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DISCOVERY STARTS HERE

Faculty Facts
UT Austin Receives $5.6M for Longterm Study of Alaska’s Arctic Coast
The National Science Foundation
(NSF) awarded a $5.6 million, five-year
grant to The University of Texas Marine
Science Institute (UTMSI) to establish
a Long-Term Ecological Research
(LTER) program and site along the
northern Alaskan coast. Research
at the site will focus on changes

occurring both on land and in the

intended to operate indefinitely, with

ocean that affect Arctic ecosystems

the NSF renewing funding in six-year

over time. This research could help

increments after the initial award. The

native communities anticipate

project, the first marine-ecosystem

possible impacts of future climate

LTER in the Arctic, is supported by

changes on the fish and wildlife they

the NSF’s Office of Polar Programs.

depend on. The grant establishes the

“The coastal zone of the Arctic is

Beaufort Sea Lagoons LTER (BLE-

under-studied, yet we know from our

LTER), part of the largest, longest-

previous work that the high biological

lived network of ecological field sites

productivity of these coastal lagoons

in the United States. Once LTER

is related to the seasonally dynamic

programs are established, they are

exchanges that occur between the
land and ocean,” said Kenneth Dunton,
a professor at UTMSI and principal
investigator for the program. “This
project brings together fantastic
scientific talent from across the
nation, including experts in field
ecology, water chemistry, physical
oceanography, sea-ice processes,
remote

sensing,

hydrological

modeling and ecological modeling,”
added James McClelland, an associate
professor at UTMSI and co-leader of
the project with Dunton. Along with
Dunton and McClelland, the BLE-LTER
Kenneth Dunton (left) and James McClelland near Nuvagapuk Lagoon, Alaska. Photo
credit: Ted Dunton.

includes co-principal investigators
Amber Hardison, assistant professor
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at UTMSI; and Bailey McMeans, adjunct assistant

fish are a highly sought-after bait for catching trout and

professor from the University of Toronto Mississauga.

red drum. They sell for $5.00 to $7.00 per dozen at bait

The data management component of the project is led by

stands which are supplied entirely by fish trapped from

Tim Whiteaker, a research scientist at UT Austin’s Center

the bays during May through July. Each bait stand around

for Research in Water Resources. The LTER research will

Port Aransas sells about 40,000 pigfish during those three

help to create a framework for predicting the impacts of

months. Multiply this number by the 5-10 large bait stands

future changes on the coastal ecosystem, which could

in the Port Aransas area and it is clear that there must

have important effects on native (Iñupiat) communities

be an impact on the ecology of our bays by removing so

and their reliance on lagoon and coastal fisheries for

many piggy perch during the summer. Producing piggy

their subsistence lifestyle. The lagoon food webs support

perch, or pigfish, through aquaculture could greatly reduce

large-scale coastal fisheries and more than 150 species of

this impact. Researchers at the Fisheries and Mariculture

migratory birds and waterfowl. The BLE-LTER will include

Laboratory are working on the requirements for spawning

seasonal field work during ice-covered, ice break-up and

adult piggy perch, rearing larvae, and growing the fish out

open-water periods, as well as deploying sensors to make

to market size. They have already determined the optimal

continuous measurements of key biogeochemical and

amount of feed to maximize growth rate while minimizing

other aspects of the water system. Researchers will track

feed waste, and identified the optimal temperatures for

how natural climate cycles influence coastal ecosystems

rearing and grow-out. The next step is to put the science

in the Arctic and how the effects of Arctic climate-change

to the test in a real-world environment. This spring, our

— such as thawing permafrost, changes in precipitation

scientists harvested several thousand fingerling piggy

and changes in sea ice coverage — alter those ecosystems.

perch and transferred them to Mark Kubecka, who has a

The NSF supports a network of 25 existing LTER sites in

fish farm in Palacios, Texas. Mark is collaborating with us on

ecosystems that include open ocean, coral reefs, deserts

a federally sponsored research grant that aims to develop

and grasslands. The University of Texas at Austin is one of

the technology for farming piggy perch as a commercial

only eight research institutions in the U.S. that manages

product. Mark will take the young fish that we have been

a marine LTER.

