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COL. OLIVER STANLEY AT MANCHESTER

RED ARMY DAY

Following is the text of a speech to be delivered by
Col. Oliver Stanley, Secretary of State for the Colonies,
at the King's Hall, Belle Vue, Manchester at 3 p.m. today.

This historic hall has been the scene in the past fifty years or more of many
great meetings. In it many great causes have met with great enthusiasm and no doubt

too with great opposition. But certainly no meeting that has ever been held here has

had a purpose which will arouse among its audience greater enthusiasm and less con-

troversy, For our primary purpose in gathering here to-day is to pay our tribute

to the Red Army, to express our admiration for what they have done and to show our

gratitude for what they have done for us. There is, too, I think, another purpose,

perhaps in the long run greater in its effect, with which I want to deal later in my

speech. But I shall start, as all of you would wish me to start, with this sincere

tribute of admiration and of gratitude to the Red Army,

It is now twenty months since the Germans launched their unprovoked and unherald-

ed attack upon the Soviet Union, Who of us, on that Sunday morning in June, 1941, when

we first heard of the news, looking forward, could have foretold what the position would

be this Sunday afternoon in February, 1943?

For on that day all the odds seemed to be with the Germans, They enjoyed all

their usual advantages which we had seen when in succession they attacked Poland,

Norway, Holland, Belgium, France, attacks ending in each case with the collapse of the

victim and the victory of the aggressor.

There were all the usual signs we had seen so often in the past year. On the

German side of the frontier, troops all ready deployed, stores all ready massed, aero-

planes prepared to take off - everything waiting only for the signal to attack.

On the other side of the frontier, a people anxious to avoid war, wishful for peace,

prepared to sacrifice military advantages, even normal military precautions, to demon-

strate their lack of offensive intentions.

Much play has since been made with the general forecasts made by military experts,

both in this country and elsewhere, as to the probable duration of the Russian resist-

ance.

I was connected at the time with a section of the General Staff and I happened,

therefore, to see something of these estimates. From the strictly military point of

view. Just as a forecast of the military events of the next few weeks, they
were not far out.

They foretold pretty much what, in fact, did happen - that frontier districts

would be overrun, advance formations cut off and overwhelmed, aeroplanes destroyed on

the ground, vital centres of production lost, great gashes cut in the side of Russia,

a terrible toll taken of Russian life, and Russian liberty - all the results which, in

fact, are bound to follow when a great military power, prepared to the last button,
attacks a still unsuspecting victim.

It is true that many did not believe that any nation could sustain the blows

which they foresaw, the blows indeed which actually fell.

They did not doubt the desire of Russia to resist nor her refusal to make peace.

They did doubt whether any Army, after such terrible initial blows, could remain

an army in being, capable not only of further defence, but also of hitting back. And

can anyone blame them, because in fact, this resilience of the Russian Army, this

power to rise superior to initial reverses, to replace losses, to sustain morale, to

turn a costly defensive into a victorious advance, one unequalled in scale and

magnitude in the military history of the world.

The nearest example perhaps can be found in the invasion of Russia by Napoleon
in 1812.
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But even that is not an analogy. Then the invasion was on a narrow front. Great

areas of Russia, indeed its most productive parts, were left undisturbed. The retreat

of the Russian Army from the frontier was a planned retreat and except t Borodino,
casualties were snail and the Army which surrendered Moscow to Napoleon was still

intact.

But even with all its differences, that campaign perhaps should have given us a

better clue as to what was likely to happen in 1941.

I have recently been reading a book on 1812 newly written by a celebrated Russian

author,

It is worth reading this book to get some idea ofwhat even in 1812 was the

fantastic courage of the Russian soldier.

One gets an impression at the same time that, with the exception of Kutusov, the

Commander-in-Chief the generalship was inefficient, and that the equipment was insuff-

icient.

In the war of 1914-1918, it was more or less the same story. Great bravery
coupled with inefficiency and insufficiency.

But here, for the first tine, in 1941, we were to see that historic bravery of the

Russians allied with three factors which have led to their astounding success.

The first has been the remarkable skill of the strategic plan and the inventive

ness and initiative of the tactical handling.

The second - and to the student of military affairs perhaps even the more remark-

able, - has been the administrative ability which the Russians have shown.

We are dealing in this great war in Russia, not with divisions, not with corps,
hut with groups of armies.

