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FREE SUMMERTIME AUSTIN
Wednesday
Blues on the Green: Grab 
your lawn chairs and settle 
down on the grass to watch 
local artists Shinyribs and 
Jackie Venson play at Aus-
tin’s largest free concert 
series.
Where: Zilker Park   
When: 8:00 p.m.

Thursday--Sunday
The Wizard of Oz at Zilker 
Hillside Theatre: Let your 
mind wander down the 
yellow brick road with a 
production of “The Wizard of 
Oz” in Zilker Park. It’s BYOB 
-- bring your own blanket 
-- so you can relax on the 
grass in comfort.
Where: Zilker Hillside Theatre 
When: 8:15 p.m.

Friday--Saturday
Purple Martin Party: 
Whether you’re a newbie 
bird-watcher or a veteran 
avian enthusiast, the sight 
of hundreds of thousands 
of migrating purple martins 
swooping in to roost at an 
Austin steakhouse is sure to 
amaze you.
Where: Texas Land & Cattle 
on I-35 
When: 8:00 - 9:30 p.m.

Sunday
Christmas in July Party: 
Don’t be a cotton-headed 
ninny-muggins -- head out 
to Easy Tiger to see a free 
screening of “Elf” and 
spice up your summer with 
a cheery holiday celebra-
tion.
Where: Easy Tiger 
When: 9:00 - 11:00 p.m.
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CITY

CapMetro implements student-friendly changes
By Albert Zhao

@_albertzhao

Capital Metro is working 
to attract more UT students 
to ride buses in the upcom-
ing fall and spring semesters 
by expanding its advertising 
and scheduling buses to run 
later and more frequently.

CapMetro said in an 
email statement its overall 
goal is to increase student 
ridership by 5 percent. In 
April, the board approved 
bus routes 801 and 803 to 
run every 10 minutes in-
stead of 15 on weekdays and 
every 15 minutes instead of 
20 on weekends. 

“We are excited about 
upcoming service improve-
ments that will benefit UT 
this fall,” the statement 
said. “We plan to monitor 
UT ridership and survey  

feedback to make sure 
we are headed in the  
right direction.”

CapMetro also said the 
801 and 803 routes will run 
until 2:30 a.m. on Fridays 
and Saturdays so students 
can stay later on campus.

Students have shared 
mixed feelings about the re-
liability of the bus services. 
Salman Siddiqi, interna-
tional relations and global 
studies senior, spent the 
past four years commuting 
to campus through Cap-
Metro. He said although 
the 801 and 803 routes have 
been mostly reliable, the 
other campus bus routes 
were not.

“I’ve had the regular bus-
es skip me before, but fortu-
nately that hasn’t happened 
to me on the (801 and 803 
routes),” Siddiqi said. 

Lonny Stern, CapMetro 
community involvement 
coordinator, said social me-
dia surveys will be sent out 
in order to receive more im-
mediate feedback and make 
quicker improvements.

CapMetro said incoming 
UT freshmen should know 
all of its services are free for 
students and faculty. The 
company plans to broadcast 
this more widely during 
freshman orientation by 
setting up informational 
booths on campus and post-
ing signs near UT garages 
and nearby parking lots. 

Recent UT graduate 
Mayra Zamora said rid-
ing CapMetro the past four 
years was her lifeline for 
travel because she did not 
have a car. Zamora said Cap-
Metro’s push for more adver-
tising would help students 

become more aware of an  
underused resource.

“It’s something everyone 
here should know,”  Zamora 
said. “If you’re not an Aus-
tinite or you’re not from 
Texas and coming from out 
of state, you may not know 
it’s free.”

CapMetro sustainabili-
ty officer Robert Borows-
ki said CapMetro’s push 
for more riders will help 
the city’s overall efforts 
to reduce Austin’s carbon 
footprint. Borowski said 
CapMetro is a participant 
in the Austin Community 
Climate Plan, an environ-
mental plan adopted by City 
Council in 2015 to achieve 
carbon-neutral emis-
sions by 2025 and net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions  
by 2050.

“The impact of a  

single bus is less than the 
total impact of the cars that 
would have been used if 
everyone resorted to driv-
ing alone,” Borowski said. 
“Public transit is one of the 
mobility tools to reduce our  
carbon footprint.”

CapMetro said in the 
statement it will announce 
more service improvements 
as the semester progresses 
through Connections 2025, 
the company’s plan to over-
haul and upgrade the city’s 
transportation network.

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Capital Metro plans on scheduling the 801 and 803 routes 
for a later time on weekends to benefit students.

CAMPUS

This summer, those visiting 
the Architecture and Planning 
Library can view an exhib-
it honoring the construction 
of the UT Tower as the final  
exhibit in a five-part series.

Hosted by the Architecture 
and Planning Library and Al-
exander Architectural Archives, 
the subjects for the “To Better 
Know a Building” series histor-
ically are chosen by students, 
faculty and staff of the School of 
Architecture. The purpose of the 
series is to spotlight the numer-
ous primary resources at hand 
for students to readily access and 
learn from about architecture. 

Examples include buildings on 
campus such as the Tower, and 
elsewhere, such as the Kimbell 
Art Museum in Fort Worth, TX. 
The UT Tower Exhibit started 
on Feb. 27, and the series started 
Jan. 30, 2015.

Architect Paul Philippe Cret 
led the design and construction 
of the UT Tower, and he is the 
focus of the exhibit dedicated 
to the Tower. Travis Willmann, 
a Perry-Castaneda Library 
staff member, said the exhibit 
showcases various material for 
the drawing up and building of  
the Tower.

“The Alexander Archives 
features a wealth of docu-
mentation for the design 
and building of the Tower,  

including construction draw-
ings, shop drawings, construc-
tion photographs and project 
files from the University of Tex-
as Buildings collection,” Will-
mann said.

Many students said they were 
delighted to learn about the ex-
hibit and its focus on the Tower. 
Juliana Iverson, Plan II and bio-
medical engineering junior, said 
the meaning of the Tower has 
changed for her since she was a 
freshman.

“Before I came to UT, it 
was just a building, but then I 
got here and it became more,” 
Iverson said. “From every an-
gle and in every lighting, it is  
powerful to look at.”

Business senior Omar  

Olivarez said he is looking for-
ward to checking out the exhibit.

“(The Tower) is a staple of the 
UT environment and an aspect 
of my everyday life,” Olivarez 
said. “I’m sure the exhibit will 
detail all the facets of the con-
struction of the Tower in a cre-
ative manner.”

The exhibit also includes il-
lustrations of the drawings of 
the clock. While majority of the 
exhibit comprises of reproduc-
tions, if a visitor wants to see or 
interact with the building, a sim-
ple walk from the library to the 
Tower works. 

Free and open to the pub-
lic, the exhibit is located in the 
Architecture Library’s Reading 
Room and will end on Aug. 7.

‘To Better Know a Building’ exhibits UT Tower
By Vanya Sharma

@vanya__sharma



“MODERN DAY PRESIDENTIAL” — 
that’s how President Donald Trump de-
fended his use of social media in a tweet 
on Saturday. Others have been less flat-
tering: after the president tweeted an ex-
tremely personal and sexist insult directed 
at MSNBC’s Mika Brzezinski last week, 
she responded by calling his Twitter rants 
“fascinating and frightening and really sad 
for our country.” The president also faced 
backlash from within his own party. GOP 
Senators Ben Sasse and Lindsey Graham 
both said his tweets were beneath the dig-
nity of his office, and House Speaker Paul 
Ryan offered this scathing critique: “I don’t 
see that as an appropriate comment.”

