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Welcome to Praxis: A Writing Center Journal. We are a new publication
devoted to the interests of writing consultants: labor issues, writing
center news, training, consultant initiatives, and scholarship.

Because this is a publication whose first issue’s theme is “Who We Are,”
introductions are in order. We are Praxis: A Writing Center Journal, a new
publication devoted to the interests of writing consultants: labor issues, writing
center news, training, consultant initiatives, and scholarship. The journal is
edited by graduate and undergraduate consultants at the Undergraduate
Writing Center at the University of Texas at Austin, but we aspire to provide a
forum for the voices and concerns of writing center practitioners across the
country. So the “we” in “Who We Are” represents writing center consultants in
high schools, institutions of higher education, and communities everywhere.

Our title, the Greek word praxis, is typically translated as “practice,” which for
writing center consultants denotes both our work with writers and the training
we do to prepare for it. Praxis resonates all the more because it connotes
practice inextricably entwined with theory–the daily concerns of writing center
practitioners. The term, championed by both ancient Greek and contemporary
rhetoricians, makes explicit our connection with the field of rhetoric, the basis
for much of how we think about writing.

“Who We Are” is a meditation on the different identities of writing center
practitioners. Since there is no “we” without a writing center, this issue’s feature
article focuses on the effects of the higher education financial crisis on writing
centers. In addition to threatening consultant hiring rates, budget cuts are
affecting how consultants define their positions: whether paid consultants face
reduced hours, replacement by volunteers, or changes in working conditions
generally. Providing a more personal perspective, Diane Putnam’s column
describes how the budget cuts are affecting consultants at Cabrillo Community
College in California.

Who we are is shaped by what we call ourselves (and vice versa), and three
writing center practitioners–Jon-Carlos Evans from Webster University in St.
Louis, Missouri; Haeli Colina from Southwestern University in Georgetown,
Texas; and Judith Rosenberg formerly of SUNY Albany–weigh in on the
differences between coaches, consultants, and tutors. Even if it sometimes
remains unspoken, writing center practitioners are also rhetoricians, and Kristin
Cole takes us down the Yellow Brick Road of rhetoric in the writing consultation.
All of these titles refer to the professionalization of writing center work, which
can open doors to other careers. We’ve asked Julie Garbus, director of the
Northern Colorado Writing Center, and Michael Erard, freelance writer and
writing consultant, to share their experiences as professionals inside and
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outside academic settings. Career paths such as these have been fostered by
the pioneers of the writing center community, and none have had a greater
impact than Dr. Lady Falls Brown of Texas Tech University; on the occasion of
Dr. Falls Brown’s retirement, Elizabeth Piedmont Martin reflects on her
contributions.

Readers of Praxis can also expect regular discussions highlighting writing
centers in action. In this issue, News features writing center initiatives from
the Sam Houston State University Writing Center and the Salt Lake Community
College Community Writing Center. In the Training section Shelley Powers
offers a nuts-and-bolts guide to technical writing. And in Consulting we
spotlight the Write Place at St. Cloud State University in St. Cloud, Minnesota,
and our featured consultant, Monica Jacobe, from the American University
Writing Center in Washington, D.C. And all your grammar questions will be
answered in Columns by our fearsome Merciless Grammarian.

Though our home base is UT, we aspire to apply the same collaborative
practices of a writing consultation to the journal and welcome participation and
input from consultants of all stripes in all locations. We invite feedback on these
issues, either in the form of letters to the editors or articles written in response
to those found here. Our spring issue will focus on training writing center
practitioners, both practically and theoretically. We are also particularly
interested in people’s budget stories: Have budget cuts affected your center or
your consulting work? How is your center responding? Also, if you’d like your
center or one of your consultants to be featured in an upcoming edition, please
contact us at praxis@uwc.fac.utexas.edu.
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