
23.6.42 - No.ll

THE ARTS IN SOVIET RUSSIA

SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS AT THE BALLET

Sir Stafford Cripps, Lord Privy Seal, gave the following
talk when attending a performance of the Russian ballet at

8.5 p.m. at the Cambridge Theatre, London, this evening

The last time that I had the joy of seeing Russian Ballet was when I saw

Lepeshinskaya dancing the "Swan Lake” at Kuibyshev just before I left 'Russia. I mention

this fact because it brings out the importance -which the Soviet people attach - oven

in war-time « to the cultural side of their life. In the midst of all the difficulties

arising from a most acute war situation, there was time to organise the distribution

of the ballot, opera, drama and music over the principal centres to which the people
wore evacuated from the west.

The Russian Ballet has always had its circle of devotees in this country but it

has never reached the heart of the people as it has in the Soviet Union,

Indeed it would be wrong to speak of it as reaching the heart of the Soviet

people, because it comes from their heart and is based upon a tremendous popular

support and love of music, lancing and decor which is ingrained in the Soviet

character.

I remember my surprise at the opera, in Moscow when the curtain went up on a

particularly fine setting without a single person on the stage to hear round upon round

of applause for the beauty of the decor.

Any appreciation of the character of our Russian Allies must include a

realisation of the great part which the opera, theatre, ballet and concert play in

their lives, a part quite as groat and as full of influence as sport in our British

life* It is not a question of a few intelligentsia or high-brow folk who have the

time or money to attend such performance. They ire popular performances in every

naise of the vord*

The first opera I ever attended in the Soviet Union was in the fine Open House of

gallant Odessa, and there the audience largely consisted of the ordinary sailors from

the Russian Black Sea Fleet, and workers from the industries in the city.

To witness the Russian Ballet is not only a moans to our personal enjoyment and

education, but should help us to a deeper understanding of our most-cultured Russian

allies. Do not let us merely admire their ballot, lot us through the ballot loam to

understand the people for whom it is an expression of their inmost feelings.

It was very truly said in a leading article of the Times yesterday that the

"widespread popular enthusiasm in this country both for the achievements and for the

ideals of Soviet Russia may sometimes outrun knowledge and understanding,”

It is that knowledge and understanding we must seek to extend not only of the

Institutions and economic life of the Soviet Union. hut of the character and habits

of its people.

We shall not adopt those institutions or that character, we shall maintain and

develop our own institutions .and our own character in our own way, but we must understand

cur friends, as they must understand us if we are to work together, as we arc now

pledged to do, for the future of the world.

By watching this performance tonight you .'ire to some extent getting inside the

Soviet mentality and learning to appreciate one side, an important side, of their

character.

This national characteristic is fostered by the Soviet Government who are at

infinite pains to organise and encourage every form of dramatic and musical art not

only in Moscow and Leningrad, the two groat rival centres of the ballet, but also in

every town and city of size, in the state and co-operative farm settlements, and in

the far east as well as in all other parts of their great continental country.

Lot us hope that after the war is over we too shall be able to bring more colour

and happiness into the lives of our people through these channels of art, and while

the war lasts let us do on? best to provide for all our hard-working population the

relaxation and inspiration which can come from music and dancing in all its forms.
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