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FIRST A.T.S. WELDERS BEGIN TRAINING

A.T.S. are to to be trained as acetylene welders to work on firearms,
tanks and Army vehicles* The first batch of trainees have begun their

ten weeks' course at a technical college near London. They are training
at the benches where hundreds of soldiers have learned the same trade

from the same civilian instructors.

When these A.T.S. finish their course they will be given a trade

test. Those who pass will be graded as Class III welders and will

receive trade pay* They will be posted to Army Depots to release

skilled men for field service.

The first trainees come from London and from towns in Scotland,
the Midlands and the North of England. Most of there have had experience
in factories which have closed down owing to the war. Several were either

solderers or spot welders, a less skilled job than the one they are

learning now.

One of then is private Ellen Wilson, an 18 years old Leeds girl who

joined the A.T.S. because she wanted to do something to help the war on

behalf of her two brothers who are prisoners of war in Germany* When she

had been in the Service a few weeks she heard that welders were needed

and volunteered for this course because her father is a welder* Formerly

she was a packer in a Leeds factory.

Another, private R.L. Thomas, a London woman, was a solderer in civil

life* She is a young widow who joined up because, she says, if her

husband had been alive he would have been a soldier. Her mother is taking

care of her 4 years old daughter so that she can "do her bit."

A third is a Liverpool girl, private Alice Jones, who had never been away

from her home town before*

During their course these A.T.S. trainees are billetted in civilian

houses near their college, which is one of the finest in the country. They

have their mid-day meal in the canteen and nearly every day they can bathe

in a huge swimming pool attached to the college#
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