
Dear Professor Brice, 

33 Bury Walk, 

LONDON S. i.3. 

10th October, 1968. 

You will remember I sent you a copy of my proposal for a 
reassessment of the Linear A fractional notations, and that I was 
sending a copy to Professor Bennett as well. I wrote to him in a 
letter in the end, about it, as I had other matters to discuss with 
him, and have since snet him the sheets. But he took quite kindly 
to the idea of the double fraction being more than unity, and is 
going to go through his original calculations to see how it would work 
out: he calls it"the three halves" which is a more interesting 
definition than treating it as I did, as a unit plus a half what I 
had in mind was an actual measure like our 12 pint bottles of milk, 
1� of wine, pottle of cider, and so on and I have since asked him 
if it might not be reduced further to "six quarters" as the base figure 
would be a quarter under my reckoning and if one compares it with the 
other combined fraction � there must be some reason for a variation in 
combination. Perhaps you have some views on it yourself. 

What I really had in mind was to ask you if you would like to 
correspond on what we were interrupted in the Minoan libation 
formulae, on which you kindly sent me a reprint. The reason I ask is 
that it is so stimulating to exchange ideas with someone who has really 
been into the Linear A tablets and is simply interested in them as 
documents, because there is always something they have noticed that one 
has quite missed, and one hopes, vice versa. I enjoy trying out my 
phonetics, but primarily they always involve assembly and analysis of 
the texts, and now I have begun questing among the amounts for scales 
the non-phonetic element must get even bigger. However, in the votive

texts, it is the arrangement of the text that is the chief interest and 
the recurrence of formulary words, that is, the patterns one can see if 
studied, without even referring to phonetics. /hen you referred, and 
others, to "the Minoan libation formulae", I thought that was what you 
had observed and were referring to, and I was interested to note that in 
your reprint it was not so, that you had taken the recurrence of the one 
group instead and were interested in its elemants. I found this 
stimulating and of value to me, and in return, would like to give you the 
benefit of my observations from a different end of the stick.

Yours sincerely, 

Beatrice V. Gwynn. 
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