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BRAODCAST SPEECH BY THE RT. HON. M.P.

ON THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE INVASION OF THE SOVIET UNION BY GERMANY:-

I speak tonight on behalf of the British Government, the British people and

for all lovers of freedom throughout the United Nations. We send greetings,

good wishes, and thanks, to our Russian comrades in arms.

It is just a year ago since Hitler, without warning, invaded the Soviet

Union; just a year since that momentous Sunday evening when the Prime Minister

announced our immediate decision to make common cause with the latest victim

of Nazi aggression.

As preliminaries to that assault, we had witnessed the invasion of Greece

by Mussolini and the heroic resistance of that great little people until the

Nazi hordes had to he summoned to Mussolini's aid, We had witnessed the

Government of Yugoslavia's attempt to come to terms with Germany, the overthrow

of that Government and the brave stand taken by its people. They could not hope
to and off the attach, but, with the Greeks, they have the satisfaction of

knowing that they threw Hitler's earlier plan out of pear and delayed the attack

on Russia by several weeks. Although their countries were overrun, they are

yet undefeated - they still fight on to the best of their ability to throw off

the, conqueror's yoke and still feel themselves to be a part of the struggle.

There were my calculations by many people as to how long it would take

Hitler to overrun the Soviet Union and break: their resistance. The most

optimistic calculations, however, have been confounded by the events of the

last year. It was not thought possible that the Russian workers, taken from

their fields, factories and workshops and flung into the battle at great

speed, would successfully resist the tyrant for a whole year, - still loss did

it seen possible that, before that yean was out, they would have launched a

counter-offensive whick has proved to the world, that Hitler's war machine is

not invincible. No one realised the effort that must have been made by the

Soviet Union for their defence, and everyone hadunderestimated the great

affection and love of country that existed in the Russian heart.

There is little doubt that Hitler too had made several calculations, most

of which proved to be wrong. He has even gone to the length of admitting as

much. He underestimated the Soviet's powers of military resistance and their

amazing productive capacity. But he also miscalculated, in other directions.

Soviet Russia had been striving for 20 years, wondering whether she would be

allowed to work out, unmolested, her economic plan following the revolution* In

such a situation, offering wide scope for his exports in propaganda, Hitler no

doubt saw the possibility of dividing his enemies. He thought he could exploit
the anti-Soviet feeling which he believed, to exist. He underestimated the hatred,

in the world against himself and his regime, He failed to appreciate the grim
determination on the part of the democracies to bedone with him. He did not

realise that the first shot he fired would produce a comradeship between the

Russians and ourselves and, indeed, between the other democracies and our other

Allies, in a way that nothing else could have done.
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This spontaneous comradeship was reflected on that very first day in the

declaration made by the Prime Minister in his broadcast, raking, it abundantly clear

that we were to be comrades-in-arms. It has since been demonstrated that the Prime

Minister expressed the will of the British people and the whole of the British

Commonwealth, The Prime Minister said that we would, give the Russian people all the

help in our power and we have kept our word. It has been kept by the wonderful men

of the Navy, and Mercantile Marine in the icy waters of the arctic where, month by-

month, all through a bitter winter and in spite of all the efforts of the enemy the

convoys have gone through. The towns of the Ruhr bear dreadful witness that the

promises which we give, we fulfil. We would like to have done more, but the strain

upon us has been immense. We have speeded up our production, urged forward the

completion of our factories, increased our output and used every effort, so that in

spite of the great demands upon us in other theatres of war, we should not fail in

our supplies to the Russian front. But all the aid we have been able to give has been

small compared with the tremendous efforts of the Soviet people; their terrible

sufferings, the scorched earth, their factories overrun and re-established elsewhere;-

putting it altogether, what a superhuman accomplishment it represents! It is almost

impossible for us yet to sow it all in a correct perspective, but we have followed the

ebb and flow of fortune with keen anxiety and mounting admiration, be have watchcd

the superb defence of Moscow, Leningrad and Sevastopol and the great fight at Kharkov,

but other names too - names of towns, villages and rivers which were unknown to most

of our people before Hitler's attack, are now on all our tongues. They are enshrined

in our hearts, Our children 's children will look back, through their history books,

with admiration and thanks for the heroism of the great Russian people.

There is, however, another side to this sombre picture. First there is the

gain to the world of the breaking down of the barriers between Soviet Russia and

the rest of the Allied Nations, and the establishment of the United Nations, As we

watch this mighty struggle and hear, as it were, the booming of the guns and try to

imagine all the horrors and heroism, we can see, beneath it all, the weaving of a pattern

for a new world.

The United States has come into the war, Japan, by its attack on the United

Nations, has helped to weld our common understanding that the cause for which we fight
is one and indivisible.