growing for about six weeks to his farm and place them
in cages in one of his ponds so we can determine the

Piggy Perch on the Move

optimal density of fish to raise together. “I’m really excited

If you’re an angler, you may be intimately familiar with

about this project because the research questions were

a piggy perch. These small, seemingly inconsequential

specifically those that would be of value to a fish farmer in

Researchers at the Fisheries and
Mariculture Laboratory are working
on the requirements for spawning
adult piggy perch, rearing larvae, and
growing the fish out to market size.
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terms of the commercial needs and economics” said lead
scientist, Dr. Lee Fuiman. In addition, Dr. Fuiman and his
team are collaborating with economist Dr. Andrew Ropicki
from Texas Sea Grant to determine whether commercial
production of piggy perch can be economically viable and to
identify future research needs that will provide the biggest
economic bang for the buck. Piggy perch aquaculture
shows very promising results. The technology could be
commercialized, resulting in new jobs, reduced impact
on the ecology of our bays, and potentially year-round
availability of baitfish to increase fishing opportunities. This

study is supported by Texas Sea Grant and the SaltonstallKennedy Grant Programs, both of which are funded through
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

Our educators aboard the R/V KATY are collaborating with
University of Southern Mississippi researchers to tag blue crabs.

Study Analyzes Trends and Gaps in Oil Spill Literature
Since 1968

appeared to generate a boom and bust cycle in interest and

Researchers from UTMSI with the Dispersion Research on

hands-on experience between hyper-spills and increased

Oil: Physics and Plankton Studies II consortium collaborated

time launching new research programs during boom

with Dr. David Murphy of Johns Hopkins University to survey

phases. Human health, certain geographical regions, and

oil spill studies between 1968 and 2015 to characterize

oil types such as diluted bitumen and fuel represent gaps in

the field and describe changes. The team found that,

current oil spill literature. Estuarine, brackish, riverine, and

despite its episodic nature, oil spill research is a rapidly

freshwater environments received less research attention

expanding field with a growth rate greater than science

than coastal and pelagic environments. Oil spill impact

as a whole. Research attention shifted dramatically to

studies focused more on microbes, invertebrates, and fish

the Gulf of Mexico following Deepwater Horizon, rising

than on plankton and protozoa. There has been growth in

from 2% of studies in 2004-2008 to 61% in 2014-2015,

the oil spill research community. The growth in the oil spill

making Deepwater Horizon the most studied oil spill. The

research field suggests that scientists, policy makers, and

analyses provided insights into research trends and gaps,

responders may be better equipped to understand and

particularly a long-standing lack of human health studies

respond to future spills. This research was supported by

(<1% of the oil spill literature). The researchers published

a grant from the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative.

funding. Implications of this cycle may include the loss of

their findings in Marine Pollution Bulletin. Using the Web of
Science database, this study team identified over 11,000
oil spill-related papers. Spikes in academic interest in oil
spills coincided with “hyper-spills” that attracted major
media and academic attention. The most notable spikes
occurred in the early-1970s, 1989-1992, and 2010 to
present, coinciding with the Santa Barbara, Exxon Valdez,
and Deepwater Horizon spills, respectively. These events
drove the geographical focus of oil spill research, with
a notable shift away from the North Atlantic and North
Pacific to the Gulf of Mexico. The focus on hyper-spills

Word cloud by David Murphy, lead author of the study.
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to foster relationships between Russian and U.S. oil spill
experts that will result in better oil spill response, damage
assessment and restoration research in both countries. The

workshop was supported by the World Wild Fund for Nature
and hosted at the P.P. Shirshov Institute of Oceanology of
the Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow, Russia.

Holt’s New Book is a Resource for Raising Coral Reef
Species
Dr. Joan Holt may have retired from research and teaching,
but she sure hasn’t slowed down. In March, the professor
emerita and her co-editors, Drs. Calado, Olivotto, and Oliver,
saw the fruits of their labor come to pass when their book
Director of The University of Texas Marine Science Institute,
Dr. Robert Dickey, was an guest speaker at a oil spill response
conference in Moscow, Russia.

