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DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS.

An air training agreement of far-reaching importance has

to-day "been signed in Ottawa on "behalf of the United Kingdom

Government. The other signatories are Canada, Australia and

New Zealand. So ends the Conference which, at the invitation of

the Canadian Government, met there on the 18th May.

The United Kingdom Delegation was led by Captain Harold

Balfour, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Air, who was

assisted hy Mr, Malcolm MacDonald, our High Commissioner in Canada,
and hy senior officers of the Royal Air Force, the Air Ministry

and other Departments concerned.

The discussions have been in two stages.

The first was attended by representatives of all the

United Nations interested in air training in North America. They

agreed to set up a standing committee in Washington to exchange

information and make recommendations for the co-ordination of

training facilities in North America so as to ensure their most

effective use.

This phase of the Conference served a valuable purpose
in bringing together representatives of the Air Forces of the

United Nations and in strengthening the spirit of co-operation
that exists between them.

In the second stage, the four partners in the British

Commonwealth Air Training Plan - the United Kingdom, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand - negotiated a renewal of the

Agreement reached in December, 1939, under which tens of thousands

of young men from this country and the Dominions have been trained

in Canada, under ideal conditions, to man the aircraft which in

ever-increasing numbers are carrying the war to the enemy.

The plan was boldly conceived. It has been boldly
executed. Promise has been outstripped by performance and

trained aircrews have been produced in numbers far in excess of the

original programme.

It is fitting, then, that to-day we should tender our

heartfelt thanks to the Government of Canada upon whom has fallen

the responsibility for administering the plan and a large share of

its cost. Judged by any standards, the task which Canada assumed

was immense. It has been superbly discharged. The execution of

the plan was in the hands of the Royal Canadian Air Force v/ho have

done a magnificent job fully worthy of their valiant deeds in the

skies of battle.



Over and above this, Canada has shouldered big

responsibilities during the last two years in the reception,

accommodation and administration of numerous Royal Air Force

training schools transferred from this country.

The new agreement ensures the continuance of all these

arrangements until March 1945. It also provides for their

expansion and development. In fact, Canada holds - and will

hold - watch and ward over a vast air training organisation
far bigger than that of the original plan and we may be sure

that she will apply to it the same resource and energy as

hitherto.

The Conference was marked by an atmosphere of great

goodwill and assuredly, in the words of the Canadian Prime

Minister, Mr. Mackenzie King, the agreement signed to-day

will "play its part in building up, with certainty and with

speed, Air Forces of overwhelming and terrifying strength’ 1
.
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