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SIR JOHN ANDERSON AT CAMBRIDGE

RED ARMY DAY

The following is the text of the speech of sir

John Anderson, Lord President of the Council, at

Cambridge Red Army Day, this afternoon:-

I shall never forget that weekend in June 1941 when, after a month of specula-
tion as to Germany’s intentions, the momentous news reached me and other Members of

the War Cabinet that Hitler had fallen upon Soviet Russia, Who could then have fore-

told the course of events? Many thought, despite the traditional bravery and tenacity
of the Russian soldier, that the irresistible might of Germany would bring the

Soviet Union to overwhelming defeat within a matter of weeks* Certainly no one

foresaw the epic struggle which was about to begin.

The Russian - the plain man - has always been something of an enigma. Classical

literature depicts him as moody, speculative, torn by doubts and indecision. There

is no reason to suppose he has changed in the last 20 years. Human nature does not

change as quickly as all that. But he has always been recognised as capable of an

amazing degree of effort and suffering when his passions or emotions are aroused.

One of the fundamental problems in war is to turn the fighting qualities of the

individual into the most effective combined effort - a problem mainly of leadership
and organisation. Clearly this was going to be the crux of the matter, I will

resume this train of thought presently, but first, as we are met to celebrate the

achievements of the Red Army, I must digress for a few moments to give a resume* of

recent events.

On February 23rd, 1918, the Red Army went into battle for the first time against
the Germans, then menacing the city we now call Leningrad, Today, twenty five years

later, it is the Red Army which threatens the German Army, on an incomparably wider

front.

As I have just indicated, history has often recorded the courage and self-

sacrifice of the Russian soldier. These qualities, however, have not always had

the leadership they deserved. After the last war, while German militarists paid

tribute to the fighting qualities of their opponents, they stressed the many and

fatal mistakes of leadership and organisation; these they too confidently expected

to be repeated in the present struggle.

Today, in addition to great generalship, there must be supreme competence in

all the vast and complicated detail of modern warfare. The Nazis are being destroyed

not only by heroism and leadership in the field, but by such measures as the organ-

ized evacuation of industry from wartime areas, the maintenance of production, the

organisation of supply and transport and all the other fruits of efficient patriot-

ism, including the resilience of the population in occupied territories*

The Red Army is thus the spearhead of an offensive effort embracing all sections

of the Russian people. Before the war it was known that the Soviet Union took pride

in their army. "Treat the Red Army", said Lenin, "as the apple of your eye". They

saw that it was equipped with new types of planes and tanks, that particular attention

was given to training in battle conditions, to experiments with new adaptations of

warfare, like the seining of landing grounds with parachute troops and the mobile

deployment of ski-troops in winter conditions.

Nevertheless, the suddenness and treachery of Hitler’s attack in 1941 and the

formidable might of the German war machine, constructed for the "Blitzkrieg”, the

sudden knock-out blow, imposed an ordeal on the Russian people without parallel in

their history.

The strategy of the High Command was determined by geography and climate, with

a land mass as large as an ocean, manoeuvre and retirement had to be thought of in

terms usually appropriate only to naval warfare. In this vast area armies were more

important objectives than cities, and this is something we all have to remember today.

The under-lying principle of Red Army strategy was to "grind" the enemy by hitting

back sharply at the extremities of the enemy’s advance when his initial drive had

lost momentum. This process of "grinding" could only be made possible by the
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maintenance of a strategic reserve backed by a reserve area of production - this

area comprising the three bases, the Urals, Karaganda, Kusnetsk - which formed a

triangle - continually feeding the reserves, We see all this clearly now emerging
from what had appeared to be confusion.

"In the event of a forced retreat by Red Army units"
,

Stalin said, "all

valuable property which cannot be withdrawn must be destroyed without fail," With

these words was announced the "scorched earth" policy - a supreme example of

devotion and sacrifice.

While the front line forces of the Red Army were defending every inch of Russian

soil with the utmost determination, making the enemy pay heavily for every step

forward, large reserve armies were being organised and trained in the rear. At the

same time, industries were being evacuated to the East from territories over-run by
the enemy.

Meanwhile, behind the German lines the population of the occupied territories

was far from inactive, partisan detachments were formed to destroy all that the

enemy might use, and to harass his rear. The Army supplied these detachments with

weapons by air and information by radio, and the villagers, secretly and at great
risk to themselves, supplied the food.

