions of

msnpower, questions of transport, andmany other things. As Dominions secretary, I

am mainly occupied by the day to day work of keeping contact with the Dominions on war

matters, but part of my time even so in both capacities is devoted to the consideration

of post-war problems. It is the same with all my colleagues, though the extent to

which they are concerned with these problems varies. There is, for instance, a more

direct connection for the Ministers of Health, Labour and Education than for the

Ministers in the fighting services, but all have their share.
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There are two reasons why we have to consider these things. First, because so

much that is done for the war has its repercussions for the post-war period, and second,
because as every thoughful man and woman ought to recognise, even when the blood has

ceased to flow, and perhaps even when the tears have ceased to fall, we shall have

need to sweat to create the kind of world we want. Hard work, thought and determination

are necessary if we are to win the eace as well as the war.

It is for this reason that we have entrusted your member, ny old friend and

colleague, Sir William Jowitt, with the general oversight of the investigation into

post-war problems and the preparatory work which is necessary. This of course does

not mean that all the work is done by him and his staff; the greater part of it has

necessarily to be done in the departments immediately concerned, but it is his task

to co-ordinate that work. It is the duty of Ministers to work out detailed pirns and

meet together to cone to decisions and also to take action.

Dealing with post-war problems, cannot be left to the end of the war, and I

sometimes wonder whether all those who talk about what the Government ought to do

realise how much is already being done. I wonder whether they realise how much the

shape of things to come is already emerging, how important are the changes already

effected.

Let me give two instances from what occurred this week. On Wednesday the House

of Commons approved, the second reading of a Bill which was brought forward by the

Secretary of State for Scotland, Mr. Tom Johnston, This makes provision for a great

development of electrical generation from water power in Scotland: the resources of

the Highlands will be developed by a public corporation in the public interest. The

results will be momentous. They will affect the industrial life of Scotland, The new

Board, through its activities, will be a powerful instrument for planning the

development of a geat area. This question of hydro-electric development was an old

and thorny question. I have seen three private schemes turned down. This scheme

has been approved without a dissenting vote. It is a great piece of post-war planning.

"TREMENDOUS CHANGES"

Let me give you a second instance. Everyone recognises that there will be an

immense amount of housebuilding to be done after the war. It will take a long time

to repair the ravages of war and to make up
for the almost complete cessation of

house-building during the last few years. You can’t build without building labour,
and you can't get people to go into the building industry unless you offer them a

reasonable prospect of steady employment.

This week it was announced that the Minister of Labour, my friend Ernest Bevan,

Lord Portal and George Hicks working together had arrived at an agreement with the

building employers and the building workers for the recruitment and training of workers

to the industry and for the establishment of the principle of the guaranteed week. The

Government has here played its part, working with both sides in the industry, so that

when the war comes to an end the men may be avilable for a great programme extending
over many years for housing the people.

I remember over thirty yeans ago reading a book that had just come out, by that

great public servant Sir William Beveridge, called "Unemployment - A Problem of

Industry". That title suggested what was then almost a new idea, fen most people
considered unemployment as due to the fault of the individual. Sir William distinguished
in his book between various types of unemployment. One category was what he called the

man of discontinous employment. There were two great examples which he gave - the man

in the building trade who suffered from unemployment between jobs and during wet weather,
and the casual dock workers amongst whom I have spent the greater of my life.

Both suffered from the curse of casual labour, Mr. Levin has decasualised dock work.

In this agreement building work ceases to be casual. In both industries we have the

guaranteed working week.
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In the sane way the miners now have the guaranteed working week, and actually, through

the Essential works Order, eight million people in this country have a guaranteed weekly

wage, My friend George Tomlinson, whom I am sure you know, and who has been working very

closely on all these problems, tells me that for 30 years in the cotton trade the Union

has been trying to abolish under-employment and to establish a minimum wage. These

things have now been brought about.

My friends, these are tremendous changes that affect the lives of thousands of people,
when I first went down to live in East London, over 35 years ago, one of the great causes

of misery and poverty in that great district was the fact that so many wives never knew

from week to week how many days work their husbands might get and what money they would

have to spend, I was talking with a miners’ M.P. yesterday who was recalling from his own

experience the difficulties which his mother had to face owing to the irregularity of the

weekly money.

The establishment of this principle in so many industries means a great deal to the

men, and I believe it means even more to the women and children. May I add also that it

will have its effect on the efficiency of industry. Obsolete methods in industry often

continue, although science finds out a better way, just because there is not pressure to

make the lazy and stupid employers come up to the level of the intelligent. Experience

shows that if an employer has to pay a man a full week's wages he will soon find out the

way to get a full week’s work. There is something else to remember. We are recognising

the status of the worker in industry. He is ceasing to be considered as a mere instrument

working for another’s profit.

I have mentioned these things only as illustrations because they have a very great

bearing on post-war problems, I doubt if anyone, in any country, has anything like a full

appreciation of what the condition of the world will be at the end of the war, The loss

of life and limb, the consumption of material wealth, the dislocation of productive enter*

prise and the destruction of industrial plant and equipment, the effects of the ’scorched

earth’ policy, the uprooting and transplanting of populations, the enforced migration of

labour from their own homes to slave for the German military machine, the pestilence,
infecious diseases, the famine and undernourishment that will be rife, net only in Europe

but in other large areas of the world will have created vast and urgent problems that will

require immediate measures of large-scale relief and make more insistent than ever before

the need for adopting long term constructive plans and policies*

POST-WAR QUESTION NO. 1.

Let us consider some of the problems which have to be faced after the war, I have

already mentioned the need for ensuring that the world is not again inflicted with the

miseries of war.