Marine Ornamental Species Aquaculture became available
for purchase. This is the second book that she has edited.
Her first book, Larval Fish Nutrition, was released in 2011.
This book collects into a single work the most up-to-date

Director Speaks at Oil Spill Response Conference in
Russia

information currently available on the aquaculture of marine

Director, Dr. Robert Dickey, was an invited speaker for a

than 50 leading scientists and experts on different topics

workshop held on April 5-6, 2017, in Moscow, Russia. The

relevant to the aquaculture of the most emblematic groups

purpose of the meeting was to review the “Deepwater

of organisms traded for reef aquariums. From clownfish, to

Horizon Well Blowout; spill response lessons learned –

angelfish, tangs and seahorses, as well as corals, anemones,

effectiveness and impacts.” Russia is ramping up their

shrimps, giant clams and several other reef organisms, all

oil and gas production and transportation in the Russian

issues related with the husbandry, breeding, and trade are

Arctic. The goal of the workshop was to inform Russian

addressed, with explanatory schemes and illustrations

emergency and response agencies about oil spill lessons

being used to help in understanding the most complex

learned during the Deepwater Horizon blowout and clean-

topics addressed.

ornamental species. It includes the contributions of more

up. Sharing information will help the Russian agencies
improve their response systems that would minimize
impacts to the Arctic ecosystems should a spill occur. Dr.
Dickey was joined by several experts from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, University of
New Hampshire, and the United States Coast Guard. Dr.
Dickey lent his expertise on seafood safety concerns during
oil spill response. “The meeting was very informative and
enlightening. The Russian oil spill response authorities
have substantial and well-placed capabilities. I think the
sharing of our experiences and ideas for improving oil spill
contingency plans will be helpful to Russia and the U.S. in
responding to environmental and public health concerns
in the future,” said Director Dr. Robert Dickey upon his
return. It is anticipated that this conference will continue

Dr. Joan Holt holds her new book, Marine Ornamental Species
Aquaculture, released last month.
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Administrative Services
New Funding Received Since March
oo Ken Dunton, Jim McClelland, & Amber Hardison
- Long-Term Ecological Research: Beaufort Sea
Lagoons; An Arctic Coastal Ecosystem Transition
(National Science Foundation).
oo Brad Erisman - Cooperative Monitoring of Important

5

External Affairs
Gifts
Coastal Conservation Association of Texas provided $51,140
to support interior build out of the greenhouse at the
Fisheries and Mariculture Laboratory, which will include
plumbing, electrical and equipment. The greenhouse was
recently constructed with a grant from the Ed Rachal
Foundation.

spawning Grounds for Sciaenid Fishes in the Coastal
Bend (Harvey Weil Foundation).
oo Brad Erisman - Novel Integration of Advanced
technologies for the monitoring and management
of sustainable fisheries in Mexico (University of
California San Diego).
oo Peter Thomas - Training students in membrane
progesterone receptor techniques (East Carolina
University).
oo Jace Tunnell & Katie Swanson - Improved access to
Animal Rehabilitation Keep (Coastal Bend Bays &
Estuaries Program).
oo Ken Dunton - Impacts of sea level rise on marsh
habitats in the Nueces Delta Preserve (Coastal Bend

Several members of the Marine Science Advisory Council,
(pictured left to right: David Dunham, J. McCartt, David Peden,
and Dr. Major Bradshaw) met with state legislators in May to
discuss the benefits that the Marine Science Institute brings to
Texas.