The results of this strategy made the German advance little less costly than a

retread. So far from enriching themselves with the produce of the occupied

territories, the Germans had to send coal to the Ukraine and to the Donetz, So far

from enjoying security behind the lines, the presence of the guerillas was everywhere

felt and dreaded. Every inch of advance was contested, Odessa was evacuated after

it had been stripped of everything, Sebastopol withstood a siege of over 8 months, in

one day of which the Germans fired 9,000 shells; in three days alone 20,000 mines

and 15,000 bombs were dropped.

The three immediate objectives of the German advance were Moscow, Leningrad and

Stalingrad, I am told that a few miles west of a station on the Moscow-Volga Canal

there stands by the roadside a single tank with its guns pointing towards the

capital; it is the German tank that came nearest to Moscow, left for the

enlightenment of future generations. Its thousands odd companions have, however,
been removed for scrap or turned to other service.

The raising of the siege of Leningrad stirred all our hearts the other day.

Does it not seem almost incredible that the inhabitants of the city without enough

food, with no electricity for ordinary purposes, and in frightful conditions of

exposure, should have gone on steadily and uncomplainingly with their work until the

hour of their deliverance? It was as long ago as September 1941 that Marshall Ton

Loeb issued his order of the day that Leningrad must be taken "within the next few

days" at all costs.

Next, Stalingrad, Upon that great city, whoso glory will evermore shine in

history, the finest divisions and equipment of the German army were hurled with

unexampled fury and determination, I needn't remind you of what Herr Hitler said

about the outcome of that attack. At least those words of his, if all others are

forgotten, will go down to posterity. For some time the truth was concealed from

the German people by a rigid and exacting censorship. Censorship, I may remind you,

is in this country a weapon with which to deceive the enemy; In Germany, on the

other hand, it is conceived as an instrument with which to deceive the people.

There arc some truths, however, which cannot be concealed, and this was one of them.

The shock must have been all the greater because the German public had received no

accurate Information about the early progress of the battle, unless, as may well bo,

it had learned to view the statements of its propaganda ministry with the distrust

that they deserve.

Still the advance proceeds - now almost like a conducted tour, Rostoff -
Voroshilovsk - Krasnodar - Kharkoff - (Taganrog) - so it goes on.

The more outline of events that I have given you, makes any formal tribute to

the Red Army and the Russian people superfluous. Indeed, our tribute must lie, not

in praise, but in the help we can give, and our own share of the battle.

We are proud to think that we have been able to co-operate by sending supplies -

thanks to the courage of British, American and Russian seamen and of the Royal Navy,

which provides the escorts. Those brave men go out in all weathers, In darkness, in

the bitterest cold, in the fiercest storms and in addition to the danger of the

elements in these northern latitudes they have to face the constant danger of attack

by packs of U-boats and waves of aircraft.
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While I think no one understimates the quality of their performance, I am sure

that not everyone realises the magnitude of the task entrusted to them* By the

middle of November 1942, Britain had sent equipment for 20 armoured divisions on the

German scale. By July of the same year, we had sent over 2,000 tanks, By December

31 this figure had risen to 2,974 tanks* For every 100 planes premised the ships

have had-to carry 111* By December 31 , 2,430 aircraft had been sent under the terras

of the British - U.S.S.R. agreement and over and above this figure, another 600

aircraft* In the year October 1941 to September 1942, Great Britain, together with the

United States, despatched to Russia, by the Northern route alone, 3,052 aircraft,
4084 tanks, 30,031 vehicles, 42,000 tens of aviation spirit, 66,000 tons of fuel oil

and 831,000 deadweight tons of machine tools, metals, ammunition and small arms*

In addition to these vast quantities of arms and munitions, these seamen have had

to deliver quantities, no less vast, of vital materials. To give one rather prosaic

but important example, half a million pairs of boots were shipped from Britain to

Russia within one week of the German invasion of the U.S.S.R. and these and subsequent

shipments of boots occupied over 40,000 tons of shipping space*

Not all this vast cargo Was transported without loss* I am not going to give

you the exact figures of the losses because that would be to publish them to the

enemy* As the Prime Minister said the other day, wo prefer him to be the victim of his

own lies*

Nevertheless, no battle can be fought without losses, and the battle which the navy

fights is never ending* Our seamen hardly know what it is to have a breathing space*

In one attack alone bomber aircraft to the number of no fewer than 350 were employed, of

which I am glad to say 40 were shot down* Our naval casualties in these convoys to

date are two cruisers, 3 destroyers, 3 minesweepers and one submarine#

In paying cur tribute to the brave seamen who have lost their lives in thie hazardous

operation of convoying supplies to Russia, I should like to associate with them the

Russian dockers at Murmansk* In May 1942 the average load handled per dookworker at

