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THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AT CARDIFF

RED AHMST DAY

Following is the text of a speech to he delivered by
Mr. C.R. Attlee at a Red Amy Day meeting at the

Capital Cinema, Cardiff at 3 p.m. today.

It is always a pleasure to me to visit Cardiff and South Wales, where I have

so many friends. The spirit of the people of South Wales, as in the rest of the

country,, is magnificent, I have admired the spirit with which the people have

stood up to attack and the fine devotion of the civil defence services and home

guard, I know well what a groat contribution this area is making to the war effort

in the fighting forces and in the no less essential provision of munitions, coal

and other vital services, I do not forget that in my division in the last war we

had battalions from the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, the SouthWales Borderers and the

Welsh Regiment, I know how well they fought and that their successors today are

upholding worthily their splendid traditions* I had the pleasure some time ago of

announcing in the House of Commons some improvements which I think gave satisfaction

to the Welsh M.Ps. and the Welsh people, They were in my view rightful

acknowledgments of the Welsh national spirit. It was, I think, an action

characteristic of our British Commonwealth wherein are brought together many nations

all of thorn marked By their distinctive qualities hut animated by the same spirit

and filledwith the love of freedom, I, as Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs,
am well placed to appreciate how this love of freedom and respect for the rights of

others, which have enabled Scots and Welsh and English to live together in this

little island, have enabled us to build up a Commonwealth of Free Nations, an

example to the whole world*

What a contrast to the Nazi system which seeks to dominate and coerce all

nations and to remodel mankind into its own filthy image.

I see here today on the platform colleagues of mine from the House of Commons,

some of them from my own party, some from other parties, but today, without In any

way relinquishing their own views, co-operating for the, good of the country, another

object lesson of great value to the world, I note particularly the presence of

the.member for the South Division of the City, Chairman of the Welsh Parliamentary

Party who is shortly leaving on a Parliamentary mission to theUnited States where

ho villi on behalf of his colleagues present to the President a relic of the bombed

House of Commons, letters from the Speaker and Lord Chancellor, the presiding

Officer of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Nor will he

omit to convey from the Welsh members greetings to the large Welsh Communities in the

new land, I wish him a successful journey.

We are celebrating today the 25th anniversary of the formation of the Red Army,

It is a far cry to those days of 1918 when in the hour of defeat and humiliation,

out of the remnants of the old Czarist Amy there was born a new force, a I was then

serving in the Army and I remember well how I was cheered by the news that the old

corrupt Czarist regime had been overthrown and that for the first time in. the

history of Russia a new Government dedicated to the service of the people had been

created. The old Russian Army had of course its traditions. It had had its

notable achievements, but it was essentially ah array- of men mainly, illiterate

commanded by men drawn from another class. It had been the instrument of a

reactionary autocracy, Now a new array had to be created to be the instrument of a

people's government. The creation of this new army is itself no slight

achievement, I know a little of what the creation of a new army means, I served

myself for four years in the last war and saw the creation, of an effective division

take place from a mass of civilians leavened with a very small proportion of regular

officers and N.C.Os. Believe me, this is no easy thing oven when one is building on

well established and permanent foundations. The creation of an any based on an

entirely different conception of society is an immense undertaking. One may compare

it to what Cromwell did in this country when he made the New Model Army which utterly

defeated the Royalist armies which were based on an obsolete conception.
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Two things are essential; first the ability to organise and train both officers

and men; and secondly, but of no less importance, the ability to inspire the troops
with the spirit that alone can make victory possible.

Through the stress of the disturbed period that followed the close of the

Great War, and through the period of the peace, the building up of the Red Army

proceeded. There were, I know, those who doubted the possibility of achieving

success in this undertaking. There were many stories told which sought to belittle

his achievement. But all the time the work went on, I recall how in 1937, when

I visited Russia, I had much talk with generals on the subject of the Red-Army,
I was particularly impressed then with the use which the Soviet Government had made

of the Red Army as a means of education, I daresay that many of you have forgotten
how backward Czarist Russia was. To what an extent illiteracy prevailed. How the

great mass of the people consisted of entirely ignorant peasants. In the old days
when battles were fought by masses of men hurled against other masses with weapons

which, to us in these days, seem almost primitive, ignorance and illiteracy did not

natter much. Right up to the opening of the last war there was still in force the

theory that the only role of the soldier was to obey. The rank and file were still

largely considered as robots who advanced to the attack under the orders of their

officers. Theirs but to do and die.