It is difficult enough for the most highly skilled and highly trained soldier to

feed, move and supply great masses of men like this, even in a prepared offensive or a

planned retreat.

But to keep them in being, to keep then fed and supplied, to keep their transport

going and their administrative services functioning under the blows which rained on the

Russian Army in 1941, is little short of a miracle of organisation and planning.

The third factor has been both quality and quantity of Soviet equipment.

Much of the equipment has been so modern in its conception that it has surprised
even the Germans, while quality has been maintained at a surprising level in face of the

loss of so many key industrial areas.

As an old gunner myself I should pick out as the highlight of the piece, the

performances of the Russian Artillery - their skill and accuracy, the quality of their

guns, but above all, their speed of manoeuvre.

It is striking to read how far up the Russian Artillery all are - are always there

as soon as infantry or tanks are in difficulties.

And so the miracle happened. The flood slowed down, stopped and finally began to

recede. By the end of 1941 Moscow was saved.

We all expected that, when the thaws were over in the spring of 1942 and

campaigning weather came back, the Germans would renew their offensive. They had to

reach the oilfields, they had to knock out the Russian Army, they had to destroy once

and for all the threat of a great military power on their Eastern frontier. Only so

could the war be won.

But when that expected offensive came we saw what toll the fighting of the year

before had taken of the great German army.

In 1941 the great offensive spread all along the front from the Arctic Circle

to the Black Sea, and all along the front they were able to deliver not in succession

but almost simultaneously blows of equal force.
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In 1942 the offensive was limited to a comparatively small front in the south.

But on this limited front the Germans could still mass enough strength to make

their initial assault irresistible.

It was part of the greatness of Russian strategy that they were prepared to face

at once appalling sacrifices of territory.

The Donetz Basin, Kuban wheatfields, part of the Caucasian oil - places of

tremendous importance for the life and economy of Russia, They were prepared to give
them all up, making the Germans pay dearly but always avoiding the encirclement and the

destruction of the defenders.

But all that time, when thousands of square miles of Russian territory were being

abandoned, the great bastions - Voronezh, Stalingrad, the Caucasian Mountains, the

Grozny oil centre, held firm. There, where every foot of soil mattered, where the loss

of the area would have been a strategical disaster, the Russians stayed and fought and

died, but conquered.

During those months it-was the defence of Stalingrad which caught the imagination
of the world by the grandeur of its scale and the grimness of its exploits.

But I have no doubt that when the history of the war comes to be written in

detail, we shall find that the heroism of the defenders of Stalingrad was equalled by
the heroism of the defenders of these other key points. And thus those key points
held the Germans who were caught in a trap.

And now let us pay a tribute to the great assistance rendered to the cause of

the United Nations by the strategy of Hitler, that great military genius who never

knows when he is beaten until it is too late to avoid disaster.

No- military error can be greater than inability to cut your losses - that fatal

feeling - just one more effort and we shall retrieve the defeats of the last few weeks.

He committed this cardinal error before Moscow in 1941; he committed it again,
despite all the lessons, before Stalingrad in 1942.

Let us hope that in Tunis in the next few months of 1943, this great strategist
is once again going to carry his military theories to their logical and disastrous

conclusion.

ind so it is that the strategy of Stalin, admirably assisted by his Generals,
and not least of all by Hitler, has led to the miracle of the last three months.

The retreat is over. Everywhere the Russians have turned to the attack. And in

that attack they are showing the same courage, the same skill and even more the same

endurance than they showed in defeat.

It is nothing for us to read in our papers of advances of twenty miles in a day,

of broad rivers crossed in a few hours, of night attacks, of forced marches over

railless and almost roadless country, And all that is going on in the depth of a

Russian winter.

It is something that our imaginations here can hardly grasp. Vie who are used

to a few degrees of frost once or twice a month; we to whom a week of snow seems a

portent of nature: we can hardly understand how you can even exist in a temperature
20 degrees below zero, let alone march and fight in it.

There must be in this hall many who fought in the last war and who have memories

of winter conditions in France, of the cold and of the mud, and who will remember how

difficult fighting became in the late autumn and how glad we used to be when the winter

lull occurred. And yet through conditions so infinitely worse this advance has

continued and still continues.

