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NATIONALISATION ON RETAIL MILK DISTRIBUTION

The White Paper on Milk published on May 26 stated that the Minister of Food

would require all dairymen serving urban localities with a population of over

10,000 to form a war-time association to rationalise distribution of milk in

that locality. Considerable rationalisation has already taken place

spontaneously; but this development needed to be speeded up and organised in the

interests both of the consumer and of the trade.

The war-time associations of retail dairymen are now being set up. The

formulation of local schemes is, in the first instance a matter for the dairymen

themselves, but the Ministry of Food have offered to provide them with help and

guidance; and the first of a series of notes for local committees has just been

Issued by the Ministry,

The notes state that the general object of the scheme will be to secure the

most economical distribution of milk from the point of view of man-power, transport
and the use of existing facilities and equipment, while at the same time

maintaining the standards of service required by law and the public interest.

As has already been made clear in the White Paper, consumers will have to

surrender for the period of the war their freedom to choose a particular dairyman.
It is important that they, should appreciate that this is necessary in order to

ensure them the continued regular delivery of milk. With the increasing demand

for liquid milk, the reduced man-power at the disposal of the industry, the

shortage of petrol, and the difficulty of maintaining and re-equipping road

transport vehicles, drastic re-organisation was the only means of ensuring the

maintenance of regular milk delivery. Housewives will no longer be able to choose

their own milkman. This is preferable to the risk that on some days no milkman

at all might call.

The notes just issued to the trade cover a wide field. They provide,

amongst other things, that all schemes shall arrange for;-

1, The maintenance of daily deliveries at least during

the months of April to September inclusive.

2. The maintenance and, where necessary, improvement of

delivery of milk to schools.

3» The maximum and efficient use of facilities for

processing and bottling milk; and the use of the most

efficient premises and equipment*

4* That, notwithstanding the suspension of the customer's

right to choose his own supplier, there must he reasonable

provision to ensure that consumers continue to obtain the

kind of milk to which they are accustomed*

In the case of household removals, the incoming tenant •'/■/ill have to register

with the dairyman who supplied the previous tenant, except that arrangements may

be made for the continuance of supplies of special or designated milks.

The notes give detailed guidance as to the set-up of local associations and

committees; and outline various types of working arrangements which may be a

appropriate according to local conditions. They make it clear that an association

must, in the first instance, consist of all individuals and firms delivering milk

in the area but should not include those concerned only with the sale of milk over

the counter.



A committee of management is to "be set up which must include at least one

representative of tho following types of retailers: producer retailors;

private distributors; large-scale distributors - such as
*

company businesses;
co-operate societies*

For the purpose of electing the comittee and eventually approving a

scheme of notionalisation, voting of members is to be proportionate to the

quantity of milk each member is entitled to retail within the area of the

scheme. For the purpose of conducting the committee of management, the basis

of voting is to be one member, one vote.

It is provided that every scheme submitted to the Minister must have boon

approved by a substantial majority of members of the association; and any

section of the trade which desires to do sc may submit alternative proposals
which must be forwarded to the minister with the majority report. If any

individual or firm desires to do so, it may have its representations submitted

in writing along with the majority report.
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