This theory was already obsolete at the time of the last war but some of you

will remember the mass attacks of infantry by the Germans at the beginning of the

last war. As that war proceeded weapons became more complicated, the machine-gun

replaced almost the rifle. Fire power increased. Fighting called more and more

for individual initiative. I recall how in 1915 we manned the trenches thicker and

how at the close were were strung out in almost isolated posts. That process has

continued ever since. It lies to the credit of the Soviet military authorities

that they early grasped the need for education of the rank and file. They created

an army not of automatons but of thinking men full of initiative, Without relaxing

discipline they trained their men to take the initiative and to act without waiting

for orders. We have seen something of the same evolution in our own training.

But training is nothing without morale, and morale depends on a faith in the cause

for which men fight. Here again we draw a parallel from Cromwell’s army,

Cromwell not only developed new tactics but inspired his men with a faith in their

cause which made them irresistible. This too has been the case in the Rea Army.

This must always be so, I know it from my own experience in the last war.

It is true also of this war. Hen must be trained not merely technically but

spiritually if they are to attain victory. The strength of the Nazis also is not

merely their skill but their devotion to their detestable creed. We In this

country are strong ; in our devotion to freedom, democracy, and the British way of

life.

Note how in the building up of the Soviet armed forces the authorities

realised that war today is a war of machines. They developed the tank and they

developed the aeroplane. They led the world in the development of paratroops.

In no country was more attention paid to making the people air-minded,

how on my visit to Russia I saw in the Parks the towers iron which the people

practised parachute jumping. It was the sane with flying. In tn years

the war the Russians, with on eye to winter campaigns, trained ski troops which

have been so effective in this war. Behind the armed forces were built up in the

Urals and elsewhere, well in the interior of the country, a strategic reserve of

munition production. How farseeing was this we con realise from the course of

the campaigns of this war. Had the old centres of industry which lie in^ the

Western part of the country alone been developed, the German blitzkrieg might

have succeeded.

A few years ago if Red Army Day had been celebrated, it would have had to

celebrate possibilities rather than actualities. Today we greet ana celebrate

our allies in the midst of some of the greatest victories in history.

In this great theatre of war which stretches from the White Sea to the

Caucasus there has been a clash between two powerful antagonists. On the one

side: the Germans, who under the domination of Hitler and the Nazis have, ever

since 1933. deliberately organised the resources of a great people for war and

nothing but war. On the other side: the Russians who, desirous ox peace ana of

developing the immense potentialities of that enormous country, have felt them-

selves under the menace of attack. Like the Jews of old they have been seeking

to rebuild the temple with the trowel in one hand and the spear an the other.
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The initial advantage was with the aggressor# It always is so# Tho felon

who choosws his time to strike is always one ahead of the policeman Who is seeking
only to defend. The German armies surged across the frontiers in 1941. Beyond
all question Hitler, like Napoleon, thought that in one autumn campaign he could

knock out Russia, But once again the Russian winter Generals January and February

gave the Russians their opportunity to hit back. The losses were great hut the

flood was stopped, the tide was turned# Heavy losses were inflicted. Again huge
areas were over-run. In the Caucasus the coveted oil fields, vital to Germany’s
war effort, were reached. The position looked critical. But at Stalingrad
the invasion was stopped. It was more than stopped, it retreated. It did more

than retreat; its foremost elements wore annihilated. The battle of Stalingrad
is one of the decisive battles of the war.

Let me pause hero to pay a tribute to the steadfastness of mind of Stalin who

is in supremo control of Soviet strategy# It is one of the severest tests of

generalship to keep in hand reserves until the moment when they can be used with

effect. There is a very strong temptation to fritter them away by feeding the

defence instead of holding them until tho counter-attack can be mounted. You will

recall those days when the Nazi attacks on Stalingrad grew heavier and heavier,

When it seemed that the city must fall and tho Nazi hordes sweep onwards in

pursuance of the design to take Moscow from the roar. You will remember, too,
how the Nazis after conquering the Maikop oilfields seemed to be pushing on through
the passes of the Caucasus to reach Baku and the far greater oilfields in tho south.

That strength of mind and constancy were needed to hold those reserves until the

time came to launch tho counter-attack.

The counter-attack came in no uncertain form. Stalingrad was hold and its

besiegers became the besieged. Instead of Stalingrad surrendering, a whole Gorman

army, the flower of their attacking force, has been utterly destroyed. In tho

Caucasus another great army has been thrust back so that it is now in grave danger
in the Taman Peninsula* In the centre, Rostov has boon regained, Kharkov has been

regained and from Voronezh to the South everywhere tho Nazi forces have bean giving

way.