When we look back over these twenty months, when we review the sufferings and

the successes of Russia, do we wonder that at Casablanca Roosevelt and Churchill again

pledged themselves and their countries to the utmost aid for allies who had done so

much for them?
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Indeed, since June 1941, to help Russia, to deflect some at least of the pressure

from her, to supply whatever we could of her greatest needs, has been the chief aim,
first of ours, and then of Anglo-American strategy. It has not been too easy.

When Germany attacked Russia, this country had been holding out alone for twelve

months against the full force of the Axis attack.

All our resources were devoted to holding on, All our plans for the future, both

for operations and production, had to be based on a grin defensive.

A formidable air fores and large bodies of troops were ever ready within a few

miles of our shores.

The Middle East with all its vital strategic implications was in danger and within

a few months we had on our hands a new war against a formidable foe at the end of lines

of communication thousands of miles long.

And yet with all those difficulties the record of material assistance that we

have found it possible to give to Russia has been indeed a formidable one.

Within a short time of the outbreak of the Russo-German war, a mission from this

country under Lord Beaverbrook was in Moscow to settle the details of supply. Agreement
was sonn reached and here we owe a debt of gratitude to the energy and enthusiasm of

Lord Beaverbrook. That agreement has since been kept, in the letter and in the spirit.

By the end of 1942 this country alone had sent to Russia 3,000 tanks and over

3,000 operational aircraft.

When we think back to the opening months of the war, when we think what was then

our rate of production in tanks and aircraft, it is indeed a remarkable achievement.

And we can confidently say that this vital equipment has played no small pant in

enabling Russia to fight on despite the loss of much of her manufacturing capacity.

From this country a far bigger volume of key military equipment has gone to

Russia than we have received from the U.S.A. under Lease-Lend, But our material

assistance is not confined to these key items. For instance the U.S.A. and the U.K.

between them have sent to Russia 30,000 motor vehicles and over 800,000 tons of machine

tools, metals, ammunition, small arms, etc.

I should like to give an example drawn from unromantic articles, but articles the

importance of which in the Russian climate all of us can well imagine. Boots and cloth-

ing, One of the first requests that Russia made to us in the days of the Beaverbrook

Mission was for boots. By April, 1942, the entire 3 million pairs for which they had

asked had been shipped from Britain at the cost of 40,000 tons of shipping space.

With regard to clothing, one can think of nothing more important in the Russian

climate than greatcoats. In four days alone the Quartermaster General's Department
of the British Army baled, packed and despatched to Russia enough greatcoat cloth to

stretch from the White Sea to the Black Sea.

But difficult as has been the task of providing this mass of material, it has

been nothing compared to the difficulty of getting it there.

Every separate convoy to Russia - and we have now sent 19 great convoys - is a

separate operation of war,

In each of them we faced the risk of heavy surface ships, of submarine wolf packs
and of shore—based, aircraft in Northern Norway,

Each convoy operation has been a record of skill and heroism attended by great

perils and great losses.

But it is not only the direct effect. One of our recent large convoys had to be

escorted by no less than 75 British warships. Think what would happen if those escorts

had been spread over the other trade routes which we have to defend, in order to keep

this Island fed and fighting. How greatly they would have assisted in reducing the

grievous losses we have suffered. And how much of those losses must be counted as a

sacrifice we are prepared to make to help Russia.

/ But it is



5

But it is not in material alone that we have been able to assist our Ally.

In the air we have been able to create a real diversion.

The Middle East has been almost a graveyard of the German Air Force, Gallant

Malta has taken a heavy toll. The operations now in Tunisia are adding to the strain.

Daylight sweeps over France, daylight raids in Germany, heavy and persistent night

bombing, all play their part.

We can say with confidence that we are to-day keeping actively and expensively

engaged away from the Russian front, over one half of the German Air Force,

In the last few months in Libya we have destroyed many highly trained German

troops. We hope soon to destroy the thousands that he is throwing into Tunis. This,
at a time when highly trained German troops are getting scarce and when soon the loss

of quite a few may turn the scale.

Finally, by the bombing of Germany we are disrupting her communications, destroy-

ing her supplies and so reducing the provision she can make for her Eastern front.

Although this is a record of which we can justly be proud, it is the desire of one

and all of us that as soon as possible we should be enabled to do more.

All of us hope that once the destruction of the enemy forces in Tunisia has been

completed, great possibilities for future and finalstrokes will open up.