Bays & Estuaries Program).
Community Outreach
Administration personnel participated in several outreach
events this quarter, including:
oo UTMSI sponsored and attended several banquets
including the Harvey Weil Awards Dinner, Coastal
Conservation Association Texas Corpus Christi
Chapter banquet, Saltwater-Fisheries Enhancement
Association Dinner, and Spring for the Animal
Rehabilitation Keep dinner.
oo College of Natural Sciences Advisory Council.
oo Presentation to Nueces County Republican Women’s
Club.
oo Nueces County Hurricane Conference.
oo City of Port Aransas Library Extension Ground
Breaking.
oo Informational meetings with federal senators and
Educator Linda Fuiman and Professor Emerita Dr. Joan Holt
visited with Texas Representative, Chairman Todd Hunter during
“Port Aransas Day” at the capitol. Courtesy photo.

representatives during Ocean Week in Washington,
D.C.
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13th Annual Texas Bays and Estuaries Meeting
On April 12th and 13th The University of Texas Marine Science
Institute (UTMSI) and Mission-Aransas Reserve hosted the
thirteenth annual Texas Bays and Estuaries Meeting. The
meeting featured distinguished speakers, Drs. Wes Tunnell
and Lisa Campbell, as well as presentations from over 100
researchers, students, and resource managers. Researchers
from around Texas came together to learn from each other
with the hope of generating a better understanding of our
diverse coastal regions of Texas. The participants provided
great presentations and posters that lent themselves to
thought-provoking ideas and problem-solving solutions.
Graduate students were presented with awards for the
best oral presentations and posters. The awards for oral
presentations were sponsored by the Coastal Bend Bays
& Estuaries Program and the awards for posters were
sponsored by the Coastal Bend Bays Foundation. This

event was hosted by The University of Texas Marine Science
Institute and Mission-Aransas Reserve. It was made possible
by the generous support of Sea Grant Texas, Coastal Bend
Bays & Estuaries Program, Coastal Bend Bays Foundation,
and Texas A&M University Corpus Christi Harte Research
Institute.

Kimberly Jackson (center left) and Jeff Kaiser (center right)
both received The University of Texas President’s Outstanding
Staff Award. Pictured here with Dr. Ken Dunton (left) and
Director, Dr. Robert Dickey (right). Photo credit: Phil Madland.

Scientists Receive President’s Outstanding Staff Award
Two research scientist associates from the Marine Science
Institute, Kim Jackson and Jeff Kaiser, were awarded this
year’s The University of Texas President’s Outstanding
Staff Award for their dedication to promoting advances
in research and cultivating a learning atmosphere for the
students and staff. Only 30 honorees are selected each
year and to have two recipients from one department is
quite an honor. Ms. Jackson and Mr. Kaiser were honored
at The President’s Staff Awards Banquet held in May at the
LBJ Auditorium in Austin, Texas.

Where We’ve Been
oo In March, researchers, students, and staff presented
at and/or attended the American Society of Limnology
and Oceanography in Honolulu, Hawaii; the National
Estuarine Research Reserve Association Meeting, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Program Managers meeting, and the National Association
Victoria Congdon and Erin Reed (left) both from The University
of Texas Marine Science Institute received 3rd place in the
student oral presentation competition. Austin Green (center)
from The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley took first place.
The oral presentation competition was sponsored by the
Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program (CBBEP). The students
are pictured with Rae Mooney (right), CBBEP project manager.

of Marine Laboratories meeting in Washington D.C.; the
PICES Small Pelagics Symposium in Victoria, Canada; the
National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association Symposium in
Williamsburg, Virginia; and the Gulf of Mexico 2017 Summit
and Gulf Workshop on International Research in Houston,
Texas. Our scientists also conducted research in Beaufort,
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North Carolina.
oo In April, researchers, students, and
staff presented at and/or attended
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the Science on a Sphere Conference in Detroit, Michigan.
Our scientists also conducted research in Pensacola,
Florida; and Amherst, Massachusetts.

the Gulf of Mexico Alliance All

oo In May, researchers, students, and staff presented

Hands Meeting in Houston, Texas;

at and/or attended the European Geosciences Union

the Deepwater Horizon Spill

Meeting in Vienna, Austria; the Southern Association of

Lessons Learned Conference in

Marine Laboratories in Wilmington, North Carolina; and

Moscow, Russia; the Editorial Board

the DROPPS II All Hands Meeting in Baltimore, Maryland.