We have to consider first how is this country going to get its living. Here in

Lancashire you know full well the importance of the export trade. No one in Lancashire

is likely to fall into the delusion that we can maintain our industries and our standard

of life without foreign trade, Lancashire has a vital interest in world prosperity.

We have to recognise that the war has broken up many of our old trade connections.
There have been all kinds of changes in markets. Our industries have had to be diverted

to war work. We have had heavy losses in our shipping; much of the world will be

impoverished. In accordance with the principles of the Atlantic Charter, we are seeking to

co-operate with others in developing to the full international trade after the war. One

of the major causes of the depression after the last war was the attempt to make profits
out of scarcity, instead of utilising abundance. Country after country pursued a policy of

restriction instead of a policy of expansion, and in the long run all lost by it. We had
the tragic and ridiculous spectacle of widespread destitution and poverty with millions of

people idle. Me had poverty in the midst of plenty. Me are working out plans to avoid

this happening again. Me are seeking to bring a measure of stability into world prices.
You know, how already there has been concluded the wheat agreement* Me want to secure for

the primary producers a steady andadequate reward. If you examine over a period of years
the prices of particular commodities, youwill find fantastic variations. If you strike

an average you will find that a stable and remunerative price could have been given for the

same expenditure. The only people to gain by these fluctuations were the speculators,
I want a world designed not for the speculators but for the real-producers of wealth.

You will find much the same thing if you take the prices of some of our home products.
Me are seeking to bring in to our home agriculture an element of stability. The resources

of the world are sufficient to provide enough food for all people, given proper organisation.
But at the end of the war there will be a terrible problem to relieve- the victims of Hitler

who are suffering from semi-starvation. The United Nations are making their plans now for

coping with that very grave situation.

I want to see our national economy after the war based on sound principles of

nutrition. I believe it is generally recognised that one of the most difficult tasks

in this war has been admirably carried out under the guidance of Lord Woolton, that is

the feeding of the people.
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Despite our shipping diffi culties
, despite the fact that we all have had to

do without some of the foods we like it is true that the majority of our people
are better fed now than before the war. We must not slip back into the old
had ways. We know that all our people can he properly fed if we will it.

We have immensely increased our home production of food. I believe that

the nation will not let agriculture fall hack into its previous state of neglect.
We ought to use the resources of our country

and we ought to see to it that those who grow our food are

properly remunerated. The Government is at work on plans for agriculture in the

post-war period.

We must in the post war period make use of the services of all our people as

are have in war. We cannot afford to carry a great harden of unemployment. Unless

we can produce enough wealth it is no use making elaborate plans for its distribution.

Yet employment and wealth production depend very largely on a fight distribution

of purchasing power.

Here agin I would draw your attention to what is going on before your eyes. In

financing this war we have sought to put the burden on the broadest shoulders.
The taxes on big incomes are very heavy and rightly so. Undoubtedly there is at the

present time a better distribution of purchasing power in the community than ever before

GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE TO BEVERIDGE REPORT.

One of the most difficult tasks with which the Government has had to deal during
the war has. been the adjustment of money payments to different classes of the

community. During the last 30 years We have built up our social services which

deal with the wants of particular classes - the aged, the children, the sick, the

widow, the unemployed, and the victims of industrial accident. The events of the

war add to these classes - the dependants of the men in the fighting services and

the victims of enemy- air attack and many others; and nothing causes greater
Irritation than the inequity in these payments, where there are people whose

requirements are just the same living side by side, but receiving very different
treatment. We have, during the course of this war had to male many adjustments

and improvements, but we have all recognised the great desirability of bringing
together these various schemes into an orderly system.

Sir William Beveridge, in hid Report, has surveyed the whole field and has
made proposals designed to build up a complete system of social security for all.
He has done a great service to the community. The Government have welcomed his

scheme and have accepted its principles, and not only its principles, but the

greatest part of all of his actual proposals. We are now getting down to the

business of working out the detailed implementation of the scheme. This work

must take time and these proposals, which are an important part, but only a part
of a complete system of social security, must be considered together with other

elements in the reconstruction programme, and in the light of the circumstances

which will he obtaining, so far as we can judge, at the end of the war.

There is nothing unreasonable in the Government desiring to look at those

problems as a whole. It is just what any prudent man would do in relation to

his private affairs. I should like to assure you that there is no desire

on the part of any members of the Government to delay or to evade the consequences
of the Government' s acceptance of this scheme. For myself, I believe that the

acceptance by the Government and by the country of the principles of the Beveridge
Report makes a great stop forward is our social life. It means that wo are taking
practical steps in this country to mike effective the principles of the Atlantic
Charter. It means the full acceptance of the principles of collective security.
Just as in the international sphere wo believe that all must co-operate in order

to bring freedom from fear to all peoples of the earth, so in the social sphere
we must cooperate to secure to all our people freedom from want.

But remember that the Beveridge Report must he seen in its proper

It is right to make provision for a money income for all our people, but we must

remember that we have to see to it that we so organise the economic life of

country that we are able to provide the wealth out of which must come tin satis

of money claims.

I am certain that if we work together in the same spirit in peacetime as we

have shown in war, this country can maintain and increase its standard of life, and

ensure to all its citizens the material basis of a good life. But the material is

not enough by itself, there is also the spiritual. We have to carry into the post-

war world the same spirit, of self-sacrifice and service to the community as has be on

so in all classes throughout the war. We must recognise that over a great area of the

world civilisation has boon destroyed and the moral foundations of society shaken

by the action of our enemies. The new world that we want must be based on prosperity.

but also on a moral order. That moral order rests on the principles that we are all members
one of another, and that an injury to one is an injury to all.

DOMINIONS OFFICE
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