
6.6.42. - No.8.

THE ROYAL ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

The reorganization resulting from the formation of the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, the new Corps responsible for

Army mechanical maintenance, including the recovery and repair of

tanks in action, came into operation in the United Kingdom as from

1st June, 1942, and will apply to theatres of war overseas as soon

as practicable, dependent upon operations.

Army personnel involved in the formation of the new Corps will

continue to belong to their present corps until the early autumn,

probably September, when they will be transferred to R.E.M.E. on

completion of the many administrative details.

The new Corps will be made
up

of three principal components;

(i) The entire mechanical engineering side of the R.A.O.C.

(ii) All maintenance personnel of the R.A.S.C. except those

serving in Transport Platoons and Workshop Platoons

within R.A.S.C. Transport Companies.

(iii) A portion of the mechanical maintenance personnel of the

Royal Engineers.

The formation of R.E.M.E. will also result in the R.A.O.C,

being given full-control as regards the provision, storage and issue

of all vehicles, including spare parts, for the Army, This means

that certain R.A.S.C. personnel mil be absorbed in R.A.O.C.

The reorganization in this respect took place in principle as

from 1st June, at the same time, as that affecting the R.E.M.E., but

in the case of both reorganizations, the personnel concerned will

continue to belong to the R.A.S.C, until the early autumn when they
will be definitely transferred to the R.A.O.C. and the R.E.M.E.

respectively.

Although there is a considerable change in the functions

hitherto performed by R.A.S.C, and R.A.O.C. and some slight change
in those of R.E., there is, of course, no question of any of these

corps in any way losing their identity. Each will continue to

carry out vital duties necessary for the operations of the Army in

the field.

An indication of the size of the transfers concerned in the

reorganization is given by the following percentages:-

(a) From R.A.O.C. to R.E.M.E. - 60% of total War Establishment

(b) From R.A.S.C. to R.E.M.E. - " " "

(c) From R.E. to R.E.M.E. .7% " " "

(d) From R.A.S.C. to R.A.O.C. 5% " " "
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