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REDUCTION IN PRICE OF OLD POTATOES

The price of old potatoes is to he substantially reduced

from June 29. Good supplies of new potatoes will be coming
on to the market in early July, and this reduction in price wi1l

help to ensure that the best use is made of the large end-of-

season reserve of old potatoes.

The effect of this reduction is to bring the general level

of prices down to less than 1d per lb. In the South and West

of England and in Wales, the maximum price of Grade A potatoes
of the King Edward and similar varieties will be 7d per 7 lb.,
and of Grade B potatoes including Majestic and other white

varieties 6d. per 7 lb. In London, Birmingham, and certain

districts of the Midlands and Yorkshire, the maximum prices will

be 6 1/2d and 5 1/2d. per 7 lb. respectively. In Scotland, the maximum

retail price for the variety Golden Wonder will be 7d. or 6 1/2d.

per 7 lb. according to district, while the prices of other

varieties vary between 5 1/2d. and 4 1/2d. per 7 lb. In Northern

Ireland, the price will be 4 1/2d. or 4d. per 7 lb. according to

variety.

The cost of these price reductions will be met by an

increased subsidy, which will be paid in the same way as that

which has been in operation since January 1942, to offset the

seasonal increases in the growers' prices.

In order that retailers may be in a position to reduce

their prices on June 29 without incurring any loss in respect
of stocks bought at higher prices, maximum wholesale prices to

retailers will be reduced on June 25. Similarly licensed potato

merchants will be paid an increased subsidy on their purchases

from growers from June 18, while the Ministry will release

supplies from its reserve, subsidy paid, on June 22. Grower-

salesmen who are licensed to sell their own produce to retailers

and other buyers will receive the increased subsidy on sales

made on or after June 25.

This notice of the price reductions, and the time

given to wholesalers and retailors to dispose of stocks

bought at pre-subsidy prices, will enable, traders to clear their

stocks before the fall in price occurs.

Effect is given to the new scales of maximum wholesale

and retail prices by an amendment to the Potatoes (1941 Crop)
(Control) (No.2) Order, 1941.
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