This has been a tremendous achievement! Hitler and his gang, making a virtue

of necessity, have had to stress the ordeal of tho German armies* They have, In

order to spur their people to new exertions, openly proclaimed the magnitude of

their defeat#

We are right to do honour to the gallantly and courage of the Russian armies,

but lot us do something more: let us pay our tribute to the organisers of victory
and to tho men behind tho lines.

It is easy on a small scale map to hurl armies across hundreds of miles, it is

a very different matter to feed and supply those armies. Those little maps which

you see in the papers give you but a poor idea of the immense distances which have

to bo covered under winter conditions by, the Russian armies# When you go home get

an atlas and a piece of thin paper, Trace the outline of the British Isles and then

apply it to the area of tho Don and the Donetz, TYou will find that if Rostov is

at Dover, Moscow is in the Orkneys and the Don bend describes a semi-circle from the

Humber to the Thames,

Do the same with our North African campaign* You will find that Montgomery's

march from El Alamein to Ben Gardara is as far as from Madrid to Berlin. If you

realise those distances, if you realise what transport means in a land comparatively

undeveloped, you will wonder at the continued intensity of tho Russian attack. You

will cease to be impatient when inevitable pauses occur# Those great events should

put a stop to the foolish talk which one used to hear that Russians, however good in

defence, could not attack and that the Soviet Union authorities woro totally

incapable of organisation.

I repeat then that wo are right to pay our highest tribute to the courage and

achievements of the Red Amy, but in doing so lot us not forget the civilians* Let

us remember the achievement of transporting machinery and plant from the frontier

areas to the interior of Russia, Let us remember the work of the munition workers,

men and women. Let us remember the work of the partisans behind the lines whoso

activities have been so severe a handicap on the German effort. Lot us pay our

tribute too to the Russian Air Force and to the Fleet in the White Sea and the

Black Sea, /We are
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We are met primarily to celebrate Red Army Day but it is well to take occasion

to review the whole w effort and to see the battles in Russia, in the Par East,
in North Africa and in the Atlantic and the seven seas as parts of one single

picture, as darts of a concerted effort hy men andwomen of many nations to destroy
a foul thing which has come to menace the peace and security of the whole world*.

All war is conditioned hy geography* The German attack eastwards across the

great land mass of Europe and Asia inevitably means that over a far-flung front

great armies are battling. It is the region of great spaces where there is wide

room to manoeuvre. Advances and retreats are measured in hundreds of miles and

the contending armies are counted in millions. How different was it in the last

war when the whole Western front was only, as long as the distanceshetween Veronezh

and Rostov and retreat for only a few miles brought our troops dangerously near to

the sea coast.

On the Eastern front we have a great land war. The Russians draw their

supplies from a great continental land mass. But even the Russian armies have

their interest in the sea war* Month by month, under conditions of the greatest

peril, our seamen have been bringing to the northern ports supplies and equipment of

vital importance to the Russian campaign. Monthly month over long sea passages and

through difficult routes through Iraq and Iran, another Stream of supplies have been

reaching dun Russian ally* No-one who understands the intensity of the sea war and.

the pressure there is on our shipping resources, no-one who knows the hazards of the

long sea voyage under constant threat from air, surface and under-water craft which

the Russian convoys have to meet, will underestimate the extent of the effort

needed to bring this aid to our ally, aid in tanks, aeroplanos and many other kinds

of munitions and supplies.

The conditions under which we and our American allies have to fight is neces-

sarily very different from that of the Russians, The British Commonwealth and

Empire instead of being a compact continental land mass consists of a multitude of

lands separated by leagues of sea. Our American allies are away across the

Atlantic Ocean, We and the United States have to face not only Germany and her

European satellites but also Japan, We have to carry on two ears, one in the West

and the other in the East, both involving long sea voyages before contact can be

made with the enemy, Our little islands hereare the spearpoint of the Empire

pointed at Germany, but the shaft behind the spearpoint stretches out across the

oceans.

When, for a whole year, the British Commenwealth stood - alone against the enemy,

we were fortunate in having a great anti-tank ditch - the English Channel - between

us and the Nazi forces, but this same ditch which defends us also prevents us
easily reaching our enemies. We can, it is true, and we do, constantly strike at

them from the air. We are in a sense the aerodrome of the Allie
s,

but we are an

aerodrome which requires a constant supply from overseas in order to keep it in a

fighting trim* So in the Mediterratnean Malta is an aerodrome of theAllies, and a

very gallant aero dromefrom which constantly most effective attacks are launched

against our enemies; but has cost something to aerodrome in good trim.

