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UNITED NATIONS DAY

CEREMONIES OF THE FLAGS THROUGHOUT THE LAND ON JUNE 14

Throughout the length and "breadth of the land, as in America and other parts

of the world, on June 14 there will be ceremonies in honour of the flags of the

United Nations,

London is risking its own special plans and local authorities are busily engaged

arranging parades and services according to local possibilities and it is anticipated

that even in the smallest village the occasion will be observed.

Here are some of the plans already outlined:-

In Manchester there will be a big parade in Albert Square, Service units, who

are attending various places of worship, will afterwards combine in the march-past.

The saluting-base, from which the Lord Mayor will read a proclamation and call for a

rededication to the cause of freedom, will be lined with representatives of all the

United Nations as well as draped with all their flags.

At Liverpool a West Indian contingent will be among the groups representative
of all the nations.

Dockers at Liverpool and miners in Manchester will also take part in the parades.

Preston is to have a regional ceremony attended by the North-west Regional
Commissioner, The flag problem has been overcome by students of the School of Art

who have painted shields bearing the colours of all the united Nations, These will

be slung on poles round the saluting base.

Blackpool will stage its own large-scale ceremony, while troops of the Western

Command is expected to play an important part in the Chester demonstration.

The two northern counties of the region will have their principal parades at

Carlisle and Kendal,

In the Midlands there will bE similar ceremonies, with the largest and most

impressive’taking part at Birmingham, Brass bands will head the parades in most of

the Midlands towns.

.

At Luton there will be an impressive drumhead service at which the Regional
Commissioner will speak, and two bands one from the R.A.F. - will take part.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT 'S SUGGESTION

United Nations Day is the response to a suggestion by President Roosevelt in a

Proclamation by him last month. This was the text:

For many years it has been our American custom to set aside June 14 in

honor of the flag, the emblem of our freedom* our strength and our unity as an

independent nation under God, Now we are fighting in the greatest cause the

world has known. We are fighting to free the people of this earth from the

most powerful, the most ruthless, the most savage enemy the world has ever seen.

We are dedicating all that we have and all that we are to the combat, We will

not stop this side of victory,

We as a nation are not fighting alone. In this planetary war we are a

part of the great whole. We are fighting shoulder to shoulder with the

valiant peoples of the united Nations, the massed, angered forces of common

humanity. Unless all triumph all will fail.-

For "these reasons it is fitting that on our traditional Flag Day we

honor not only our own colors but also the flags of those who have, with us,

signed the Declaration by United Nations paying homage to those nations

awaiting liberation from the tyranny we all oppose to those whose lands have

escaped the scars of battle to those who have long been heroically fighting
in the blaze and havoc of war.



It is also fitting in this time of stress that we express our devotion to

our courageous mothers many of whom are sending out their sons to do battle with

the enemy and alloof whom are so loyally contributing to the waging of the war

on the home front#

Now therefore I Franklin D. Roosevelt, president of the United States of

America do hereby ask that on Flag Day June 14, 1942, the people of our nation

honor the peoples of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, China, Australia, Belgium, Canada,

Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslavakia, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Greece,

Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, India, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand,

Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Poland, the Union of South Africa, Yugoslavia#

Knowing that only in the strength and valor of our unswerving unity shall we

find the force to bring freedom and peace to mankind.

I direct the officials of the Federal Government and I request the

officials of the state and local governments to have our colors displayed on

all government buildings on Flag Day and I urge the people of the United States

to fly the American Flag from their homes in honor of the nation 1 s mothers

and their valiant sons in the service and to arrange where feasible, for

joint displays of the emblems of the freedom loving nations on that day.

This week a message issued from 10 Downing Street endorsed the proposal in

these words - "H.M. Government in the united Kingdom are desirous also of arranging
a similar tribute to the flags of all those valiant peoples who are fighting with

them in the cause of freedom#
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