Meeting for Biology Letters Journal

Our scientists also conducted research in Los Cabos/Cabo

in London, England; the All Hands

Pulmo, Mexico.

RECOVER meeting in Denton, Texas; and

Around Campus
Campus Improvements
oo The third floor of the Estuarine Research Center has
been finished to support laboratories and professors during
the renovation. All the staff have been moved over from
the main laboratory wing to the third floor of the Estuarine
Research Center and the Fisheries and Mariculture
Laboratory (FAML).
oo The main laboratory renovation with upgrades to the
HVAC, laboratory ventilation hoods, and roof have begun
and will be completed at the end of the year.
oo The engineering and physical condition assessment
for the rebuilding of the marina and bulkheads has been
completed. Award for construction will begin this fall.

Animal Rehabilitation Keep procures new truck for sea turtle
stranding patrols.

oo The engineering and assessment for concrete and
waterproofing repairs on buildings throughout the main
campus and at the FAML is ongoing.
oo The Lund House was outfitted with new window blinds.
oo New composting toilets were installed at Fennessey
Ranch.
oo An aquarium in the Marine Science Education Center
was updated with a video monitor to highlight a blue crab
mark and recapture study.
oo The Center for Coastal Ocean Science facility, adjacent
to FAML, was cleaned and partially renovated to house a

The Estuarine Research Center third floor office space has
been completed with new cubicles and office furniture.

mesocosm for the DROPPS consortium.
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oo The phone systems changed from analog to digital.
This reduced the universities phone bill by 2/3rds! The new
digital service will soon be equipped with session initiation
protocol that will enable the caller identification function.
oo The atrium at the administration stairwell has recently
been painted and will soon be planted with a xeriscape
garden.

Coming Soon
oo Beach Street apartment 212 is planned for a remodel
and will include new storm windows, appliances, paint and
additional updates. The remainder of the apartments, in
addition to Wilson Cottages, will be remodeled as they
become available so as not to displace any occupants.
oo The design for renovation of the pump house behind
the main laboratory of FAML is complete and renovation

The Thomas wet laboratory has been temporarily relocated
to the building adjacent to the Animal Rehabilitation Keep.
Several saltwater storage tanks are now equipped to service
that space with clarified water in the event of a red tide bloom.

is expected to begin in summer.

summer.

oo Several facilities at the Animal Rehabilitation Keep are

oo The conference room at the Fisheries and Mariculture

planned for renovation including the floor surrounding the

Laboratory will be renovated in the near future.

Barnacle Bill tank, new trail, electrical panels, and outdoor

oo The roof of the sand clarifying building is scheduled

bird cages.

for replacement.

oo The Bird Building at the Animal Rehabilitation Keep is

oo The Lund house and Dormitory D apartment are

planned for a complete renovation. The renovation is in the

scheduled to be programmed for keyless entry.

planning stage and will go out for bid soon.

oo The UTMSI vehicle fleet will get two new additions: a

oo A previous laboratory in the administration wing is

12-passenger van and a maintenance truck for grounds.

being remodeled to serve as a conference room.

oo

oo Way-finding signs will be placed around campus.

leading to the Animal Rehabilitation Keep and Pier

oo The Cafeteria will be closed from July 3rd to September

Laboratory in addition to the road leading to the Physical

4th. It will reopen on September 5, 2017.

Plant Compound.

A badge access gate will be installed on the road

oo The flooring of the pier laboratory will be replaced this

Mission-Aransas Reserve and Education
MissionAransas.org

Immersing Educators in Science Learning
This past March, a group of education leaders and practitioners from across south Texas convened to immerse
themselves in the research and theories of teaching and learning science. This “Reflecting on Practice” workshop
was hosted at The University of Texas Marine Science Institute and is a nationally recognized professional learning
program for informal science educators who work in zoos, museums, nature centers, and aquariums. Throughout the
workshop, the educators explored strategies to reflect upon their own teaching to improve the way they communicate,
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Building Resilient Communities
The Mission-Aransas Reserve’s Coastal Training Program
supports local communities in their efforts to become
more resilient. Coastal resiliency refers to preparedness
and ability to adapt to and prepare for storm and flood
events, and improving resilience can happen in many
different ways. Sharing information through a Bay Talk
at the Bay Education Center for example helps local
residents deepen their knowledge about the natural
Educators, Sara Pelleteri (UTMSI), Kathryn Takow (San Antonio
Zoo), and Surida Nañez-James (Texas State Aquarium), discuss
the patterns of talk during the Reflecting on Practice workshop.
Photo credit: Kristin Evans.