Trump provoked further outrage when he 
tweeted a video in which he tackled profes-
sional wrestling promoter Vince McMahon 
to the ground — only McMahon’s head had 
been digitally replaced with the CNN logo. 
The video originated as a gif posted by user 
“HanAssholeSolo” on the pro-Trump Reddit 
community /r/TheDonald.

So it’s been a strange week for social me-
dia in American politics.

Many commentators have blamed a sup-
posed decline in the quality of public dis-
course in the United States on the rise of 
social media, particularly sites such as Twit-
ter and Facebook. In the aftermath of the 

November election, many people blamed 
Trump’s upset victory on Facebook’s fail-
ure to crack down on the spread of fake 
news — a narrative Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg rejected at the time. The pres-
ident himself has speculated that he might 
not have won the White House if it hadn’t 
been for his Twitter use. Moreover, New 
York Times columnist Bret Stephens re-
cently wrote that he was quitting Twitter 
because he believes the site has “pornified 
politics.” He warned that it was “time for 
people who care about politics and souls 
to get off Twitter.”

If Stephens personally dislikes Twitter 
as a medium, that’s fine. But it’s one thing 
to have personal tastes and another to mis-
take those tastes for meaningful analysis. 
It seems like he and the president are both 
overestimating Twitter’s impact — just 21 
percent of American adults use the site. 
A fraction of those are active users, and a 
further fraction actively use the site as a 
means of political engagement.

Moreover, the problems with American 
politics significantly predate social media. 
The recent trend of partisan polarization — 
the increasing ideological distance between 
the two major parties — dates back to the 
1990s, according to a 2014 Pew study.

There’s somewhat more evidence against 
Facebook: for one thing, it’s vastly more 
popular: 68 percent of U.S. adults, and 79 
percent of U.S. adults who are online, use 
the site. For another, a damning analysis 

published by BuzzFeed in the wake of the 
2016 presidential election showed that be-
tween August and Election Day, the most 
popular fake news stories received more 
engagement from Facebook users than the 
most popular mainstream news stories did.

But ultimately, the problems with our 
politics are human in origin, not techno-
logical. In his column, Stephens criticizes 
the spontaneous nature of social media: 
“it’s whatever pops out. And what pops out 
is altogether too revealing.”

Perhaps “revealing” is what we need to fix 
our politics. Bigotry, rancor and prejudice 
didn’t originate online, but they’re certain-
ly more visible there. If social media sites 
force us to be more honest about the toxins 
plaguing our political ecosystem, then re-
nouncing those sites amounts to little more 
than a facile cop-out: a short-sighted act of 

socio-political grandstanding.
Groves is a philosophy junior from Dal-

las. He is a senior columnist. Follow him on 
Twitter @samgroves.
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Twitter not to blame for Trump’s  offensive tweets
COLUMN

Illustration by Albert Lee| Daily Texan Staff 

By Sam Groves
Senior Columnist 

@samgroves

Perhaps “revealing” is what we need to fix our politics. 
Bigotry, rancor and prejudice didn’t originate online, but 
they’re certainly more visible there. 

—Sam Groves 
Senior Columnist

Our commentary doesn’t end 
with the page. Visit 
dailytexanonline.com for 
related content:

Early mental health education

Misguided graffiti inititiative



The day before the end of spring break, my 
bus lurches through the streets of downtown 
Los Angeles. It’s a Sunday afternoon and I’m 
riding the LA Metro’s Silver Line, a Bus Rap-
id Transit system with deluxe buses in special 
lanes, on my way to LAX. Austin’s on my mind 
as I ride — not just because it’s where I’ll land 
in a few hours, but because a system like the 
Silver Line is being proposed for our city.

Project Connect, a study examining what 
can be done about Austin’s traffic, is analyz-
ing a potential BRT system in the middle of 
Interstate 35. Last Monday, Capital Metro ad-
vanced the I-35 corridor — among other pos-
sible routes — to Project Connect’s second 
phase, which will recommend where Austin’s 
next big transit investments should go. We 
should look to LA to understand how free-
way BRT might work in Austin. After study-
ing and experiencing the Silver Line myself, I 

believe that building BRT on I-35 would be a 
costly mistake.

Metro’s Silver Line resembles CapMetro’s 
own MetroRapid, which hit Austin streets 
back in 2014. Both BRT systems use sleek, 
modern buses that make fewer stops and get 
prioritized by traffic signals. In theory, that 
means faster travel times — but thanks to con-
struction and the usual downtown congestion, 
the Silver Line bus feels agonizingly slow.

The Silver Line bus leaves downtown and 
enters the toll lanes on the perpetually jammed 
Harbor Freeway. These lanes are the Silver 
Line’s selling point — like the ones now under 
construction on MoPac, they are dynamically 
priced so that traffic keeps moving. The idea is 
that the bus offers a reliable, affordable alterna-
tive to stewing in gridlock or paying up to $15 
to get in the fast lane.

Planners projected that by bypassing traffic, 
the new Harbor Freeway “transitway” would 
lure massive numbers of drivers out of their 
cars. When it opened back in 1996, its buses 

were anticipated to get over 65,000 boardings 
per day. But just a decade later, they stood at 
a paltry 3,000. By 2014, Silver Line boardings 
had increased to 13,600 — a respectable climb, 
but still far short of what planners envisioned.

So why did the Silver Line flop?
Geography may provide an answer. To board 

its buses in the median of a freeway — exactly 
as in Project Connect’s I-35 proposal — riders 

must use pedestrian bridges that are dirty, ugly, 
and inhospitable — in a word, “ghetto.” What’s 
more, a 2005 report by the University of South-
ern California found that the strip malls and 
single-family homes surrounding the Harbor 
Freeway — not unlike like those along I-35 — 
were not dense enough to justify a high-capac-
ity transit service. “The current land use and 
physical infrastructure makes these station ar-
eas unattractive, unsafe, and disconnected from 
the larger urban fabric,” it summarized.

The Silver Line works well enough — it’s 
well-used by Angelenos during rush hour 
and it indeed got me to my destination. 
But I couldn’t help but feel that the millions 
spent on its elaborate stations, flyovers and 
bus lanes were an enormous waste of pub-
lic resources. Over the next year, as Project 
Connect planners contemplate an imitation 
on I-35, they should look to Los Angeles for 
some tough lessons.

Ryan Young is a computer science senior from 
Bakersfield, California. He is a senior columnist.

Texas has a serious problem with equal pay; it’s 
existed for years, and the state is not addressing it. 

The average Texas woman makes 79 cents for 
every dollar the average man makes, but that’s a 
common statistic that doesn’t highlight the real 
issue. The average black woman in Texas makes 
59 cents on the dollar. Even worse, the average 
Latina woman makes 44 cents for every dollar a 
white man makes. For Latina women, Texas has 
one of the highest wage gaps across the United 
States, and the state has the nation’s second larg-
est Latino population per capita. 

Texas has a long history of opposing equal pay. 
In 2009, the federal government passed the Lilly 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which extended the time 
limit for filing discrimination claims in federal 
courts. 42 states adopted similar legislation, but 
Texas was not among them. 

