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MAJOR-GENERAL HERBERT LUMSDEN, ,D.S.O., M.C.

Commanding; 1st Armoured Division in Libya

Major-General Herbert Lumsden, D.S.0., M .C., was born in 1897.

At the outbreak of the 4 years' war, although only 17 years of age,

ho was mobilised with the Territorials, serving for nearly a year in the

ranks. In May, 1916, he was commisioned from Woolwich as a second

lieutenant in the .Royal Artillery, He fought in France and Belgium from

1916 to the Armistice, being wounded and winning the M.C.

After the war he held a number of staff appointments, including that

of Instructor at the Staff College, and during periods of regimental duty

took a leading part in the mechanisation of the 12th Lancers, to whom he

had been transferred from the Royal Horse Artillery.

He was promoted Lieutenant Colonel in July 1938, and acting Brigadier

after Dunkirk,

In Belgium, the 12th Lancers, under Lt. Col. Lumsden, as he then was,

were tireless in reconnaissance, in checking the enemy, and in sweeping down

upon venturesome enemy detachments and blotting thorn cut* in advance cf the

British line along the Decndre and the Escaut* /

At the end of May they were called upon to repair a most dangerous position

on the north flank of the 3rd Division, The Belgian Army had ceased fighting

and the Germans were pressing on at the utmost speed to cross the Yser River

and Canal and get behind the B.E.F.

Colonel Lumsden committed his w rhole force to 'a series cf heavy rearguard
actions to gain time for the demolition of all bridges, Many mines wore

exploded by parties cf the 12th and many telling counter-strokes delivered,

Lancers 'were everywhere and their Colonel seemed to be everywhere also. Their

dash and tenacity did much to hold up the Germans for two days in the critical

Nieuport-Dixmude area,

For his work in Flanders General Lumsden received the D.S.0.

From. Britain after Dunkirk General Lumsden went to the Middle. East, 'There

he soon became famous among the troops as a fighting commander. In the second

battle cf Libya he was continually in action and always eager for opportunities
to hit the enemy hard in the place where it would hurt most.

General Lumsden, for all the enthusiasm with which he has thrown himself

into the new warfare of armoured formations, has never lost his love of horses.

His favourite recreation is racing and his wiry figure has long been a familiar

sight at meetings. He has ridden many winners, and has on several occasions

ridden in the Grand-National,
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