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Following is script of speech by
Sir Stafford Cripps at the British Soviet

demonstration at the Empress Hall, Earls Court

at six o’clock tonight, Saturday June 20, 1942.

I speak here tonight as the representative of the British Government and

of the War Cabinet taking part in this great demonstration of our nation's

united and whole-hearted support for our ever-gallant Soviet allies* We desire

in every my to encourage the spirit of friendship and understanding between the

two nations which this massed and representative British gathering so strongly

emphasises*

I wish greatly that we might have had with us here tonight some of our

comrades, in every walk of life, from the Soviet Union, I would have liked thorn

to have seen and felt how our hearts go out to them, not only in sympathy and

comradeship hut in a firm and relentless determination to give them every help
that lies within our power during the critical and anxious months that lie ahead

for both our nations*

Amongst all my inspiring recollections of Moscow there is one that stands

out tonight most vividly in my memory.

It is a July Sunday afternoon, shortly after my return to Moscow with the

British Military Mission within a few days of Hitler’s first attack, A magnificent
concert of folk-song and dancing is in progress in the fine new Tchaikovski Hall,

Suddenly the producer comes on to the stage and draws the attention of the audience

to our presence in their midst, There follows an indescribable scene of

enthusiasm and of comradely greetings as the whole great audience leaps to its

feet cheering and clapping; and for some quarter of an hour slogans arc thrown

backwards and forwards amidst a storm of applause for the British and Soviet Amy,
Navy and Air Force in turn, for our respective Prime Ministers, Winston Churchill

and Josef Stalin, and in response to many other calls.

The whole atmosphere seemed aglow with the warmth of that spontaneous

outburst of friendship, not merely of the individuals present, but of the whole

Soviet people, as they greeted us, their new allies*

I would have liked them to have had that same heartening experience in this

Hall tonight. But distance and transport difficulties make it, alas, impossible.

So we must ask those well-tried friends of ours who represent the Soviet Union in

this country, M. and Mme. Maisky, to convey our feelings, as best they can, to

their people on this anniversary.

Tonight we are meeting, as are others throughout the length and breadth of

our country during this week-end, to celebrate two outstanding events in the

history of the world. Almost exactly a year ago Hitler launched his ill-judged

and traitorous attack upon the Soviet People, and thus brought into being by a

stroke of the sword that alliance between ourselves and the Soviet Union which

many of us had long sought to achieve. Tonight we celebrate the first anniversary
of that event which changed in a moment of time the whole prospect of the war.

There were some who then thought that the resistance of the Soviet people would

be half-hearted and of short duration, They did not know the devotion of the

citizens of the Union for their country and to their leaders, nor did they realise

the great industrial and military strength of our new allies.

The facts - which are now history and which fill some of the most glorious

pages in all the history of the world have proved how wrong they were and how right
were those of us who foretold that, whatever might happen neither the Soviet people

nor their leaders would yield to the Nazi aggression.
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Also we celebrate tonight the far more recent sequel to that

outbreak of war, the Treaty of mutual assistance and post-war collaboration

between our two peoples announced a little more than a week ago.

I wish that you and I and all the millions of our people could have

had the opportunity of demonstrating publicly to M. Molotov and his staff

who came with him from Moscow the affection and esteem which we feel for

them and their people, Considerations of his safety forbade such publicity,
but let us now, though it is after the event, send our greetings to him

and to Mr. Stalin and our gratitude for his long arduous and dangerous

journey undertaken in the cause of Anglo-Soviet and Soviet-American friendship

I could net omit in mentioning the new treaty a very special reference

to one other Soviet statesman. We regard him more generally as a

diplomat but I can assure you that ho is a statesman too, our Soviet

Ambassador, M. Maisky. I have long had the privilege of his friendship,
and I know how unremittingly he has laboured, often in trying and difficult

circumstances, but always with faith in his great objective, to bring

about just such a Treaty as has now been signed, Wee not only congratulate
him on his success but we offer him our grateful thanks for the large and

important part that ho has played, both in the preparation and negotiation
of this Treaty.

Upon our side there have been two outstanding figures in this

connection, the Prime Minister and Mr. Eden; without their far-sighted

political outlook, so brilliantly exemplified in that first broadcast made

by the Prime Minister on the evening of June 22 a year ago, this Treaty
would never have boon brought to fruition.

To those four men our two countries and the world owe a deep debt.

Future generations will hail their work as tho laying of a great foundation

stone for the structure of the post-war world*

The President of the United States of America, the Dominions of the

British Commonwealth of Nations and tho leaders of the United Nations have

all of them come forward to declare that foundation stone well and truly laid.

Our Turkish allies and our Swedish and other friends will feel reassured

against the Nazi propaganda which has sought, and still seeks, to poison

their relations with us and with our Russian allies. The unreality of this

fantastic farago of propaganda is amply proved by the fact that Dr, Goebbels

is today tolling the Russians that owing to their weakness Europe has been

handed over to us and to America, while he tells the neutral countries that

we have been forced to hand Europe over to the tender mercies of the Soviet

Union.

The Treaty which is not accompanied by any secret clauses, understandings

or agreements of any kind, whatsoever, reaffirms with all solemnity that

neither we nor the Soviet Union arc fighting for territorial aggrandisement,

nor do either of us desire to interfere in tho internal affairs of other

nations.

It is the Nazis, themselves fighting for world domination, who

attempt sedulously to create the impression that territorial aggrandisement

by the Soviet Union is the real danger. This Treaty should finally dispose

of that lie.

These declarations of policy and the knowledge that in all matters

affecting the reconstruction of Europe our two great nations will in future

work side by side and in harmony with the United States and other united

nations makes this Treaty a most valuable factor in creating a stable

future for Europe,
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But before that peace must come victory - a victory that will only be won by
ceaseless courage and endurance and through disappointments and reverses of which

we have not yet seen the end.