In 2013, the state Legislature passed a bill 
designed to remedy the discrepancy between 
state and federal filing windows, until then-
Gov. Rick Perry vetoed its passage. In 2014, 
the San Antonio Express-News reported that 
during Gov. Greg Abbott’s tenure as state 

attorney general, female assistant attorney 
generals were paid $6,000 less on average — 
despite generally having more experience — 
than their male coworkers. 

Many consider the wage gap unavoidable, 
citing women’s lack of professional assertive-
ness or difference in occupation as a reason 
for the inequity. Certainly, many factors 
are at play here. Women are often forced to 
take more time off for family and maternity 
concerns. Minority women often lack edu-
cational opportunities necessary to attain 
high-paying jobs. Women on average work 
in lower paying industries. Despite these 
concerns, equally qualified female employ-
ees still make less than their male counter-
parts in the same positions. 

Texas ranks among the worst states for equal 
pay among minority women and far from the best 
for non-minority women. Lower wages through-
out a woman’s lifetime amount to approximately 
$500,000 in losses. This inequity contributes to 
economic inequality, especially among minority 
women. Such inequality negatively affects health, 
increases the chances of unexpected pregnancies 
or abortions and contributes to domestic abuse. 

At the end of 2017’s legislative session, sev-
eral bills aimed at increasing accountability for 

gender discrimination remained in legislative 
limbo. Texas has not made this problem a prior-
ity, and members of the Legislature have shown 
outright disdain for efforts to eliminate it. 

Gender inequality is an ancient problem, and 
eliminating the wage gap will take much more 
than a single bill. But the state’s unwillingness 

to approach the issue, or even to align with 
moderate federal statutes addressing it reflects 
the underlying disrespect this legislature has for 
women — especially minority women — with-
in the state. 

Anderson is a Plan II and history sophomore 
from Houston. Follow her on Twitter @lizabeen
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Texas must address wage gap
By Liza Anderson

Columnist 
@lizabeen

By Ryan Young
Senior Columnist

Infographic by Kelly Smith| Daily Texan Staff 

LA Metro’s Silver Line suggests BRT on I-35 would fail
COLUMN

Over the next year, as Project 
Connect planners contemplate an 
imitation on Interstate 35, they 
should look to Los Angeles for some 
tough lessons.

—Ryan Young, 
Senior Columnist
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SCIENCE&TECH

A recent study from the 
McCombs School of Business 
found that keeping smart-
phones within reach can 
reduce available cognitive 
capacity, or the amount of infor-
mation the brain can retain at a  
particular time.

In their first experiment, the 
researchers asked participants 
to place their phones either in 
their pocket or bag, on the desk 
face down, or outside the room 
altogether. The participants 
then completed a series of tasks 
designed to measure available 
cognitive capacity. 

McCombs assistant professor 
Adrian Ward, the lead author 
of the study, said the people 
whose phones were in another 
room outperformed those with 
their phones on the desk or in  
their pockets.

“We have really limited men-
tal resources that we use for ba-
sically everything,” Ward said. 
“The location of the phones had 
a significant effect on cognitive 
capacity. It didn’t even matter  

whether the phones were 
off or on. Just suppress-
ing the temptation to use it 
was enough to devote less  
attention to the tests.”

The researchers then con-
ducted a second experiment 
in which participants self-re-
ported their smartphone re-
liance and then took the tests 
from the first experiment. The 
cognitive capacity of partic-
ipants with a greater depen-
dence on their smartphones 
changed more significant-
ly when their phone was in  
the room. 

Ward said he thinks the de-
crease in cognition is due to how 
personal phones are, as well as 
their general ability to connect  
with everything.

“Some things are always rel-
evant to us — we always pay 
attention to them,” Ward said. 
“For example, if you’re in a con-
versation and someone else says 
your name, you still hear it. As 
we continue to depend on these 
devices, having them there is 
almost like hearing your name. 
We have to resist the urge to pay 
attention to it.”

Although Ward’s research 
suggests phones might be a 
brain drain, he also said that 
removing people from their 
phones could cause them to 
perform worse due to separa-
tion anxiety. Finance sopho-
more Zach Wendell said he is 
less able to concentrate without 
his phone.

“I’m so used to the feeling of 
having my phone that if I didn’t 
have it, it would distract me,” 
Wendell said. “Like if I walk 
around without it in my pocket, 
it feels weird. Usually, I get dis-
tracted only if I unlock it.”

Ward said he will con-
duct follow-ups in different 
environments to determine 
what practical effect smart-
phones really have, but that 
desk tasks are probably the 
most problematic areas  
for phones.

“Forcing yourself to stay on 
task takes up cognitive resourc-
es,” Ward said. “What I do is 
get my phone off my body and 
out of sight. I hide my phone 
in the corner of the room. I 
think it’s a good idea to separate  
ourselves a little bit.”

By Jack Stenglein
@thedailytexan

RECYCLE
your copy of

listen 
fridays 

at 
5 p.m.

newscast

@thedailytexan

Follow us for news, updates and more.

Study: Smartphone presence affects 
cognitive skill, even when shut off

Illustration by Victoria Smith | Daily Texan Staff
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Although Ward’s research 
suggests phones might be a 
brain drain, he also said that 
removing people from their 
phones could cause them to 
perform worse due to separa-
tion anxiety. Finance sopho-
more Zach Wendell said he is 
less able to concentrate without 
his phone.

“I’m so used to the feeling of 
having my phone that if I didn’t 
have it, it would distract me,” 
Wendell said. “Like if I walk 
around without it in my pocket, 
it feels weird. Usually, I get dis-
tracted only if I unlock it.”

Ward said he will con-
duct follow-ups in different 
environments to determine 
what practical effect smart-
phones really have, but that 
desk tasks are probably the 
most problematic areas  
for phones.

“Forcing yourself to stay on 
task takes up cognitive resourc-
es,” Ward said. “What I do is 
get my phone off my body and 
out of sight. I hide my phone 
in the corner of the room. I 
think it’s a good idea to separate  
ourselves a little bit.”

UNIVERSITY

Fenves to reallocate funds for merit-based raises
By Tristan Davantes

@tristandavantes

Last Wednesday, Presi-
dent Gregory Fenves an-
nounced a budget cut of 
$20 million in order to 
fund merit-based sala-
ry increases for faculty 
and staff starting next  
academic year. 

Additional funding for 
the raises will come from 
individual departments 
and administrative bodies, 
which will help determine 
how the funds should be 
distributed among faculty 
and staff, Fenves said. 

“To continue recruit-
ing and retaining the fac-
ulty and staff members 
who are at the heart of 

the university, we must  
invest in them,” Fenves 
said in a statement.

Cindy Posey, director 
of internal and campus 
safety communications, 
said it is still being de-
termined which specif-
ic programs will receive  
spending cuts. 

“We are going to have to 
make some tough choices 
about what we continue to 
do and what we will dis-
continue,” said Darrell Ba-
zzell, senior vice president 
and chief financial officer, 
in a statement to faculty  
and staff. 

Posey said this change 
invests in the Univer-
sity’s original meth-
od of determining  

merit-based salaries. 
“Each year salary  

decisions are recommend-
ed by the University Bud-
get Council and approved 
by the president,” Posey 
said in an email. “This 
year is no different. And 
they are merit-based, so 
worth noting that not ev-
eryone will see the same 
increase.”  

Last month, the Texas 
Legislature passed a bien-
nial budget that reduced 
the University’s funding 
by $32 million per year, 
prompting the $20 million 
cut in spending, which 
is about 2 percent of the 
University’s core budget, 
Fenves said. 