The great stretches of European coastline dominated now by the Axis will be open

to our attack. Who can say when or where that attack will come except that we can be

certain that it will come as soon as there is any chance of success.

The determination of all of us in this country is that sooner or later we shall

meet the Russian Army in Germany,

Before I close there is just one point that I want to make because it is of

peculiar interest to me as Colonial Secretary,

The fact that Russia is one great contiguous area disguises from many of us the

fart that within that area dwell many different racial minorities.

They have in Russia those same differences of race, language and climate that we

find in the British Empire and I have no doubt at all that when Hitler invaded Russia

he hoped for exactly the same thing that he hoped for with the British Empire, He

hoped that some at least of those racial minorities would prove disloyal to their

country; that he could foster ancient rivalry, play on racial advantages and cause a

disunity which night be fatal.

That, I an sure, was his plan in Russia, just as it was his plan with the British

Empire, and it is significant how completely he has failed in both.

All accounts of Russia, both of the front and of the rear areas, both of fighting
and of working, bear testimony to the enthusiasm and the loyalty of all those sections.

Many various races have fought for Russia just as many have fought with Britain.

I just want to give two examples - one from the Russian war effort and one

from our own.

The one from the Russian side is a story of a small, but fierce, engagement on

the Central front reported on the 31st December, 1942, It was fought by a single

battalion which had never before seen action, lifter a march of 65 miles it captured

a village from the Germans, The next day they were heavily dive-bombed by 40 German

bombers and then attacked by 20 tanks. The enemy assault was repulsed# In the night

the enemy got round to their rear, and through a narrow corridor heavily under fire the

battalion retired to a neighbouring village. Ammunition was running out and no early

supplies could be hoped for. The position looked hopeless and in this dilemma the

Russian Commander adopted the old maxim of Marshal Foch, "When in doubt attack”. Using

only their bayonets, they launched an attack, routed the enemy, broke back again into

the village and once more, and this time for good, entrenched themselves there.
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The point of this story lies in the foot that this new unttained battalion,
which fought so gallantly and successfully, comprised no less than sixteen different

nationalities.

Now for the example from our own war effort. I take it on the campaign in

Abyssinia which, after an advance of unexampled speed, culminated in the capture of

Gondar where the remnants of the Italian Army had entrenched themselves in

which presented the utmost difficulty to attack. After the successful capture of this

last stronghold, a parade was held in celebration. To this gathering of men was read

a message of congratulation from the General Officer Commanding, It had to be read

in ten different languages.

No one is as successful as Hitler in ensuring complete unity among his enemies.

You will remember I said at the beginning of my speech that although our primary

purpose was to pay tribute to the Red Army, there was, I thought, another and even

greater purpose of this meeting.

It is to demonstrate the essential unity of the United Nations, of the United

States, of China, of Russia and of ourselves.

With the turn just come over military events in the last few months, what must

be Germany's one hope, if not of attaining victory, at, least of avoiding defeat?

It must be to divide our forces, to play on the two themes - to Russia that she

is fighting alone, while others stand out; to us that a Russian victory means a

Russian peace and the eclipse of Britain and the British Empire,

Our answer - Britain's and Russia's answer - must be to trust In each other now

and to trust in each other after the war.

We have between the two countries now a pact, a pact which lasts not only for

the period of the war, but for twenty years after it.

If that pact is loyally observed by both of us, we shall during its lifetime

see, first of all, the complete destruction of Germany, and then, the rehabilitation of

the world. For great as is our need of each other to-day in war, no less will be our

need of each other to-morrow in peace.

History, I am sure, will record that the three months which have just gone have

been the turning point in the war. Behind us lie those tense days when we stood alone

against the Axis, when defeat stared us in the face, when any day, almost any hour

might have seen bitter fighting on the soil of England, Even now it is no time for

complacency, though it is a time for confidence. The opportunity for victory is ours

to-day if only we are men enough to grasp it. In the months that lie before us we

shall go through many dangers, bear much suffering, make many sacrifices, but no one

now can doubt what the outcome will be provided only we retain our unity and our

strenghth. We in this generation have twice In our life been through dark years when

the lights went out over here. We can see in front of us now, dimly and far ahead,
but surely. But this tine we, and by we I mean not only the British Empire but the

United Nations as a whole, will finish the job so that our sons will not have to go

through again the darkness which twice has fallen upon us.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
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