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THIS EMBARGO SHOULD BE RESPECTED OVERSEAS BY PREFACING

ANY MESSAGES FILED WITH THE EMBARGO

THE KING’S SPEECH TO NORTHERN IRELAND PARLIAMENT

Foilowing is the text of the King’s speech read by
the Governor (the Duke of Abercorn) at the opening of a

new* session of the Northern Ireland Parliament today.

MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

The people of Northern Ireland, who have followed with pride and

admiration the gallant exploits of the armed forces of the United Nations in

every theatre of war, face the tasks which lie ahead with renewed determination

and courage. My Ministers are co-operating to the fullest extent with His

Majesty’s Government at Westminster, inspired by the common purpose of freeing

the world from the tyranny of an aggressive and brutal foe.

The continued happy relations between my Government and the various branches

of His Majesty’s Forces, and the cordial spirit of comradeship between the civil

population and members of the British, United States and other Allied units in

Northern Ireland, afford me the greatest satisfaction.

Although many thousands of our young men and women have volunteered for the

fighting services, many more are still required and I earnestly hope that the

call to duty will be answered to on even fuller extent than in the past* The

Ulster Home Guard, which, I am pleased to record, has reached a high state of

efficiency, reflecting the greatest credit on all ranks, is also in need of

recruits, and I trust that those whose duties permit will enrol in this Force,
which is so vitally necessary for the protection of the Home Front,

My Ministers continue to attach the utmost importance to all measures of

Civil Defence, I am glad to know that the juried of relief from air raids has

been occupied by the Civil Defence Services in perfecting their organisation and

training their personnel in the light of the lessons learned by grim experience,
and I am confident that all will be ready to meet any emergency which may arise,

I am pleased to learn that good progress has also been made with the unification

of our local fire brigades into the new National Fire Service,

I have been gratified by the magnificent response made by the whole agricultural

community to the appeal by my Government to increase the production of food and

flax during the past year. Notwithstanding unfavourable weather and many other

difficulties only a very small proportion of the harvest was lost, and the valuable

assistance rendered by members of the Forces and by many of our people has earned

the gratitude of our farmers. This season even greater efforts must be made by
the civilian population to save the harvest. It is also essential that there

should be a further substantial increase this year in our ploughed land and a still

larger proportion devoted to barley, oats and potatoes, My Ministers hope that

at least one hundred thousand acres of flax will be grown and that not less than

eighty per cent of the crop wall be dam retted.

When I last addressed you certain industries were facing a difficult period
because their normal products could not by their nature be regarded as essential

under war-time conditions. On the principle that it must be our aim to use all

available machinery and man power for war purposes, strenuous efforts have been

made during the past year to adapt these industries to the use of alternative raw
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materials and to new types of production that have their definite place in our war

economy. It is satisfactory to know that considerable progress has been achieved

particularly in branches of the textile industry.

Luring the past year the output of our shipbuilding, engineering and textile

industries has steadily increased, and the growing demands for labour in these

industries and also in connection with an extensive and important series of works of

construction have resulted in a reduction in the number of persons unemployed, during
the year which ended in January last, by nearly eight thousand* Large numbers of

women workers, also, are now engaged on the manufactureof munitions, which, although
new to them, they are performing with a high standard of efficiency and zeal. It is

the earnest desire of my government to ensure that, strenuous though the activities

of the workers and managements in our factories have been, an even greater effort

will be made to achieve our maximum production of essential arms and war materials.

Closely associated with the production of munitions and other war require-
ments is the provision cf electricity for power purposes. I am glad to learn that

the scheme for providing additional supplies of electrical energy, uponwhich work

has been proceeding during the last eighteen months, is nearing completion, and that

auxiliary plants are now available to meet any emergency.

By Government has been concerned about the restraining effect of derating on

social developments in our area and a proposal will be laid before you at an early
date which will alleviate the difficulties which Local Authorities have experienced
in carrying cut essential improvements owing to the operation of the derating system.

The arrangements which are being made, with financial assistance from Exchequer
funds, for the prevision of additional Hospital and Medical Services under emergency

conditions will, when complete, effect an increase cf sixty per cent. in the total

hospital accommodation available for the people of Northern Ireland,

Among the measures which you will be invited to consider will be Bills designed
to strengthen the Civil Authorities (Special Powers) Acts; for the amendment of the

law relating to workmen' s compensation, and for making further provision for the

protection and welfare of young persons and the treatment of young offenders.

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

The Estimates for the public Services will be laid before you in due course.

MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

It is a source of much satisfaction to me to learn that my Government has been

actively engaged in making preparations for dealing with the problems which are

likely to arise on the conclusion of hostilities, and that considerable progress has

already been made in connection with post-war physical reconstruction in relation to

town and country planning, and with the provision of additional housing water

supplies and swage disposal facilities throughout Northern Ireland, The whole area

will be included in a planning scheme which is being prepared with the co-operation
of the various local planning authorities; and the Planning Advisory Board and

Planning Commission, which have been established, are proceeding expeditiously with

the work allotted to them.

Educational reforms must take an important place in any plans for post-war

reconstruction and it is the intention of my Ministers to ensure that our young

people will be given every opportunity to share in the developments to which we

confidently look forward after the war.

I am glad to know that effective steps have been taken during the past year to

ameliorate the lot cf old age pensioners and widows over sixty years of age by
substantial additions to the rates of Supplementary Pensions where required and also

by the distribution of grants for the provision of clothing and blankets to the

value of forty thousand pounds.

I am gratified to learn that the scheme for the prevision of milk, either free

or at reduced rates, to school children and also to expectant mothers and children

up to five years, has proved of substantial benefit.
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It is satisfactory to note that, notwithstanding the strain of war

conditions, the public transport undertakings in Northern Ireland, both road

and rail, have been able to meet the greatly increased demands made upon them

for the carriage of passengers and merchandise.

During the past year grove outrages have been committed by those elements

who are striving to undermine our Constitution; and all ranks of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary and the Class "B” Special Constabulary deserve the highest

commendation for their devotion to duty and bearing in dealing with the situation.

My Government has been in consultation with the Imperial Authorities in

regard to the necessity for exercising control over persons entering Northern

Ireland who were not ordinarily resident in Northern Ireland on 1st January, 1940.

A scheme came into operation on the 1st January last whereby, with certain

exceptions, all such immigrants who wish to reside in Northern Ireland for more

than six weeks are required to be in possession of residence permits. It is

intended that the scheme will be kept in operation for a reasonable time after

the war to facilitate the reinstatement in employment of demobilised men from

Northern Ireland who joined His Majesty’s Forces as volunteers.

Public interest has been aroused by the issue of the Report on social

security by Sir William Beveridge. Whatever Improvements are effected by the

Imperial Government in connection with the social services in Great Britain

will be carried out on a similar scale in Northern Ireland.

I pray that the blessing of Almighty God may rest upon your deliberations.

GOVERNMENT OF NORTHERN IRELAND
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