“Even if UT Austin’s base 

funding had remained flat, 
inflation and increases in 
operating costs would have 
necessitated decreases in 
other areas,” Fenves said in  
a statement. 

To make for a smoother 
transition period, Fenves 
said in the statement that 
the Texas Legislature  
provided the University 
with a one-year delay on 

the budget decrease that 
will be implemented for the  
upcoming biennium. 

“Base funding in the fu-
ture remains uncertain,”  
Fenves said. 

LEGACY

John Robertson, 74, a 
long-time UT law profes-
sor and bioethicist, passed 
away Wednesday, accord-
ing to a press release from  
Texas Law.

Receiving an undergradu-
ate degree from Dartmouth 
College, Robertson attended 
Harvard Law School, where 
he earned his juris doctor.

“John was just about the 
best mentor to young schol-
ars I have ever encountered,” 
said Glenn Cohen, Harvard 
law professor, in a memori-
al to Robertson. “I met him 
first while I was a fellow at 
an (American Society of 
Law, Medicine & Ethics) 
event and I was blown away 
by the warmth and generosi-
ty of someone I considered a  
giant in the field.”

Robertson was a faculty 
member at the University 
since 1980, with a special-
ization in bioethics, where 
he examined ethical issues 
in health care and health 
policy. He received a lifetime 
achievement award in 2010 
from the ASLME, according 
to his obituary on the Texas 
Law website.

John Dzienkowski, profes-
sor at the UT School of Law, 
said Robertson’s work helped 
make bioethics a more  
prominent field.

“That’s what he was real-
ly known for,” Dzienkowski 
said. “Being an early scholar 
in the field of bioethics.”

Apart from his academic 
achievements, Dzienkowski 
said that Robertson was a 
very passionate art collector. 

“He was a great lover 
of paintings and the arts,”  
Dzienkowski said. “He had 

a great art collection, and he 
actually spent a lot of time 
talking about that and pro-
moting local artists.”

Robertson was involved 
in choosing the many 
paintings that decorate the 
fifth and sixth floors of the 
law school, according to 
an obituary on the Texas  
Law website. 

“Some borrowed from 
the Blanton Museum, oth-
ers from galleries and artists 
in Austin and beyond, and 
some even taken from his 
personal collection,” said 
in an obituary on the Texas 
Law website. 

Dzienkowski said Rob-
ertson had very good rela-
tionships with students and  
faculty members.

“I can’t believe he is gone,” 
Cohen said in Robertson’s 
memorial. “The world seems 
a little darker.” 

UT law professor John Robertson dies
By Tristan Davantes

@tristandavantes

Marshall Tidrick
Daily Texan Staff

UT President Gregory 
Fenves announced 
a $20 million 
budget cut to fund 
merit-based salary 
increases for faculty 
and staff. The Texas 
Legislature passed a 
budget that reduced 
the University’s fund-
ing by $32 million 
per year.



A sprinkle of German an-
cestry and a touch of Mexi-
can roots, mixed with a little 
Texas spice, produce the salsa 
that is Tejano music, a genre 
that has been giving flavor 
to the Latino music scene  
for generations. 

Since the inception of Te-
jano music, Austin has been 
a hub for Tejano performers. 
Now, Tejano music nights at 
local venues such as Texas 
Club Bar and Grill, Tropicana 
and OK Corral, combined 
with Tejano music idol con-
tests and local festival perfor-
mances are working to keep 
the Tejano music scene alive. 

“When the city does events, 
we are the live music capital 
of the world, (but) whenev-
er they do events, they never 
include Tejano music,” said 
Aggie Sanchez, president of 
the Austin Tejano Music Coa-
lition. “It is not the first type of 
music people think when they 
do an event in Austin.”

Sanchez said they began the 
coalition to increase the dwin-
dling support for the Tejano 
industry and have since been 
able to have small wins as they 
fight for increased presence in 
the Austin music scene. San-
chez said it isn’t enough yet 
considering that close to 40 
percent of Austin’s population 
has Mexican American roots. 

“I see it improving a little 
bit, and it is because of Mayor 
(Steve Adler),” Sanchez said. 
“The city has a budget to go 
towards music in the city and 
in the past the Hispanic mu-
sic people have gotten I think 
11 percent of that budget, and 
that is a sad case. So, what the 
mayor has done is he is trying 
to improve it.”

After two years of fight-
ing for funds and with the 
implementation of new mu-
sic programs and help from  

Hispanic commissioners, 
Sanchez said the coalition has 
received government funds 
for the first time to create 
and promote Tejano music 
events, such as the recent Te-
jano Heritage Celebration at  
the Capitol. 

“We had people dancing on 
the lawn of the Capitol,” San-
chez said. “I’m really happy 
and proud that they helped 
us do that. But that was the 
first time they have done that. 
We have been together for  
12 years.”  

Local venues have also 
joined the effort to preserve 
the Tejano industry by host-
ing weekly Tejano nights. 
Danny Sifuentez, owner of 
Texas Club Bar and Grill, said 
this was a part of his initial 
idea when he decided to open  
his business. 

“My dad used to have a bar 
when he was young, and I al-
ways wanted to open up one, 
so I did and Tejano music 
is what I listen to,” Sifuentez 
said. “I’m trying to bring in 
bands and keep it going. It is 

what I listened to all my life 
since I was little.” 

Sifuentez said he has no-
ticed business has slowed a lit-
tle and it has even gotten him 
to consider bringing in other 
types of music like country. 
Though he said they are one 
of the few locations where the 
public can still enjoy Tejano, 
the younger generations are 
not attracted to it. 

“There used to be a lot of 
bars on the east side, and they 
have been bought out, so there 
is not a lot of places that have 
Tejano music here in Austin,” 
Sifuentez said. “The younger 
generation, they don’t listen 
to Tejano anymore, that’s why 
it is dying out.” 

With the decreased pres-
ence of Tejano venues, Steve 
“Rat” Silvas, founder of local 
Tejano band Canonazo, said it 
has become increasingly diffi-
cult for them to find places at 
which to play or that are will-
ing to pay what other states 
would normally pay. 

“The support is there, but 
the only problem is when it 

comes to paying to go see art-
ists,” Silvas said. “Once you 
start charging a $20 cover, it 
becomes a problem. Whereas, 
you play in California or Chi-
cago, the people over there 
are really supportive because 
they want Tejano music out 
there and they pay $40 or 
$50. It is not like it used to be 
it is not dies off, but the kids 
want to listen to Latin pop,  
other genres.”

Silvas said it is worth put-
ting the effort to preserve the 
Tejano industry so that new 
generations understand where 
these sounds come from and 
how these sounds represent 
their culture and identity. 

“From generations on, we 
want this to keep going be-
cause it is a Mexican Amer-
ican culture, it is an Amer-
ican culture,” Silvas said. 
“We grew up in schools, we 
got taught jazz, blues, so a 
lot of this we integrate into 
the Tejano scene. We are 
not totally a Mexican band; 
we are Tex-Mex, we are an  
American band.”

8-Doubletruck
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Tejano music originated in South and Central Texas and mixes Eastern European folk 
music with traditional Mexican music. It has many popular forms, all with their own distinct 

sound, but they share and borrow from other genres to create something new.
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Polka
Tejano music is not complete without polkas. 