capital in coastal habitats, including how marshes or
oyster reefs stabilize shorelines, act as buffers for wave
action, and of course attract recreational activities.

design programs and support learning, including building
a shared language and understanding and establishing
habits of reflection and observation. One such technique
utilizes videotaping and review with colleagues. The design
of “Reflecting on Practice” is informed by research on
teaching science in informal environments and effective
professional learning. It has been field tested nationwide,
and is currently being used in over 40 institutions that
include children’s museums, natural history museums,
science centers, botanical gardens, art museums, zoos,
and aquariums. The University of Texas Marine Science
Institute and the Mission-Aransas Reserve are fortunate
to be one of the six leader sites from across the country
to offer and teach this program. The next workshop will
be offered in August (29-31) in Austin. This workshop is

supported by the National Science Foundation and the
University of California-Berkeley.

The coastal training program works with local residents, such
as those pictured here from Aransas County, to incorporate
informed science in land use planning initiatives. Courtesy
photo.

Another way communities can become more resilient
is having well-established plans in place for hurricane
season - the Reserve works with local emergency
response officials and community planners in developing
detailed planning for storm events and supports their
outreach activities to prepare and educate residents and
business owners in having their own flood and storm
response plans in place. The Reserve is also implementing
a project funded through the Gulf of Mexico Alliance to
unite resiliency scientists with local municipal planners to
more effectively communicate relevant academic work to
decision-makers along the Coastal Bend. Stay tuned for
more progress with our ongoing resiliency efforts!
On June 3, 2017, 19 sea turtles were released that had been
rescued and rehabilitated by the Animal Rehabilitation Keep at
the University of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas,
Texas. Imagery credit: Jace Tunnell.
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Boards and Awards
oo Jace Tunnell was elected to serve on the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s Center for Coastal and
Marine Ecosystems Community Stakeholder Advisory
Committee
oo Nicole Pringle was elected to serve as Vice Chairwomen
on the Coastal Bend Children in Nature Board and Kristin
Evans was elected to serve as the secretary.
oo Jace Tunnell received the Conservationist of the Year at
the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) Texas Corpus
Christi Chapter’s annual banquet, held this March,

New Education Coordinator
We are pleased to welcome Kristin Evans to the MissionAransas Reserve. Kristin is our new Education Coordinator
and has been developing and coordinating informal STEM

Jace Tunnell, Reserve Director, spoke to 5th grade students
from Shenzhen, China at BASIS International Shenzhen to help
them learn about Texas water issues and other environmental
impacts. The interview was led by their teacher, Ms. Danielle
Martin, and questions ranged from how does Texas prepare for
a drought - to what can we do about climate change and erosion.

education, science communication and environmental
programs for more than 23 years. Prior to arriving at the Reserve, Kristin was the project manager at the Coastal
Bend Bays Foundation where she lead efforts to educate thousands of folks through community events like Earth
Day-Bay Day and the Environmental Awards Banquet. Prior to the Bays Foundation, Kristin was Dean of Curriculum &
Instruction for the Texas State Aquarium (TSA) since 2014. Before TSA, Kristin served as the Director of Education for
Birch Aquarium at Scripps Institution of Oceanography, UC San Diego, the Education Curator for the Los Angeles Zoo
and the Interpretive Supervisor for the Sacramento Zoo.

Take a glimpse at the folks
working at the MissionAransas National Estuarine
Research Reserve and what
they do. Imagery credit: Jace
Tunnell.
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Spotlight on Students
Awards
oo Victoria Congdon and Erin Reed both received 3rd
place in the student oral presentation competition.