Whenthe German attack fell upon Russia, the Russian forces were able, though

at much cost to themselves, to fallback upon the great open spaces. In due course

they have turned to the attack and struck the enemy tremendous blows. In the same

way, when in the first phase of the war, first Roland and then France was overrun, we

had tofall back behind; our sea defences to gather strength for the counter-attack.

The nature of our Commonwealth and Empire and the facts of geography dictated where

we should fight.

We has to hold Egypt - a keypoint in our communications. From Egypt we struck

at Mussolini 's empire, Southwards to Ethiopia, westwards to Libya, north and north-

eastwards we secured our position no Syria, Iraq and Iran, We struck even in our

time of weakness when we were alone. We have continued to strike as our strength

has gathered. The battle swayed to and fro, until at last in three, months there

has come the great drive from the borders of Egypt to the borders of Tunisia, a

drive of 1,500 miles. These battles In the Middle East, which have had to be
maintained by supplies of arms and monitions and reinforcements over a long sea

route, have been difficult undertakings calling for the same skill, heroism and

determination as the battles on the Eastern front. The epic defense ofMalta

for long months under a more coventrated and heavy air attack then has been
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sustained by any other place ranks as a great feat of arms. This Middle Eastern

theatre of war has drawn off a very large proportion of the Axis air forces. It

has strained too the Axis oil position - a vulnerable point - and has - therefore

played its part in diverting important Axis resources from the Eastern Front * To

this, too, the Anglo-American occupation of French North Africa has contributed.

In Tunis the Germans, in view of the threat to their allies the Italians, have been

forced to open another front, an expensive front drawing off aircraft urgently
needed elswhere. The occupation of North Africa means that the Axis had to turn

its attention to the defenceof all the areas of Southern Europe occupied by
Hitler and his satellites.

Meanwhile, along the whole of the coast of Western Europe Axis forces must be

kept ready to meet attack. They do not know and I shall not give any hint to you

as to when or where the next blow will fall.

Meanwhile our air force is continually raiding both Germany and continental

areas, occupied by the Nazis, To meet these attacks air forces and ground forces

have to be maintained by the German High Command while munition making and land and

sea-transport is under constant interference, to say nothing of the effect of

bombing on the morale of the Gorman people. At sea the fight continues day and

night against the German U-boats and aircraft. The most intense efforts by our

enemies have failed up till now to stop the flow of vital supplies to this country
and the transport of troops fromacross the Atlantic.

I have called your attention to these things because I want you to realise

that on Red Amy Day we must think not only of the Russian forces hut also of our

own and those of our other Allies* I want you to see the broad strategy of the war,

a war which is one war though fought in three elements, sea, land and air, a war

which is fought as one war with one objective - the utter destruction of the Nazi

power, whether the fight is in the East or the West of Europe. We rejoice in the

Successes of the Red Amy just as the Russians rejoice in our victories.

But there is another Front where the British Commonwealth and the United States

are grappling with the forces of the aggressor - the Second Front in the Far East,

Here again you will see the same rhythm as you saw in the Eastern and Western

campaigns in Europe, Japan, like Germany, was ready to attack and chose her time

to attack. Like Italy, she chose her moment when she thought her victims were

fully occupied elsewhere. Like Italy, she will in due time pay the price. But

at first, in the face of the felon blow, we and the Americans had to fall back,

We suffered grievous losses, but in duo course we returned to the offensive,

Australians and Americans in New Guinea and Americans in Guadalcanal, have inflicted

serious defeats on the Japanese, At sea also, both in warships and in merchant

vessels, losses that Japan can ill spare have been sustained# Steadily the

enormous potential strength of the U.S.A. becomes an actuality. Meanwhile, in

Burma an advance has been begun in the very difficult country that lies to the north

of Akyab, Here, also, in India our strength is being built up, China, too, is

still in the field, I am not suggesting to you that either Germany or Japan is yet

beaten. They are both highly organised for war with great resources. They are

still inspired with devotion to their creeds of aggression, cruelty and oppression.

Their leaders will continue to fight, for they know that sire retribution for all

their crimes mil follow their defeat; but their confidence in victory has faded.

They know that they have passed the peak of their strength, whereas the United

Nations are not even yet fully mobilised, 1943 has opened with great battles;

it will continue with greed battles. We must expect to give and receive heavy

blows, but wo have entered on this year in a far bettor-grounded confidence then

In 1940, 1941 and 1942. But that confidence must be based not merely on past

events or hopes for the future but on stem determination not let up for a moment

until victory is won.