When settlers from the Czech Republic, Germany 
and other Eastern European countries immigrated 
to Texas, they brought their polkas as well. The word 
“polka” stems from the Czech word for half, because 
the dance that accompanies the music uses half-steps. 
Polka is a fast, steady 2/4 with eight bar phrases. The 
influence of the European polka with traditional 
Mexican music created the genre now known as Te-
jano music. The polka rhythms and sounds can still 
be heard in songs such as “Viva Seguin” by Arriba  
El Norte.

Cumbia
While all types of Tejano music are dance-orient-

ed, cumbia’s dances are more closely tied to its mu-
sic. Originally a courtship dance practiced in Co-
lombia, this style took Americans by storm in the 
mid-20th century. Since then it has been incorpo-
rated by Tejano bands around Texas and the United 
States. Traditional cumbias include the drums and 
claves, a pair of wooden sticks that produce a hol-
low sound when struck together, but today’s cum-
bias add in guitars and accordions. Selena Quintan-
illa-Perez was well known for her cumbias, such as 
“Techno Cumbia.”

Conjunto
When German settlers introduced the button 

accordion in the late 19th century, the introduc-
tion gave birth to Mexican conjunto, or conjunto 
tejano. A conjunto band consists of the button ac-
cordion, the bajo sexto, drums and an electric bass. 
Flaco Jimenez is the most widely known conjunto  
musician with songs such as “El Guero Polkas.”

Bolero
Unlike cumbias, boleros are slow, played in a 

3/4 time signature with a dance following suit. 
The Cuban bolero influenced Tejano boleros more 
than Spanish boleros. Though they fell out of pop-
ularity in the 1980s, the 1991 album Romance by 
Luis Miguel led to a reappearance of the songs in  
Tejano music.

Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan Staff
The Valdez’s celebrate their eight-year anniversary at Tropicana’s Tejano Night. Tropicana 
keeps the Tejano tradition alive by hosting this musical event every Friday. 

Austin works to preserve Tejano musicFive relatives, influences 
of modern Tejano music

Ranchera
In the same way polka came from Eastern Eu-

rope, the ranchera comes from traditional Mexican 
folk songs, consisting of themes about patriotism 
and nature. Getting their name from the ranches in 
Mexico where they began, rancheras are not ballads 
like corridos, but share similarities of instrumenta-
tion and sometimes rhythm. Violins, trumpets and 
guitars are prominent in this type of Tejano music. 
“El Rey” by Jose Alfredo Jimenez is one of the most 
popular rancheras of all time.

Illustrations by Jacky Tovar and Rachel Tyler | Daily Texan Staff
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This week, we’re celebrating Austin’s vibrant Tejano music scene. Check out these sto-
ries on the genre’s musical origins and the presence of Tejano venues in the city. Then 

head to our site to read more on local artists and culture.
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cestry and a touch of Mexi-
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that is Tejano music, a genre 
that has been giving flavor 
to the Latino music scene  
for generations. 

Since the inception of Te-
jano music, Austin has been 
a hub for Tejano performers. 
Now, Tejano music nights at 
local venues such as Texas 
Club Bar and Grill, Tropicana 
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with Tejano music idol con-
tests and local festival perfor-
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the Tejano music scene alive. 

“When the city does events, 
we are the live music capital 
of the world, (but) whenev-
er they do events, they never 
include Tejano music,” said 
Aggie Sanchez, president of 
the Austin Tejano Music Coa-
lition. “It is not the first type of 
music people think when they 
do an event in Austin.”

Sanchez said they began the 
coalition to increase the dwin-
dling support for the Tejano 
industry and have since been 
able to have small wins as they 
fight for increased presence in 
the Austin music scene. San-
chez said it isn’t enough yet 
considering that close to 40 
percent of Austin’s population 
has Mexican American roots. 

“I see it improving a little 
bit, and it is because of Mayor 
(Steve Adler),” Sanchez said. 
“The city has a budget to go 
towards music in the city and 
in the past the Hispanic mu-
sic people have gotten I think 
11 percent of that budget, and 
that is a sad case. So, what the 
mayor has done is he is trying 
to improve it.”

After two years of fight-
ing for funds and with the 
implementation of new mu-
sic programs and help from  

Hispanic commissioners, 
Sanchez said the coalition has 
received government funds 
for the first time to create 
and promote Tejano music 
events, such as the recent Te-
jano Heritage Celebration at  
the Capitol. 

“We had people dancing on 
the lawn of the Capitol,” San-
chez said. “I’m really happy 
and proud that they helped 
us do that. But that was the 
first time they have done that. 
We have been together for  
12 years.”  

Local venues have also 
joined the effort to preserve 
the Tejano industry by host-
ing weekly Tejano nights. 
Danny Sifuentez, owner of 
Texas Club Bar and Grill, said 
this was a part of his initial 
idea when he decided to open  
his business. 

“My dad used to have a bar 
when he was young, and I al-
ways wanted to open up one, 
so I did and Tejano music 
is what I listen to,” Sifuentez 
said. “I’m trying to bring in 
bands and keep it going. It is 

what I listened to all my life 
since I was little.” 

Sifuentez said he has no-
ticed business has slowed a lit-
tle and it has even gotten him 
to consider bringing in other 
types of music like country. 
Though he said they are one 
of the few locations where the 
public can still enjoy Tejano, 
the younger generations are 
not attracted to it. 

“There used to be a lot of 
bars on the east side, and they 
have been bought out, so there 
is not a lot of places that have 
Tejano music here in Austin,” 
Sifuentez said. “The younger 
generation, they don’t listen 
to Tejano anymore, that’s why 
it is dying out.” 

With the decreased pres-
ence of Tejano venues, Steve 
“Rat” Silvas, founder of local 
Tejano band Canonazo, said it 
has become increasingly diffi-
cult for them to find places at 
which to play or that are will-
ing to pay what other states 
would normally pay. 

“The support is there, but 
the only problem is when it 

comes to paying to go see art-
ists,” Silvas said. “Once you 
start charging a $20 cover, it 
becomes a problem. Whereas, 
you play in California or Chi-
cago, the people over there 
are really supportive because 
they want Tejano music out 
there and they pay $40 or 
$50. It is not like it used to be 
it is not dies off, but the kids 
want to listen to Latin pop,  
other genres.”

Silvas said it is worth put-
ting the effort to preserve the 
Tejano industry so that new 
generations understand where 
these sounds come from and 
how these sounds represent 
their culture and identity. 

“From generations on, we 
want this to keep going be-
cause it is a Mexican Amer-
ican culture, it is an Amer-
ican culture,” Silvas said. 
“We grew up in schools, we 
got taught jazz, blues, so a 
lot of this we integrate into 
the Tejano scene. We are 
not totally a Mexican band; 
we are Tex-Mex, we are an  
American band.”
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Tejano music is not complete without polkas. 

When settlers from the Czech Republic, Germany 
and other Eastern European countries immigrated 
to Texas, they brought their polkas as well. The word 
“polka” stems from the Czech word for half, because 
the dance that accompanies the music uses half-steps. 
Polka is a fast, steady 2/4 with eight bar phrases. The 
influence of the European polka with traditional 
Mexican music created the genre now known as Te-
jano music. The polka rhythms and sounds can still 
be heard in songs such as “Viva Seguin” by Arriba  
El Norte.
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While all types of Tejano music are dance-orient-

ed, cumbia’s dances are more closely tied to its mu-
sic. Originally a courtship dance practiced in Co-
lombia, this style took Americans by storm in the 
mid-20th century. Since then it has been incorpo-
rated by Tejano bands around Texas and the United 
States. Traditional cumbias include the drums and 
claves, a pair of wooden sticks that produce a hol-
low sound when struck together, but today’s cum-
bias add in guitars and accordions. Selena Quintan-
illa-Perez was well known for her cumbias, such as 
“Techno Cumbia.”