Murmansk was more than treble what it was in January 1942 (9.3 tons per working day as

against 3 tons) and in June the load was even greater* Moreover the harbour has been

under frequent and heavy air bombardment* Nevertheless, the job has been done, the goods

have been unloaded and transported by rail to the production centres and to the front

line*

Our second channel of aid to Russia is through Persia, which has become the scone of

unprecedented activity* Fine engineering work has made possible the opening up of

transport through Persia on the southern route to Russia* In the sumer of 1941 British

locomotives shipped through the Persian gulf, were being unloaded and assembled at the

rate of 100 a week. As early as November 10, 1941, the thousandth goods wagon, built by
the Southern Railway Company to worry supplies to Russia through Persia, was on its way*

Working day and night, men and women finished the job in ten weeks. In peace time the

same output would be scheduled for twelve months work* In mid-April 1942 it was reported

that great success had been achieved in speeding the despatch of planes through the

Persian Gulf, so thet during the previous four months the total tonnage handled had

increased by 600%.

All this is, of course, only the beginning* And it is only a small part of the

larger whole which includes the gallant actions of our armies in the bombing of

enemy industry by our Air Force, and the ceaseless hunting down of the German U-boat

packs. I cannot, for obvious reasons, speak too precisely of future operations.

When I think of those, however, I am reminded of Milton's lines:

"But that two-handed engine at the door

Stands ready to smite once and smite no more."

Where and when it is to strike, the enemy must for the present be left guessing,
because so long as he remains in ignorance he disperses his strength.

Now I resume the thread of what I was saying in the first few minutes* That is the

secret of this amazing military effort - this recovery after a succession of apparent
staggering blows to a culmination of strength and striking power far transcending the

wildest dreams of friend and foe alike* What does it all betoken? Consuming patriotism,
unshakable determination, selfless endurance beyond belief - but more than that - supreme

leadership, masterly organisation together with all the imponderables that go to the

making of a great nation*
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The immense and lasting significance of all this cannot be lost on any of us, What

lessens do v/e draw from it? We have here a system of Government and an order of

society as different from our own as could be imagined. In the early years of the

Soviet regime internationalism as inculcated and practised by the Comintern was an

outstanding and - for some it must be admitted - a disturbing feature. Could anyone

have supposed that national sentiment - that sentiment which binds and sustains those

who own a common allegiance - would not have yielded something to the broader con-

ception of internationalism. Yet the course of events has shewn that patriotism and

love of country burn as fiercely in the breast of the Russian peasant and worker as

anywhere in the world. This the Wehrmacht has discovered to its cost. In the

eoconomic sphere, the incentives which are inhibited by collectivism are found to be

no longer essential to the most Vigorous and sustained individual efforts. There are

other differences on which I need not enlarge.

Is our admiration on that account to be tinged with merely a personal view? I

have never myself greatly feared the impact of other political creeds, whether

Fascist or Communist, upon our own traditions and way of life, I have always put

my faith in the inherent stability of the institutions built up in this free country

by evolutionary processes. Probably there was a time when the Communist leaders

felt convinced that the survival of their regime was dependent of their success in

converting others - when the talk was of encirclement and isolation. There may have

been real danger then, but that phase is surely past. In the Treaty of Collaboration

and Mutual Assistance signed on 26th May last our two nations solemnly pledged
themselves to non-interference in each others internal affairs.

We in this little country occupy an interesting geographical position - midway
between the great individualist centre in the West and the collectivist centre in the

East, I believe we shall continue culturally to occupy a corresponding intermediate

position. lan assuming, of course, that the abominable creed, Nazism, is finally
rooted cut, as it will be, on the conclusion of this war.

I confess I wish that we knew more about the methods and the organisation by
which cur Soviet allies have built up their strength. Yet how wise they Were to keep

so much hidden so carefully - at least from unfriendly prying eyes
- during the

critical years of preparation. It has indeed been the undoing of their enemies.

I would particularly like to know about the organisation of science in the

Soviet Union, for I have special responsibilities in that regard and here in

Cambridge - our greatest centre of scientific investigation - it seems appropriate

to rake a brief reference to this matter. It has long been e. popular idea that the

Germans, as a race, have a special aptitude for scientific discovery and development.

We, on the other hand, are supposed to be markedly deficient by comparison, I believe

that self-disparagement to be unwarranted. Undoubtedly the Germans have been, and

are, great technologists. But scientific discovery, which is the basis of technology

is a rather different matter.

