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FILM RECORD OF 8TH ARMY'S ADVANCE

"DESERT VICTORY" TO BE SHOW IN LONDON ON MARCH 6TH.

"DESERT VICTORY", which was shot by Army Film Unit and R.A.F. Film

Unit cameramen in the recent'Libyan campaign will be opening at three London

cinemas on March 6th, and generally released on March 22, It is a film

record of the advance of the 8th Army, and credit for the film rests equally

on the shoulders of every one of the men in this force, and the cameramen of

the Army Film Unit and R.A.F. Film Unit ; who kept up in the forefront of the

advance, shooting as they went.

Major David Macdonald, who was in charge of the Army photographic

Unit in Libya, returned to this country with over 40,000 feet of film. He

has been working with the technicians of the Army Film Unit down at

Pinewood Studios ever since, on the task of selecting, editing, and putting
in sound and commentary.

WELL-KNOWN FIGURES IN FILM

"DESERT VICTORY" will have a long list of important names appearing
in the film in addition, to the men of the 8th Army - who are the real stars

of the film. Seen in camera interviews in the film are the Prime Minister,
both in the desert on the El Alamein line and again at Tripoli; General

Alexander, Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder, Admiral Harwood, and general

Montgomery, And, although they don't know it, Field Marshal Rommel and

Hitler himself.

PRIME MINISTER 'S LETTER TO GENERAL ALEXANDER

"DESERT VICTORY" will also include actual photographs of two letters,
which will become historic documents. One is from the Prime Minister to

General Alexander in which ho says that his instructions are to clear the

Axis forces out of the Western Desert. The other is General

reply in which he says ho has done this and the 8th Army now awaits further

instructions«

ARMY FILM UNIT PHOTOGRAPHERS FIRST ON "TOBRUK"

An indication of the manner in which these camera operators of the

Army Film and Photographic Unit keep up with the advance units of the array

is evidenced by the news that they were in Tobruk for over an hour before

the rest of the 8th Array occupied the town*

Actually the first men from the Army Film and Photographic Unit were

Captain Geoffrey Keating and fair Sergeants . They entered the town and

photographed the hauling down of the Swastika flag from the flagstaff, and

also the hoisting of the Union Jack, These scenes will be included in the

film "DESERT VICTORY".
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ACUTAL SHOTS OF R.A.F. IN OPERATION

Several astonishing shots of R.A.F. planes skimming over the desert

and shooting up vehicle concentrations are included in the film. Taken

by the R.A.F. Film Unit, the spatter of machine-gun bullets can be

clearly seen as they spray the lorries and the sand around as the planes
flash past.

Some of the difficulties under which the 8th Army fought and the

cinephotographers worked were outlined by Major Macdonald who said that,
"One of the handicaps to photography in this theatre of the war was that

the heat produced a shimmer, and on hot days no lens could penetrate it

to a distance of half a mile* Sand could not be kept out of the cameras,

and itmarked the film in a manner only too apparent on the screen* Over

the greater part of the desert also there was no high ground on which the

camera, could be placed, and the highest point on which a camera could be

placed was the top of a lorry."

The Work of assembling the film is in the hands of Major David

Macdonald, who was officer in charge of the Army Film and Photographic

Unit in the Middle East, now in charge of Production (director of "This

Man Is News"
,

and many films before the war." Captain Roy Boulting,

Director and Supervising Editor (director of "Pastor Hall", and more

recently "Thunder Rock"); Lieutenant Jenkins, Assistant Director

(Assistant Director for London Films at Denham), Sergeant Best, Editor

(Assistant Editor of many peace-time productions at Pinewood Studios).

"DESERT VICTOR!" is being released in this country by General Film

Distributors, and will open its pre-release run at the Odeon, Leicester

Square, the Tivoli, Strand and the New Gallery, Regent Street, on March 6.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
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