Conjunto
When German settlers introduced the button 

accordion in the late 19th century, the introduc-
tion gave birth to Mexican conjunto, or conjunto 
tejano. A conjunto band consists of the button ac-
cordion, the bajo sexto, drums and an electric bass. 
Flaco Jimenez is the most widely known conjunto  
musician with songs such as “El Guero Polkas.”

Bolero
Unlike cumbias, boleros are slow, played in a 

3/4 time signature with a dance following suit. 
The Cuban bolero influenced Tejano boleros more 
than Spanish boleros. Though they fell out of pop-
ularity in the 1980s, the 1991 album Romance by 
Luis Miguel led to a reappearance of the songs in  
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and nature. Getting their name from the ranches in 
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like corridos, but share similarities of instrumenta-
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Austin Tejano music scene strives 
to create space for female artists
By Acacia Coronado

@acaciatree18

Widely referred to as 
the queen of Tejano mu-
sic, Selena Quintanilla 
broke into the Tejano mu-
sic industry with her lively 
music and vibrant image, 
proving that females too 
could achieve success in  
this genre. 

Today, women are us-
ing idols such as the late 
Selena as a role model in 
the Tejano industry. In the 
Austin area — capital of 
the state that gave birth to 
the Tejano genre — female 
lead singers, composers 
and independent artists are 
following in her footsteps 
as they strive for a more  
gender-mixed industry. 

“We do have one woman 
who paved the way for us 
and that was Selena,” local 
Tejano singer Nikki Lopez 
said. “Before her I don’t 
think women were tru-
ly respected in the Tejano 
industry. Ever since Sele-
na, women have been try-
ing to come out with their  
own style.”

Lopez said she mod-
eled her own Tejano im-
age after Beyonce, similar 
to Madonna’s influence on 
Selena. She tries to bring 
in fresh ideas to the Teja-
no music world, such as 
using music videos and  
visual albums.

“I am trying to bring a 
new style, high energy per-
formances,” Lopez said. “I 
want to show people that a 
lot of Tejano musicians are 
very talented in that they 
can play almost any genre 
of music.”

These innovative ele-
ments, however, are what 
Lopez said at times hinder 
the success of new artists 
in the Tejano industry. 
Considering the tradi-
tionally male-dominated 
industry that Tejano was 
until recently, Lopez said it 
is difficult to compete with 
what audiences are already  
accustomed to hearing. 

“Unfortunately, in our 
genre they are still playing 
the same songs they were 
playing 20 years ago,” Lo-
pez said. “They are great 
songs, but the thing is 
they don’t keep the ball 
rolling and they don’t give 
these new artists oppor-
tunities for the fans to be-
come familiar with this  
new music.”

Erika Santana, vocal-
ist of local Tejano band 
Canonazo, said female 
singers in general are them-
selves a fairly recent addi-
tion to Tejano music that 
is still not totally widely  
accepted everywhere. 

“It is always going to be 
harder for a woman than it 
is for a man, especially in 
music and especially in the 
Mexican American envi-
ronment,” Santana said. “It 
is very difficult, because it 
is dominated by men. After 
Selena, the one powerhouse 
right now is Elida Reyna. It 
is very hard to get your foot 
into the door in the mu-
sic industry, but it is even 
harder in Tejano music.”

From being expected to 
look and dress a certain 
way to being criticized for 
her sound, Santana, who 
has been nominated for the 
Tejano Music Awards, said 

the Tejano industry is still 
very harsh on women. Al-
though she said fans have 
been very accepting, San-
tana said industry leaders 
tend to pick favorites and 
she has had to stand up 
against critics. 

“I said, ‘This is how I 
sing, I have never had a 
problem with it, people 
enjoy it, I am comfortable 
with how I sound so either 
you take it or you leave it,’” 
Santana said. “You have to 
stay true to yourself and if 
you feel comfortable with 
your sound, your style, 
eventually someone is go-
ing to come along that is 
going to respect that.”

Beatriz “B” Santa Ana, 
a local independent Te-
jano artist, said although 
she has witnessed some 
troubles for females in 
the industry, she feels the 
genre is recently becoming  
more inclusive. 

“I will meet male artists 
and they will kind of brush 
me to the side,” Santa Ana 
said. “But, I don’t see it that 
much. I had a DJ call me the 
other night and say, ‘I want 
to get you because I want 
to help push the female 
artists,’ and that is a male  
saying that.”

For upcoming female Te-
jano artists, Santa Ana said 
she simply recommends to 
keep going against all odds 
with heart and passion. She 
said this is what her moth-
er always told her to do and 
what keeps her going as she 
takes the stage, 

“‘Mija, (my mom said,) 
when you sing, you have to 
sing with your heart, con 
ganas,’” Santa Ana said. 

Illustration by Victoria Smith | Daily Texan Staff
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New club offers recognition for natural sciences LGBTQ students
By Jace Klein
@thedailytexan

Currently in the making, 
the CNS-Q student group will 
allow LGBTQ individuals to 
network and meet new friends 
and allies within the College of 
Natural Sciences. 

The club, which will official-
ly start in the fall, developed out 
of efforts by the CNS Diversity 
and Inclusion Committee to 
build LGBTQ transparency, or 
awareness of LGBTQ cowork-
ers, in the college.

“You can walk the halls and 
never see anything related to 
being LGBT or queer,” said an 
anonymous source quoted in 
the 2017 CNS Diversity and 

Inclusion report. “I had one 
faculty member with a safe 
zone sticker on the door, and it 
made such a difference for me 
to feel comfortable going in for 
that meeting — I didn’t have to 
worry about being queer.”

LGBTQ transparency is not 
as definitive as many would 
think in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
fields, according to the 2013 
international “Queer in STEM” 
survey. The survey found that 
although all fields of science 
include LGBTQ scientists, 40 
percent have not come out to 
their coworkers. The study also 
found that these individuals 
are more likely to reveal their 
identities if it is well known 

that their workplace will  
support them.

Since fall 2016, the com-
mittee has worked to improve 
on these issues and foster a 
positive climate in CNS. As 
chair of the committee, profes-
sor Stephen Russell leads the 
group to identify ways to better  
CNS diversity.

“Rather than really big huge 
ideas that are hard to get our 
hands around, we wanted to 
identify specific things that we 
could do as a college to im-
prove the climate for diversity 
and inclusion,” Russell said.

He added that one of the 
largest challenges the commit-
tee faces is the low awareness 
of LGBTQ people and issues in 

the natural sciences.
“In many cases and places, 

it just doesn’t come up — so it 
may feel to people like there is 
no representation, or no visible 
people or recognition of the 
issues,” Russell said. “We need 
to be explicit: We want for our 
research labs LGBTQA+ peo-
ple, women, people of color, 
people with different religious 
backgrounds … We want that 
diversity in our students, on 
our faculty.”

This spring, the committee 
proposed forming a group of 
undergraduates, graduates, 
postdocs, faculty and staff that 
would provide a zone of trans-
parency, Russell said. Students 
have expressed excitement for 

the group, and some have re-
flected on the state of represen-
tation in STEM-related fields.