Our representatives have flown to Moscow - they have sat with Joseph Stalin and

discussed, not only military supplies and the waging of the war, but also the problems
that will face us in the reconstruction of the new civilisation. Our Prime Minister

has visited, the United States and is there again now to discuss our common problems with

the President in person. The Atlantic Charter has been produced, A treaty between

Russia and Great Britain has just been signed in London by Mr. Eden and Mr. Molotov,
Protracted discussions have gone on between Mr. Molotov and President Roosevelt and

the communique which was issued shows that there was a common understanding. It has

once more jointly been made clear to the world that out of this war the United Nations

are seeking net territorial aggrandisement but the building up of a world where

aggression will be impossible; - where the spirit of co-operation in raising the standard

of life and improving conditions will be the main motive of the foreign policy of the

respective States, New values have emerged, not expressed in terms of interest and

profit, but rather in terms of humanity and its advancement. All this great work has

been going on under the very din of battle. The treaties that have been signed

between Great Britain and the Soviet Union will, I hope, lead to perpetual friendship

between us. There is so much we can do together to prevent the German aggressor

over attempting again to throw the world into this misery of senseless destruction;
we have so much to give each other so much to contribute, to the well being of each

other and of Europe and the world.
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This work has not been limited to our two countries. During this struggle
our eyes have been turned to the fast, to the millionsliving in China who have
had to face the ravages of the aggressor for 5 years, Not only shall there be

deliverance in Europe, but there must be deliverance for China too . We have
started and are well on the road to establish self-government in India. I
mention all tins because we at home and people abroad must feel the direction
that has been given to our war aims, and must see how those aims are now being
worked out.

In sending our greetings to Russia, we can also send a message of hope to the

millions of people near ground down by the Nazi war machine, We have known of the
terror in Russia, as reported by Mr. Molotov himself. Daily we hear of Hitler's
attempts to destroy every soul who is not prepare d to bend his will to that of the
Nazi. All the brutality and the worst features of Prussianism have been revealed

in this struggle. Is there a man or a woman with any self-respect who is not
revolted by this wholesale terrorism? Is there any man or woman conscious of the

courage of the troops in the field, the airmen in the sir, the sailors on the sea,
who would allow themselves for one moment to do anything which hinders the rest

war effort of the United Nations? To act in a selfish manner at this moment would

be the most cowardly, treacherous thing for anyone to do, so much is at

stake, when so much blood is doing shed for liberty and the salvation cf mankind*
It is not enough to carry resolutions - to hold mass shootings - to cheer and to
wave flags. These are but tokens of our feelings: they must be backed by a

determination to increase our output, to waste no time or energy, to redouble our

efforts regardless of all personal considerations and material gain or loss, in

order that we may speed on the day when the whole of our united power will be

brought to bear upon Hitler and his regime and wipe them out. The day has come

when he can no longer take us one by one. It is our turn to determine the

strategy of the war, and he will be faced with mightier armies equipped from the

great arsenals bore an; abroad. Then Hitler and his miserable supports will

learn for all time what aggression does not pay. Every village that has been
razed to the ground, every martyr that has stood against the wall and gone down

under his bullets, every defenceless person that he has destroyed, all will be in

the account against him. Yes, he and his regime shall pay the price.

To my fellow workers in the United Nations I do not appeal, I assort that

if we are worthy of the mothers who bore us and the hopes they had of us and the

aspirations which our history has planted within us, we will let no consideration

stand in the way of the destruction of this hated monster.

In sending greetings to Russia, one word I would say to the German workmen.

Can it be true that all of you worship Hitler? Me have sat with you in the past

an fellow trade-unionist, you shared in our conferences, We have supported you

in your efforts, we shared our resources to help you. Can it be true that you

of all people, members of the working classes of Germany, can be a willing party

to the torture of your fellow trade unionists, in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Holland,

Belgium, Norway, Yugoslavia, Greece, France and little Luxembourg? How long

are you going to give your co-operation and allegiance to this man who wiped out

all your organisations, destroyed your liberty, set back everything that you have

done, made you the victim of the great armament firms of Germany* Now long are

you going to stand by and allow this madness to go on in your own country? The

longer you allow it, the greater price I am afraid you will have to pay, because,

we,and I speak for the working classes throughout the United Nations, will never

give up until this regime is obliterated. It may be that it is no use appealing

to you, but if it is not, then at least let it be a warning of what your fellow

workmen feel in the other countries about your acquiescence and support of this

terrorist rule. We have absolute confidence that the United States, the Soviet

Union, the British Commonwealth, China and the Allied Nations now Joined together,

will win this war, and when we have won it, we shall set to work on the greatest

task that humanity has ever faced - the building of a new and great co-operative

organisation between the nations of the world, and those who will have the first

place at the table will be those who have fought for at and not those who stood

aside. Not those who have sought to oppose freedom, new those who have supported

the aggressor, We of the United Nations will triumph by our resolution and

determination, - by our ability to sacrifice and our willingness to give our all.

I say than, greetings toyou, comrades in arms of the Soviet Union, from the

British people on this historic anniversary; and from the Armed Forces of the

rest of the United Nations fighting in all the theatre of war, greetings. We

pledge all that we have to bring the mighty forces of the United Nations to share

equally in the great struggle and to hasten the common victory.
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