Long ago I worked for some time in a German research laboratory, and I was greatly

struck by the proportion of workers of other races -Russians, Poles, and Czechs -

working in that and other scientific institutions in the same city. My impression -

going admittedly a long way back - is that the German achievement has been due in the

past largely to discipline and assiduity in the technical application of scientific

principles, and I like to think therefore that the Nazis have suffered a great loss

by their attitude towards that portion of their population which was not of the

Herrenvolk,

This is essentially a scientific war and while the general attitude of our men

of science towards non-academic work may in the past have been more aloof than in

some other countries, notably Germany and perhaps America too, and we may have lost

something thereby, the demands of the war have brought to light a great, indeed an

unexpected, reserve of scientific and technical resources. These resources have

been freely placed at the disposal of the public services with results with which

H.M. Government have no reason to be dissatisfied.

As to Russia, whatever my be the gaps in cur information, we can take the tri-

umphs cf the Red Army as conclusive proof of the excellence of the recent developments

of science in the Soviet Union, How could the Russian Generals manoeuvre their vast

armies so brilliantly unless they were masters of such modern techniques as radio-

communication and aviation, and how could the Russian tanks fight so effectively

unless they were soundly constructed. All these achievements indicate a high level

in physics, aero-dynamics and metallurgy. In addition to this command cf modern

science the Russians have also trained a very large number of new scientists. The

whole development is only about 20 years old. so the new scientists are all young men.

Besides building up science and technology, these youthful enthusiasts have provided
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splendid material for the now corps of technical officers in the Red Army. Some of

the Soviet scientists are well-known t; us in this country. Leipunsky and Finelnikov

cane from Kharkov to work as physicists in the Cavendish laboratory* Now we can

congratulate them on the release of Kharkov from the enemy, and hope that they will

soon be at work again in a restored Physicc-technical Institute of the Ukraine.

Kapitza is very well-known here: indeed I believe a special laboratory

was built for him in Cambridge* His technical inventive genius is rather typical

of Russian physicists, who have shown a strong taste for the mechanical and

inventive side of physics. Another Soviet scientist of the highest reputation is

N.N. Semenov, who has been one of the world leaders in the development of the

modern chemical theory of chain reaction, to which professor Nourish of this

University has also contributed. Chain reactions are fundamental in the explana-

tion of the processes of explosion and detonation and one can imagine the value

of the Semenov School to Russia at the present time.

In the field of radio physicists the Russians under Mandelstann have a

distinguished place. He and his school ore masters of the theory of non-linear

vibrations upon which the properties of radio circuits spun in aeroplanes, and

other important phenomena, depend. The Moscow school of pure mathematics is

one of the most distinguished in the world. Its head is Kinogradov who has

recently been elected a foreign member of the Royal Society. He works in the

sane field as Professor Hardy of Cambridge - that is in the theory of numbers.

Ho has recently made a big advance towards the elucidation of the famous theorem

of Goldbach, that every even number is the sum of two prime numbers.

Kinogradov has got as far as showing that every odd number beyond a certain

limit is the sure of three prime numbers. This is rather technical, but I suggest
that the eminence of the Moscow school of pure mathematics is of special interest

even to those who are not mathematicians as it shows that the Soviets have not

neglected oven the most abstruse developments of pure science. The Soviet

Researches in agriculture have been notable. They have made great advances in

the artificial insemination of cattle. In 1938 one Soviet bull was the sire of

1,490 calves and one Soviet ram the sire of 15,662 lambs.

It is encouraging to think that Mr. John Hammond of Cambridge University
who leads similar research in Britain should have been working in close touch

with the Russian experts. One may refer, too, to the process of vernalization

developed by Lysenko. This promotes the germination of corn so that it takes a

shorter time to grow and ripen after it is planted. Through it, important new

areas of Russia have became corn growing - a matter of vital importance when many

of the old corn growing areas were over-run by the enemy*

Quite recently the U.S.S.R. Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign
Countries whose headquarters are in Moscow, has formed a special, science bureau

under the chairmanship of the academician Joffe, Kapltza and Frumkin are also
members* The aim of this bureau is to facilitate the exchange of scientific

information in the cultural field* We most heartily welcome this development
and wish it all success and hope it will lead to the better mutual knowledge of
the scientific efforts of our two countries.

what now of the future! The world ought to be a far more interesting place
to live in when science has brought us all so much closer together by the develop-
ment of transport and communications. Contact between nations is apt in practice
to mean either co-operation or conflict. We are pledged with the Soviet Union

by the 20 years Treaty to see that it is co-operation. That is the logical and

necessary outcome of our alliance in this war. It is not so very long since

Anglo-Soviet co-operation was little more than a party cry* That is finished*
It is a fixed article of National policy that we work together for the winning of
the war, the stabilising of peace and the reconstruction of Europe*

PRIVY COUNCIL OFFICE
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