“There is not necessarily a 
lack of LGBT representation 
in STEM,” said a source, who 
asked to remain anonymous. 
“But rather a lack of connection 
between LGBT STEM faculty 
and students.”

Other students have found 
their experience as LGBTQ 
students in STEM fields to be 
quite welcoming during their 
time at UT.

“Most of the (LGBTQ) 
STEM (students) I know are 
thriving and just being suc-
cessful,”  electrical engineering 
sophomore David Lok said.

This fall, the group plans to 

host more networking activi-
ties, Russell said. From making 
T-shirts to Saturday brunches, 
the group plans to carry out 
their vision using a variety of 
methods, Russell said.

He said that the college has 
changed since his years as  
a student.

“One of the things I real-
ly hope is that we can engage 
with LGBTQA+ alumni of 
CNS,” Russell said. “I would 
love to show those folks that 
UT CNS is a different place 
now, and to connect them to 
our amazing current students, 
who could learn so much from 
their personal and profession-
al experiences since leaving  
UT CNS.”

Illustration by Lexi Acevedo | Daily Texan Staff
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Longhorns aim for bounceback season with new recruits 
Texas’ 2016–17 campaign 

provided few highlights 
and plenty of disappoint-
ments in head coach Shaka 
Smart’s second season with 
the burnt orange. But with 
two impact recruits and 
a bevy of returning play-
ers, there is still optimism 
surrounding the program. 
Here are four storylines to 
watch as Texas continues its  
summer workouts. 

Hello, Matt Coleman and 
Mohamed Bamba

It can’t be overstated how 
significant the additions of 
four-star point guard Matt 
Coleman and five-star pow-
er forward Mohamed Bam-
ba are to the Longhorns’ 
2017 recruiting class. Texas 
needed a point guard badly, 
as was evident by the Long-
horns’ inability to generate 
offense last season. And 
when forward Jarrett Allen’s 
departure for the NBA Draft 
became official in April, 
Texas had big shoes to fill. 
Both Coleman and Bamba 
will be instrumental in Tex-
as’ improvement next sea-
son. Coleman in particular 
will have tremendous pres-
sure to help facilitate from 
day one, especially on the  
offensive end.

Andrew Jones’ potential
When sophomore guard 

Andrew Jones announced 
in March he would “test the 
waters” and enter the NBA 
Draft, many Texas fans held 
their breath. Allen had al-
ready announced he would 
enter the Draft, with the 
chance of his return for a sec-
ond year all but gone. Unlike 
Allen, though, Jones never 

hired an agent, ultimately de-
ciding to withdraw from the 
Draft and return to Texas. 
Jones showed great promise 
last season, becoming one 
of the Longhorns’ few con-
sistent scoring options. His 
game-winning three-pointer 
to beat Oklahoma at home 
was probably Texas’ high-
light of the season. And 
while Jones still has plenty 
of polishing to do as a play-
er, the sky’s the limit. The 
addition of Coleman in the 
backcourt should also help 
alleviate some of the stress 
of ball-handling duties for 
Jones, who is more comfort-
able running to the floor and 
slashing to the rim.

Can Kerwin Roach Jr. 
and Eric Davis Jr. bounce 
back?

Junior guards Kerwin 
Roach Jr. and Eric Davis 
Jr. each showed plenty of 
promise in their freshman 
campaigns in 2015–16, and  

entering last season, both 
were widely expected to 
make strong leaps. But in-
stead of having breakout 
sophomore years, both had 
seasons that teetered more 
toward sophomore slumps. 
Each shot under 40 percent 
from the field and struggled 
to find a rhythm within the 
offense. Some of that could 
be attributed to the loss of 
starting point guard and 
floor general Isaiah Taylor, 
but Roach and Davis will 
have to bounce back for Tex-
as to compete in the Big 12.

Longhorns need more 
from their role players

The common theme for 
Texas in 2017–18 is improve-
ment, and that is especially 
true for role players like soph-
omore guard Jacob Young 
and sophomore center James 
Banks. After having limited 
roles in forgettable freshman 
seasons, Young and Banks — 
along with some of the new 

additions Smart has added 
in the 2017 class — will be 
responsible for giving Texas 
the depth it didn’t have last 
season. Watch out for new-
comers Jase Febres, Royce 
Hamm and Jericho Sims to 
contribute. Junior forward 
Dylan Osetkowski - who had 
to sit out last season after 
transferring from Tulane - 
will also make his debut for 
the Longhorns this upcom-
ing season. Smart has raved 
about Osetkowski in press 
conferences, and the junior 
forward will certainly be a 
player to watch.

By Trenton Daeschner
@TrentDaeschner

Name: 5936/Dirty Martin’s Kum-Bak Ham; 

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Texas’ 2016-17 season culminated in an 11–22 record and early exit in the Big 12 Tourna-
ment. But with two new recruits, hopes are high for head coach Shaka Smart’s third season. 
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Taylor fights way onto NBA 
roster after D-League stint

By Michael Shapiro
@mshap2

VOLLEYBALL

Longhorns to eschew rebuild,  
will reload after losing seniors

By Alex Briseno
@AlexxBriseno

Isaiah Taylor entered July 
2016 with an uphill climb 
ahead of him. The former 
Longhorn point guard from 
2013 through 2016 went un-
drafted as a rookie, receiving 
only an invite to the Rockets’ 
NBA Summer League roster. 

Undrafted players who 
suit up on Summer League 
teams are not guaranteed 
contracts from the profes-
sional club at the end of July. 
Some find their way onto the 
deep benches of NBA teams, 
but a majority of players end 
up on a D-League roster or 
abroad with an internation-
al club. Taylor’s prospects 
of playing alongside James 
Harden and Co. at the Toyota  
Center were slim at best.  

“Going undrafted wasn’t 
a big surprise to me. It 
was something I prepared 
for,” Taylor said. “It was  
disappointing at the time, 

but going through that pro-
cess only made me stronger.” 

The 6-foot-3-inch point 
guard left the Longhorns 
after his junior season with 
a slew of accolades to his 
name. He earned All-Big 
12 Third Team honors as a 
sophomore in 2014–15, and 
rocketed to All-Big 12 First 
Team the next season. Tay-
lor was the backbone of the 
Longhorn attack, a speedy, 
slithery guard who changed 
directions with ease. When-
ever the burnt orange need-
ed a bucket in crunch time, 
Taylor could be counted on 
for a high-quality look near 
the tin.

But despite Taylor’s effec-
tiveness in college, he was 
overshadowed as a pro pros-
pect in the lead-up to the 
NBA Draft. Questions per-
sisted regarding Taylor’s pro-
pensity to hit three-pointers 
at the pro level — he shot 
just 29 percent from deep 
at Texas — as well as his  

ability to cover larger guards 
who could shoot over his  
slight frame. 

With his game less-than-
ready for NBA competi-
tion, Taylor took the route 
of heading to the D-League 
in the fall of 2016, signing 
with the Rockets’ affiliate 
in Rio Grande Valley in 
late October. There, Taylor 
shined. He appeared in 25 
contests for the Vipers, av-
eraging 21 points per game 
while shooting a blister-
ing 46 percent from three-
point land. And at the end 
of the season, Taylor was 
named to the D-League All- 
Rookie Team.