Fellowships & Internships
oo Arley Muth nominated for 2017-2018 Graduate
Dean’s Prestigious Fellowship Supplement because
of her external Environmental protection Agency’s
STAR Fellowship.
oo Benjamin Negrete was the recipient of National
Science Foundation’s graduate research fellowship
program.
oo Erin Reed was the recipient of the $1,500 Harry
Tennison Scholarship by the Sportsmen’s Club of Ft.
Worth.

Candidacy
Craig Connolly, Yida Gao, Joshua Lonthair, Kiley Seitz,
and Alexis Khursigara became official Ph.D. candidates
this spring.

Graduations

College.
oo Benjamin Negrete, Jr., Ph.D. program with Dr.
Andrew Esbaugh – joining us fall 2017 semester from
University of Rhode Island.

Students and Scientists Hone Their Skills in a Writing
Workshop
Students and postdoctoral fellows developed their
writing skills with a full-day workshop and writing retreat
this spring. Drs. Sara Saylor and Tom Lindsay from
The University Writing Center (UWC) visited the Port
Aransas campus to help our students and scientists
develop strategies and techniques to help write scientific
manuscripts and proposals. The workshop included
discussions such as beneficial writing habits and how to
edit and give feedback on manuscripts. For the writing
retreat the following day, participants focused on quiet,
sustained writing and had the opportunity for individual
consultations. These retreats are offered regularly on
main campus. We are very pleased that the consultants
traveled to our satellite campus and serve our students
and scientists. Liz DeHart, STEM librarian for Marine
Science, and Christina Bonsell, Graduate Student
Association, organized the event.

oo Jason Jenkins, M.S. “How Do Drying and Rewetting
Events Affect Nutrient Fluxes and Bacteria Dynamics
From Subtropical Estuarine Sediments?” Advisor:
Zhanfei Liu, May 2016
oo Erin Reed, M.S. “Relationships Between Climate,
Growth, and Fisheries Production in a Commercially
Exploited Marine Fish” Advisor: Brad Erisman, May
2016.

Incoming Graduate Students
oo Cody Dawson, Ph.D. program with Dr. Ken Dunton joining us 2nd summer session from California State
University, Monterey.
oo Spencer Ryan Keyser, M.S. program with Dr. Lauren
Yeager – joining us fall 2017 semester from University
of Wisconsin.
oo Marguerite Viola Langwig, M.S. program with Dr. Brett
Baker – joining us fall 2017 semester from Wagner

Dr. Tom Lindsay discusses strategies for writing documents
that are concise with a structured flow and logic.
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Taking Science to the Community
The University of Texas Marine Science Institute hosted
“Science Night” in coordination with the Port Aransas
Independent School District this past February. Science
Night was an opportunity for elementary and middle
school students and their families to learn about
the unique studies conducted at the Marine Science
Institute. Scientists from the Institute provided thirteen
hands-on displays and activities showcasing the plants,
animals, and communities that are the focus of their
research. Local students and their families got the
opportunity to dive into the details and learn more about
experiments that are conducted both locally and around
the world. They were able to see and operate the tools

Graduate student, Alexis Khursigara, and researcher, Lizz
Allmon, were some of the scientists that brought their science
to the community during the Port Aransas Science Night.

used to answer ongoing research questions. Activities

Mission-Aransas Reserve, The University of Texas Marine

ranged from microbiology techniques to Arctic science

Science Institute, Port Aransas Independent School

to local fieldwork investigating seagrass ecology and fish

District, and the Port Aransas Education Foundation.

spawning. This event is made possible by the Scientist in

Residence Program, which is supported by grants from the

Thanks to Texas Monthly Magazine and most particularly David Dunham, Marine Science Advisory Council
Member, a portion of the proceeds from the Cinnamon Shores Texas Monthly Model Home will be donated
to the Anthony Amos Animal Rehabilitation Keep Endowment.

							

Come visit when in town, tickets $10.