It is, I think, right to impress upon you again the fact that unity is

essential for victory. The rise of Nazism and the victories of Hitler before

the war, for this war began before 1939, were due to the disunity of the nations

which hated Nazism and to the disunity, in the countries which fell a prey to the

Nazis, Hitler's first failure was his failure to break the internal unity of

this country, but he still believes in this weapon. The recent speeches of

Goebbels and Goering and the proclamation of Hitler were all directed to an
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endeavour to sow dissension between the Allies, They seek to persuade Western

Europe that they are the defenders of civilisation against the Russian hordes.

One almost admires the dark impudence of the claim of those brutal barbarians to

be the saviours of civilisation* They are capable of claiming to be the saviours

of religion against Bolshevism, At the sane time they will try to claim that

they are the real social revolutionaries against Britain and America, Diligently

they try to persuade the Americans that they are being asked to save the British

Empire, while at the same time they tell us that we are destined to be the victims

of American ambitions.

The meetings between the Prime Minister and Premier Stalin and between the

Prime Minister and President Roosevelt, and between high ranking officers in the

Armed Forces of the United Nations, are directed to securing unity of action and

unity of aim between the United Nations, We shall not allow these devices to

succeed but remember this is the Nazi aim. There are people, foolsrather than

knaves, I believe, who take every opportunity of suggesting that there are

divergencies of view between us and our Allies. whatever their intention may be,

they are playing Goebbels' game. It is a favourite gambit of these mischief-

makers to suggest that one or other of the Allies is not pulling its full weight.
At one time it was a favourite suggestion of the Nazi propagandists that the

Dominion troops were doing all the fighting. It was, of course, a lie. At

other times the suggestion is made that we are doing all we might* Sometimes they
seek to belittle the American effort* It is the duty of all of us to do all we

can to counteract this kind of mischief and never to lend ourselves to the silly

game of drawing comparisons between the Allies,

We are fighting for a world of freedom, a world in which nations of different

outlook and history, of different traditions and of different economic and social

structure can live together in peace and work together in harmony for the general

good of all peoples. Naturally, therefore, there are differences between the

nations but there is unity of aim*. First, there is the common resolve to wipe

Nazism and Fascism off the face of the earth. Next, there is the common resolve

to build up a peaceful world based on the principles of the Atlantic Charter, a

world in which nations great and small may live together like good fellow citizens.

Next, there is the firm resolve that, having rid the world of fear, we shall Work

together to rid the world of want, I hold it to bo of the highest importance that

the comradeship in war between the United Nations should bo carried on into the

days of peace* We must not softer this war relapse into quarrelling and disunity*

The world is big enough for us all. The wealth that the world can produce is not

some, limited thing which must be scrambled for between greedy rivals. On the

contrary, there are infinite possibilities of progress in social and economic well-

being if the nations of the world, great and small, will work together for the good

of all. I am certain also that for the preservation of peace it is essential

that those who are bearing their parts in the struggle to bring to an end the

present aggression should stand, together and bean their shares in preserving, the

world from hiving again to undergo this bitter ordeal which we now endure. Above

all, I hold that the British Commonwealth, the United States and Russia should con-

tinue in peace as in war to work together as good comrades in the great adventure

of civilisation. In this great endeavour we are United, For these things men

and women of diverse speech and race and religion are striving and suffering,

I have spoken you today of the great battles that are raging, wherein millions

of men are engaged* I have talked of the masses of munitions that - are being made

and transported to the theatres of war. I have spoken to you of thegreat dis-

tances traversed by troops on land and by ships on the sea and by planes in the air v

In the Cabinet Room in Downing Street we see before us these big things, this

inter-play of tremendous forces, but we believe me, we-also see the small things.

Behind these struggling millions, I believe that every one of us who is charged

with responsibility in those high matters sees something very sample, but some-

thing universal, something which we find in every nation; the family, the father

and mother and the children, the simple people who suffer in war, who seek only

peace and security# Whatever their names may be, whatever language they speak,

whatever be the colour of their skins, they ere the people who suffer from the

ambitions and greed of evil men. We seek to bring to them, wherever they be,

peace, freedom and security.

We have faith tired when these dark clouds that oppress us are rolled away the

sun will shine more brightly than ever before on the simple people of the world.

We know that our cause is just and holy. We fight in the sure and certain

faith in victory.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
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