“I shot a lot better from 
the perimeter at the pro-
fessional level than in col-
lege,” Taylor said. “Being 
able to hit my jump shots 
really allowed me to be in 
attack mode and play my  
best game.” 

Taylor’s success in the 

TAYLOR page 14

The Longhorns have proven 
time and time again that they 
don’t rebuild — they reload.

The term “rebuilding year” 
loomed over Texas last year af-
ter the burnt orange fell to Kan-
sas and Iowa State in the regular 
season and failed to capture 
the Big 12 title for the first time 
since 2010. But after struggling 
before the NCAA Tournament, 
head coach Jerritt Elliott and his 
team’s response to the doubt-
ers was rather familiar: Texas 
stormed its way to another Fi-
nal Four berth, the program’s 
fifth straight.

The Longhorns have made 
the Final Four in eight of the last 
nine years, but only have one 
trophy to show for it. A 2012 
national championship now 
seems to be a distant memory 
after coming one win short of 

a championship in both 2015  
and 2016. 

So coming off two crush-
ing defeats in the national title 
game, the question surrounding 
Gregory Gym has shifted from 
‘Will Texas make it this year?’ to 
‘Will Texas finish it this year?’

Here’s how the 2017 roster 
shapes up as the Longhorns 
prepare for another season with 
championship aspirations.

 
Who Texas loses

The Longhorns lost three 
pivotal pieces at the conclusion 
of last season. Texas will enter 
next year without a pair of set-
ters, Chloe Collins and Nicole 
Dalton, as well as outside hitter 
Paulina Prieto Cerame, who av-
eraged 3.5 kills a set last season. 
Collins and Prieto Cerame were 
anchors of Elliott’s lineups last 
year, oftening shouldering the 
offensive burden.

Texas not only loses key 

contributors, but valuable ex-
perience. Dalton is a national 
champion, dating back to the 
2012 team, and Collins and 
Prieto Cerame both played 
significant roles in Texas’ Final  
Four appearances.

 
Reasons for optimism

Although Texas will be with-
out three key contributors next 
season, it has several reasons 
for optimism. The Longhorns 
return 14 of the 17 players 
from last year’s squad, includ-
ing All-Americans in senior 
Ebony Nwanebu, senior Chia-
ka Ogbogu and sophomore  
Micaya White.

Elliott will also usher in the 
nation’s No. 1 recruiting class 
per PrepVolleyball.com. Lexi 
Sun, an outside hitter and top 
prospect in the nation, will 
join fellow top-five prospect  

VOLLEYBALL page 14

Daulton Venglar| Daily Texan Staff
Former Longhorn point guard Isaiah Taylor went undrafted in 2016 and began his professional 
career in the D-League. Now, he’s looking to earn consistent minutes with the Rockets.
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prospect in the nation, will 
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D-League was rewarded in 
late February. He signed a 
three-year, non-guaranteed 
contract with Houston, ap-
pearing in four regular sea-
son games near the end of 
the season. And while Tay-
lor mainly rode the bench 
behind Harden and recent-
ly traded point guard Pat-
rick Beverley — who was 
shipped to Los Angeles after 
the Rockets acquired future 
Hall-of-Famer Chris Paul — 
Taylor says he learned a bevy 
of lessons in his first year of  
professional basketball.

“(Harden) is a mas-
ter at reading defenses off 
the pick-and-roll, and I 
learned a lot from being up 
close and watching him,”  

Taylor said. “I was able to 
adjust my game and make 
better reads against quali-
ty defenders as the season  
went on.”

The Longhorns’ former 
floor general is back in Sum-
mer League this July, but 
now, his status is more cer-
tain. Taylor doesn’t have to 
fret about his situation in 
the fall, a spot with the pro 
club all but secured heading 
into next year. The climb to 
an NBA roster is complete. 
Now, Taylor is looking to 
solidify his status as a regu-
lar on the Rockets for years  
to come. 

“I’m excited to be on the 
opening-day roster,” Taylor 
said. “I proved that I could 
play at the pro level last year, 
and I really think I’m ready to 
take that next step.” 

VOLLEYBALL  
continues from page 13

Brionne Butler, a middle 
blocker from Boling, Texas.

The Longhorns will also 
add another top-ten play-
er in setter Ashley Shook. 
The three freshman addi-
tions mark Elliott’s 11th top-
five recruiting class since 
2003 and his first No. 1 class  
since 2011.

The question going into 
this year won’t be about the 
quality of play from Elliott’s 
team in the regular season. 
The Longhorns will be a ma-
jor threat for the national title, 
just as they are every year. But 
can the Longhorns finally be 
the team who hoists the tro-
phy at the end of the season? 
That question remains to  
be answered.

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
The Longhorns reached the national title game for the second-straight year in 2016-17 be-
hind strong play from its seniors. They will face the task of replacing three of them next year.
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ACROSS

 1 Peruvian of long 
ago

 5 The end

10 Simoleon

14 Bend to one side

15 “Don’t Cry for 
Me Argentina” 
musical

16 Where Nepal is

17 Horse breed 
known for 
dressage 
[western writer]

19 Rogen of 
“Neighbors”

20 It helps you see 
plays in replays

21 “Finding Dory” 
fish

22 Genesis garden

23 Raggedy ___

25 Bolt go-with

27 Upset stomach 
remedy [Brontë 
governess]

35 Catholic service

36 Dropped a bit

37 Sluggish

38 Modern 
bookmark

39 Like a silhouette 
[19th-century 
U.K. prime 
minister]

41 Chrysler truck

42 Surface for chalk 
writing

44 Intend

45 Fortitude

46 Really made the 
point [TV surgeon 
played by Ellen 
Pompeo]

49 Praising poem

50 Pronoun for two 
or more

51 Tell all

54 “My goodness!”

58 Sprang

62 Its logo 
consists of four 
interlocking 
circles

63 Brains … or this 
puzzle’s four 
shaded names?

65 Public transit 
option

66 “Storage Wars” 
network

67 Abate

68 Beach hill

69 One starting a 
story “Back in my 
day …,” say

70 ___ 360 (game 
console)

DOWN

 1 Pains

 2 Justice Gorsuch

 3 Guitarist’s key-
changing aid

 4 Zoo collection

 5 Tasseled Turkish 
topper

 6 Boxer Drago of 
“Rocky IV”

 7 Highest figure in 
sudoku

 8 List component

 9 Island wrap

10 The decimal 
system

11 Took advantage 
of

12 Reference

13 Madeline of 
“Blazing Saddles”

18 Prize you don’t 
want on “Let’s 
Make a Deal”

24 Wine quality

26 Collection 
of textbook 
chapters

27 An ex of Donald 
Trump

28 Religion with the 
Five Pillars

29 Olympic symbol

30 Bogged down

31 Dwight’s 
opponent in 
1952 and ’56

32 Liquid hospital 
supply

33 Furious

34 20 dispensers

35 “Let’s go!” to sled 
dogs

39 Clarinet piece

40 Sondheim’s “___ 
the Woods”

43 Sprint competitor

45 Waterproof fabric

47 Ska relative

48 Dance at a 
52-Down

51 Shakespeare, for 
one

52 Event with 
48-Down dancing

53 Pre-service 
announcement?

55 ___ exam

56 Text message 
button

57 One side of 
a Stevenson 
character

59 Open ___ (start 
at the bar, 
maybe)

60 Mexican moolah

61 Fearsome dino

64 Debussy’s sea
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