We are all of us today more hopeful and confident than a year ago, but do

not let us underestimate the strength that still remains in our enemies or the

violence and determination of the attacks that we must expect before they are

beaten. It may still take us a long time to overcome their vast military and

industrial organisation.

As we sit here tonight in comfort and for the time being unharried by our

enemies, let us remember in our exaltation of mind the millions of Soviet citizens

and of our own men who are at the very, moment plunged deep in the agony of the battle

a battle common to both our countries, against the same evil forces of aggression

and domination and for the sane new world of liberty, freedom and economic justice.

Our armies may be widely divided in space but the same spirit and the same

disciplined courage that is maintaining our soldiers and airmen in the Western

desert, is calling forth like deeds of valour in the Red Army round Kharkov or in

Sebastopol,

The British Navy carries on its ceaseless vigil and its never-ending fight in

all the wide oceans of the world, and helps to carry our gladly-given supplies to

the Arctic ports of Russia; and is truly fighting side by side with the Soviet

sailors, who in the Black Sea, the Baltic and the Barents Sea are forever watching
and harassing our German foes.

The bombers manned by British Commonwealth, and Allied Nations crews who

razed Cologne to the ground or who attack the Sicilian and Mediterranean bases of

the Axis, and our fighters protecting Malta-or making wide sweeps daily over

Northern France and steadily destroying the industrial resources of Germany are

playing their full part in wearing down the Luftwaffe, and in draining its strength
on the Russian front. So the Soviet airmen, too, on their side are day in and day
out smashing the aerial strength of the Axis powers.

It is one great war in which we each play our part according to our opportun-
ities and needs to the utmost of our ability; in full and complete agreement as to

our common objective.

Our Russian Allies realise, more fully than some of their friends in this

country might appear to do, the magnitude of our effort, the length of time that we

have been fighting, the enormous strain that has been placed upon our Navy, our

Merchant Seamen, our Air Force and our soldiers, in widely scattered regions of the

world, just as we realise the incomparable sacrifices which the Soviet people have

willingly offered to the common cause of victory.

We have so far been saved, largely by those few fighter pilots in the Battle of

Britain, from the tragic suffering of an invasion. How great such sufferings arc

we can now imagine as in a glass darkly from the descriptions published by the

Soviet Government of the treatment of their people in the areas overrun by the Nazis,

But no imagination, however vivid, can fully bring home to us the ghastly reality.

The tile of horror and brutality daily mounts as the Nazis wreak their angry

vengeance on the men, women and children of the occupied countries, but one day

those individuals who have been responsible for this deliberate policy of sadistic

cruelty and slaughter will have to answer for their deeds. Not for revenge, but

because the civilised world must be strong enough to make clear that it will not

tolerate these foul inhumanities.
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It was because of our deep sense of the magnificent contribution which the

Soviet people were making toour common defence and to the defeat of our

common enemies that we strained every effort to send to Russia all the materials

and supplies that we could. Lord Beaverbrook on his Mission to Moscow made

large promises of supplies to Russia, and thanks to the pertinacity and

bravery of our Navy and of our own and the Soviet seamen we have been able to

maintain our promises and to contribute help of real value on the Russian

front. Of course we should always like to do more but we have our own heavy

responsibilities in Australia, New Zealand, Africa, India, The Near East,

Egypt and elsewhere which we must discharge, and we must too maintain our

pressure, a growing, pressure from the air upon German industries and transport.
We must too do our utmost to sustain our brave Chinese allies in the valiant

struggle which they are fighting and have fought so long and so tenaciously
in the cause of freedom.

We now have the full help of the United States of America in the war,
a help that is daily growing greater and more effective, with an industrial

force behind it that must in the end prove overwhelming when added to our

own productive resources and those of the Soviet Union,

The time will come when, with this help, we shall be able to launch a

great and successful attack upon Hitler in the west. But it is success that

is of the essence of the help that we can render to our allies, failure

would damage and would not assist our common cause. When we strike let us

strike hard and with the determination to march through to Berlin before we

call a final halt.

When that moment will come we cannot say. I am not going to help Hitler by

telling you or him. It may be sooner or later, though Hitler has apparently

guessed that it may not be too far ahead. As we make our preparations so

no doubt he will try to make his too, and this in itself may influence the

time factor.

This matter, as you know, was discussed with M. Molotov when he was in

England, and I can assure you that he knows much more about it than I can tell you!

There is one final matter with which I will dead. It is never easy for

two peoples to arrive at a real understanding of one another. In the case of our

Soviet allies we have tended mere to admiration than understanding. Many who

now speak with the utmost enthusiasm of our Russian allies, have little, if

any, understanding of their social, political or economic life. Friendship
that is based only upon admiration and lacks understanding is apt to be fragile
and easily broken. We must therefore do our utmost to increase the understanding
of the Soviet Union and its people amongst all classes of our society, and we

must try our best to give the Soviet people a true picture of our country and

our people.

Real friendship between peoples depends as much on understanding each others

weaknesses as on appreciating each others virtues.

There is much the Russian and British people can learn from each other

besides the art of war - if we are not afraid to learn - and there is much we can

both contribute to a now philosophy and to new practices in the international

life of the post-war world.

Let us on this solemn anniversary pay our homage to the gallant dead of

both our lands, who have given life itself in the cause of the freedom that they

loved but let us also send our message of hope and courage to those brave

Soviet citizens behind the German lines who daily suffer the agonies of Nazi

oppression* Together our peoples will go forward not in any false spirit of

optimism but with a dogged and united determination to wipe the foul, blemish of

Naziism from off the face of Europe.
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