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"FIGHTING FRENCH” IN LIBYA

Free French Forces which have held Sir Hakeim since the opening of the

Axis offensive in Libya have made a number of successful sorties.

In one of those, detachments of the French Foreign Legion made a night
raid on an enemy prisoner-of-war camp and released 600 men of the Third

Indian Motor Brigade which had been overwhelmed by sheer weight of metal

when General Rommel's forces first turned northwards.

Other French detachments, acting in co-operation with British columns,

have destroyed seme 25 tanks near Bir El Gobi.

The Free French under general Auohinleck are commanded by General

Edgar de Larminat. French units fighting in the Sir Hakeim sector are

commanded by General Joseph Pierre Koenig. Generl Koenig, who is an

Alsacien, and who has sworn not to sheath his sword until Alsace is liberated,
is 44 years old. He fought in the last war, getting his commission in the

infantry at the age of 19 and being several times mentioned in despatches. Between

the two wars, he served in Morocco; in 1940/he fought with the Foreign Legion at

Narvik and on the French front. He has since seen service in the Eritrean

and Syrian campaigns.

The men fighting under General Koenig are mostly French metropolitan troops,

including a large number of Bretons and Parisians. Their equipment was in a

large measure captured from the Vichy forces in Syria. There is also a

detachment of volunteers from New Caledonia and ether French pacific possessions.

General de Gaulle has sent his congratulations to Rear-Admiral d’Argenlieu,
Free French High Commissioner in the pacific: "The volunteers from the Pacific

have confirmed in the heat of battle the military valour of which they had

already given proof in previous operations. Fighting France is proud of her

soldiers from the pacific.”
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