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MORE DOCTORS NEEDED FOR SERVICES

The Minister of Health, Mr. Ernest Brown, and Lieutenant-General A. Hood,
Director General of Army Medical Services, today addressed a meeting of Local Medical

War Committees at British Medical Association House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1. Mr.

Brown paid a tribute to the valuable service rendered by these Committees, which

had operated continuously since the outbreak of war. Their members, serving in an

honorary capacity, had the difficult and invidious task of supplying the names of

practitioners for service with the Forces and in so doing, of safeguarding the

adequacy of the medical service available for civilian needs.

Their task inevitably grew more difficult as time went on, and the exigencies of

the military situation now required, during the next few months, an acceleration of

the withdrawal of civilian practitioners for the Services. He was sure that the

Committees would face this further demand upon them with the zeal and good will

which had characterized their work in the past.

Mr. Brown said that this urgent demand could not be met without special arrange-

ments, and referred to various measures which he had in view, in consultation with

the Central Medical War Committee. It would be necessary to curtail the period

during which under present arrangements newly qualified practitioners remain in

hospital appointments. Their place would have to be taken by women practitioners,
and by male practitioners who are not liable for service under the National Service

Acts, on the ground of age, nationality, or medical fitness.

Larger hospitals were to be urged to undertake specialist work for smaller

hospitals and so release for the Services specialists at present retained in the

smaller hospitals. It would be necessary for part-time medical officers of hospitals
to undertake a greater share of the work so as to reduce the number of whole-time

staff and thereby release members of the staff for the Services. There was scope for

economies in the staffs of medical schools and research establishments, and the

possibilities in this direction were being explored with the appropriate authorities.

These measures followed recommendations by the Medical Personnel (Priority)
Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr. Geoffrey Shakespeare, M.P., at whose suggestion

he had also recently submitted to the General Medical Council a proposal that there

should be some curtailment of the period within which medical students can become
qual ified.

Mr .
Brown referred also to a scheme now under consideration by the Central Medical

War Committee, in consultation with his Department and the National Association of

Insurance Committees, the object of which was to make the most economical use of

medical man-power by eliminating overlapping in the work of general practitioners.

This scheme would depend for its success upon the readiness of practitioners to

participate in it. Knowing the high tradition of the medical profession for public
service, he was confident that they would do their utmost to make it a success.

Army’s Special Investigation

The Director General, Army Medical Services, explained briefly how medical

establishments in the Army were formulated and how the various types of medical units

necessitated an establishment to fit in with the role each type of unit was expected to

carry out in the Field.

General Hood pointed out the method by which establishments were kept down to an

absolute minimum compatible with efficiency, and explained that these were constantly
under review in the light of experience gained from all theatres of war. He gave

examples of where it had been possible to economise in personnel in the replacement of

medical officers by non-medical officers in certain units. He informed the meeting
that a Committee consisting of doctors experienced in Army medical administration and

of business men experienced in Army offices, had carried out a special investigation
into medical documentation in order to cut down paper work to a minimum, and that this

would further contribute to economy in medical officers.

General Hood emphasised the importance of preventive medicine in the Army. The

primary duty of the medical officer was to keep the largest number of fit men at the

disposal of the Commander.

General Hood also paid tribute to the work of the Local Medical War Committees.

He was confident that the medical profession were desirous that the men in the field

should have the most efficient medical service this country sould produce, and that

if further demands were made on the civil profession they would respond to their

maximum effort.

MINISTRY OF HEALTH


