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NOTE ON DIVE BOMBERS

Contrary to what is frequently asserted German faith in the dive-Bomber

appears to be waning. At the time of the Battle of Britain the German first

line strength of Ju, 87s or Stukas - which is the only type of dive-bomber

which the German Air Force has ever possessed - was well over 500. Today there

is good reason to believe that it is of the Order of 300.

■ Today our air forces are increasingly meeting with "ground attack units".

These "schlacht" units, as they are called, consist of fighter-bombers

essentially similar to our own fighter-bombers. The Germans employ all their

.well known types of single engine fighters., for instance Messerschmitts 109E,

F, and G, and Focke-Wulfs 190, in these units. The extent to which they rely

upon then is shown by the fact that at least 80 per cent of all the army support
work done by the G.A.F. in connection with Rommel’s long retreat from Alanein to

Castel Benito was performed by these single engine fighter types.

The tendency for the G.A.F, to rely decreasingly on Ju. 87s and increasingly
on the above "schlacht" units, equipped with fighter-bombers, is shown by the

fact that since the autumn of 1940 the production of Ju, 87s has been allowed

to decline. Certain squadrons of Ju. 87s have been .allowed to go 'out of existence

altogether and have disappeared from the. order of battle f the G.A.F,

Cur information is that in the recent German offensive in Southern Tunisia

the following sorties were made. On the first day some sixty dive-bomber sorties

and some sixty fighter-bomber sorties: on the second and subsequent days few,
if any, dive-bomber sorties but a large number of fighter-bomber sorties. There

are about 50 Ju. 87s in Tunisia today and some forty of these were -present at the

recent battle in Southern Tunisia.

The continuing misreports of the. presence of important forces of Ju. 87s in

the Mediterranean theatre and of their supposed attacks on Allied troops may be

attributed to several factors of which one is difficulties of recognition,

especially on the part of inexperienced troops. On many occasions later evidence

had led to the identification of aircraft, which were at first supposed to be

dive-bombers, as fighter-bombers. For example,in the recent Southern Tunisian

battle we now know that many of the attacks originally thought to have been

carried out by Stukas were in fact the 'work of fighter-bombers. Another example
of this erroneous identification is afforded by reports of attacks on our own

South Coast. These are-frequently reported as dive-bomber attacks: they are

invariably carried out by fighter-bombers, however.

The causes of the recent Allied reverse in Southern Tunisia are to be found

in the ability of the enemy to concentrate superior forces, not merely and not

principally of dive-bombers but of aircraft of all kinds (and indeed of ground
forces) at the particular time and place chosen by him for the battle. The

German Air Force in Tunisia has been approximately doubled, rising from 150 to

500 by the transference to that province of the air forces formerly in

Tripolitanla (the same thing holds true to a large extent of his ground forces).
For a short period it was not possible for the 8th Army and the air force working
with it to reach the scene of battle. Hence the entire weight of the combined

enemy forces could be thrown against the Allied forces available in Tunisia,

In conclusion it is now clean that the G.A.F, has suffered prodigious
losses when it used Ju, 87s intensively.
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