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THE GRIGG COMMITTEE

There are today throughout the country numerous private societies and

also hosts of individuals who are eager to show their goodwill towards the

United States and to make our .American visitors - the civilian groups
who have

been working for the British Government, and the United States armed forces

now coming over -as much at home here as possible, Some of these organisations
have for many years had affiliations in the United States, others have been

started during the war; they are all animated by the common desire to

acknowledge, by entertaining Americans serving in this country, the, generosity
of the people of the United States to the people of this country and the kindness

shown in America to our own Service and civilian wartime visitors to the United

States.

Countless individual offers of hospitality to Americans have been

received and the private societies have done invaluable work in dealing with

them. It was felt, however, that this work could be supplemented and over-

lapping avoided by the creation of a central committee. Accordingly arrange-

ments to complete and coordinate plans for extending hospitality to Americans

in Great Britain wore taken in hand by the Government last year; and early this

year, at the request of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
Sir Edward Grigg, M.P., (lately Under-Secretary for War) became Chairman of a

small committee to advise on the measures required. The committee has, among

its other activities, been instrumental in the provision of facilities, in-

cluding residential clubs for the exclusive use of American civilian personnel

and officers in certain areas.

The committee, at the request of the American Red Gross, have been

supplementing the work of that Society, which has been charged by the United

States Government with responsibility for the welfare of the American

Expeditionary Force, The committee concentrates also n the needs of the many

American civilians assisting our war effort, such as those connected with

trans-Atlantic air transport, the Air Transport Auxiliary, the Civilian

Technical Corps, and the technical advisers in our factories and merchant seamen.

Sir Edward Grigg was a life long friend of the late Lord Lothian and

will be known to many Americans as - having written the foreword to the collection

of his American speeches published last year; he has also paid several visits to

the United States and has many friends there. The only other members of the

committee are, at present, Mr, Ronald Tree, M.P. and Mr, M.P. Price, M.P., both

of when have numerous American associations. The Committee has also the

assistance of Sir Harold Boulton, who has lived in the United States for many•

years. Before the Committee was formed he was investigating local needs and

activities on behalf of the Foreign Office,

The Committee has an office at parliament Square House, Whitehall, S,W,I,
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