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NOT PUBLICATION, BROADCAST, OR USE ON CLUB TAPES BEFORE

0030 D.B.S.T. (i.e, FOR MORNING PAPERS) ON

THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 1942

THIS EMBARGO SHOULD BE RESPECTED OVERSEAS BY PREFACING- ANY

MESSAGES FILED WITH THE EMBARGO

MORE THAN 200,000 TONS OF RAILINGS HAVE BEEN RIOTED IN BRITAIN

Regional Tonnages Revealed for the First Time

The total weight of metal recovered from railings and. gates all over

England, Scotland and Wales, according to latest figures issued By the

Ministry of Porks, is more than 200,000 tons. This Is the equivalent in

weight of some 12,300 Valentine tanks, or enough scrap-metal to go into the

manufacture of steel for thirteen 35,000-ton Battleships. (Sec Note)

This vast tonnage is about half the original total estimated by the

Ministry -f Porks as likely to be obtained from the nation’s railings* Now,
it seems that the original estimate will be exceeded.

Of the total so far obtained, London, where work has been in progress

some tine before the start in the Provinces, has contributed just under

half - about 94,000 tons.

Weekly totals fluctuate, but the amounts vary between 10,000 .and over

12,000 tons. For example, the amount collected from- all areas for the week

ending May 16 was 12,532 tons, 10 cwts; for week ending May 9, it was

12,308 tons, 16 cwts; for week ending April 25, 10,370 tons 4 cwts; for

week ending April 18, 11,960 tons, 5 cwts.

In London, the weekly total has recently dropped steadily, indicating
that the "back” of the .job has been broken, though many thousands of tons

still remain to be collected. In the Provinces, the weekly total is rising
The peak of London's collection was around the beginning of March, weekly

London figures for weeks ending February 28 and March ? were respectively

6,033 tons and 6,055 tons, Since then the figures have steadily dropped,
and the latest weekly totals for London vary between 2,000 and 3/000 tons.

From the Provinces, the totals of railings for weeks ending February
28 and March 7 (the "peak" weeks for London) were, respectively 3,356
tons and 4,066 tens. New, railings are being collected from the* Provinces

at the rate of between 8,000 and 9,000 tons a week.

Latest available figures of the total tonnages collected from each of

the Regional areas are as follows



Tons

Re gion 1 (Northumberland, Durham & North Riding) 11,423

"
2 (Yorkshire, excluding North Riding) 8,841

"

3 (Derby, Notts,, Lincoln, Rutland,

Leicester, Northants,) • 5,681

" 4- (Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambs, Hunts,
Beds, Herts. ) 7,082

" 5 (London) 94,000

6 (Bucks., Oxford. Berks., Hants, and

part of Dorset) 11,057

" 7 (Gloucester, Hits,, Lonerset, Devon,

Cornwall) 12,692

" 8 (Yales) 1,955

"

9 (Staffs., Warwick, Wore
s.,

Hereford, Salop) 6,566

" 10 (Cheshire, Lancs,, Westmoreland, Cumberland) 9,115

" 11 (Scotland) 9,225

" 12 (Kent, Sussex, Surrey) 7,221

x Note; In a 35,000 ton battleship, there is* about 30,000 tons of

steel. The percentage of scrap-metal used to manufacture

this steel may be 50%, that is 15,000 tons.

MINISTRY OF WORKS
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