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WAR-TIME NURSERIES

The Minister of Health, Mr. Ernest Brown, speaking this

afternoon at the opening of a war-time nursery in Staffordshire,
said: -

I am continually being urged - sometimes by people who would not accept
inferior standards of care for their own children - to reduce the standard of

staff in the war-tine nurseries.

My answer is that I have the heavy task of protecting the health of the

children of this country as far as possible against the strains and unnatural

conditions of total war. So far they have not suffered any setback; and I am

determined to go on doing all I can to protect them.

We know from experience in all parts of the country that the success, or

otherwise, of any nursery once it has opened depends upon whether the mothers in

the district are satisfied that it is going to lock after their children properly#

They do not bring their children along until they are quite sure on that point.

In many areas new nurseries are slow in filling up; but they generally fill up

in a month or two. The standard of staffing in the nurseries for war workers*

children has to be high, enough to command the confidence of the mothers, and in spite
of difficulties over woman power and materials it is going to remain so.

Nurses and assistants have to watch over these small children, teach then good
habits and play, and safeguard them against all the risks of infection. Unless the

staff had the confidence of the mothers who have entrusted their children to- them, cur

nurseries would be no good to the mothers and no use to the war effort.

It is also urged by some people that children under two should bo banned from

every war-time nursery, well, we all know that in normal times children of this ago

would be far. better with their mothers; but the plain fact is that in many areas

workers are urgently needed for the factories and where a mother wants to do war

work, and to leave her baby at a nursery, it is the Government's job to care for it.

There arc thousands of such babies left in our charge.

The Governments object is to provide-what the mothers want. That means not

only nurseries, but also private arrangements with neighbours, nursery classes,

residential nurseries and play centres for children of school ago. All these are

planned to meet the present demand - which in most areas is already being met - and

also the needs of the immediate future.

In every industrial area the necessity for the separation of mothers from their

children, and the heavy cost to the State in labour, materials and money, have to be

considered by the Government in relation to the local demand for labour and the number

of childless women still available for work.

This programme is, of course, based on the policy of the Government that the

mothers are volunteers.

It has been suggested by Lord Nathan that in December the

Government is going to compel mothers to take up war work. Hr, Levin

authorises me to say that there is no foundation for such a statement

and that it is not his policy to require women with yourr, children to

take up employment. Although, of course, we are only too hapx>y if

they will volunteer.

I cannot believe that any spokesman of the Labour Party would wish to suggest -

contrary to all the views of Labour women officially represented to my Department -

that mothers with young children and women with young children should be equally

eligible for compulsory service in the front line of production.
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