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MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AT SAXMUNDHAM

Address to Farmers and Farm workers on opening East Suffolk War

Agricultural Executive Committee's Demonstration,

Saturday, 27th June, 1942#

Speaking at Saxmundham on Saturday, Mr. R.S. Hudson, Minister of

Agriculture, told farmers and farm workers that their achievements this year

and next would be of vital significance to the future of the world. Everything
in human power must be done to ensure the biggest possible harvest this year,

and an even bigger one next year.

Extra Labour

Mr. Hudson said that Farmers and their men would, have to work longer

hours, but even so they could not do all the extra work unaided, and he appealed
to all in the countryside who could spare even a few hours to help# East Anglia,
had led the way in organising the services of local helpers, and ho hoped that

this year it would redouble its efforts#

Diversion of Agricultural Land

The Minister said that some people wondered why, if food production is

so vital, some agricultural land had had to be given up for other purposes# "I

am the last !!

,
he said, ”to agree to the loss of good agricultural land unless it

is absolutely necess-ary”# But we had to train and equip the greatest possible

striking force - both Army and Air Force - and we had to balance the needs of

both the fighting services and agriculture# All concerned would do their best

to find alternative sites for military needs, but thebe vital needs had to be

met and the loss of land to agriculture must be made good by oven greater efforts

on what remained.

Milk

Maximum production of milk was as important as a bumper harvest# East

Suffolk had been set a target of 15,000,000 gallons a year. iff# Hudson was sure

that it would be reached and he hoped that it would be exceeded, although that

was no easy task for a county which already had one of the highest yearly sales

of milk per cow. This-fact was of great national significance, showing that

a county could combine a very high percentage of arable with a very high yield

per individual cow.

Livestock

Last autumn, owing to foot-and-mouth disease in Ireland, Last Anglian
farmers were unable to obtain their usual supplies of Irish stores# Mr# Hudson

said that he had every reason to expect normal .imports this year and he hoped that

they would be fully taken up*

Probably there was scope for more extensive winter feeding of sheep,
of which there should be good supplies of the cross-bred type from the hill

districts of Hales and the North of England* Greater numbers cf sheep carried

on through the winter would increase the supply of meat at a time when it would

be most needed*



Arable

Both East Suffolk (with 74 per cent) and West Suffolk (with
85 per cent) of their cultivated land already under the plough had done

extremely well. Nevertheless Mr. Hudson hoped that they would get the

modest additional 4, 000 and 3,500 acres respectively for which he had

asked. That meant everybody doing just a little bit better, "and",

Mr. Hudson said, "you know as well as I do what that amounts to in total -

many thousand tons more food for the nation"• Demonstrations such as

that now being held would enable then to pick up tips on how to achieve

that goal.

Machinery

The Minister -said that the utmost, -possible use must be made of

every implement and tractor. Tractors were precious- possessions and

would be hard to replace. All machinery must be used well and be well

cared for. He warned his hearers against using inferior oil. "See that

you use a good oil for your tractor engine, and the grade recommended by

the manufacturer of the tractor".

Prices

Mr. Hudson said that the new price arrangements for 1943 would

ensure that a crop 'of 2 1/2, 3 or 4 quarters of wheat to the acre fetched a

considerably increased return# For example, for 3 quarters to the acre

the total basic return would be 85/3 per quarter, including the new acreage

payment of an acre - or an. increase of 13/3d per quarter over the 1942

price.

The relationship between wheat and barley had had to be considered.

These crops had been getting out of balance. For the 1943 crop the maximum

price of malting barley would be 110s. per quarter as compared with 140s.

for 1942. It would still be a profitable crop to grow.

Finally, Mr. Hudson said "I hope that we may reap in 1943 the biggest
wheat crop that this country has ever seen. That is the target. It is up
to you, and I am confident that you will achieve it."
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