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HEAVY DAMAGE AT EMDEN

Photographic reconnaissance has shown that the port of Emden may be added

to the growing list of German cities in which Bomber Command has done major

damage.

There has been considerable damage in Emden before, but the raid on the

night of June 6 was certainly the worst that it has yet had. There are large

areas of destruction both in the town and in the port itself.

In the Nordseewerke ship-building yards, which are engaged in the production

of submarines of medium tonnage, a large shop, built since the war, has been

gutted, and another large shop severely damaged by fire. Nine smaller buildings

surrounding the yard are gutted and two large buildings of the warehouse type
are demolished.

This blow to Germany’s submarine production follows hard upon the

devastation of Cologne, which must certainly have done much to hamper and delay

building of submarines. Accumulators and ether electrical apparatus for

submarines were made at Cologne, and the great Humboldt-Deutz works were

largely engaged in the production of diesel engines for submarines. One of the

two large Humboldt-Deutz factories in Cologne, the factory in the Mulheim

district suffered heavily during the attack by 1,000 bombers on the night of

May 30,. The other plant was hit in an earlier attack.

Emden handles supplies of iron ore from Scandinavia for the factories of

the Ruhr, and it also handles a great quantity of timber. Damage to the

warehouses and harbour facilities of Emden will obviously do much to impede the

transport of these essential raw materials, and on the night of June 6 this

damage was very severe. All the warehouses belonging to the firm of

Fischerci A.G. Dollart were destroyed and one was still burning at the time of

the reconnaissance. Both the buildings and warehouses belonging to the firm

of Schulte and Bruns were gutted. Other warehouses are demolished on the

east side of the Binnen Hafen in the railway yards and in many other parts of

the port. The government harbour offices and the customs house are gutted.
A bomb on the goods yard has damaged a number of trucks and waggons. Three

buildings in the railway station are gutted as well as a long building in the

railway dockyard. A building in the gasworks has been destroyed and

another damaged.


