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NEWLY BUILT DESTROYER HANDED OVER TO NORWEGIAN NAVY

The Norwegian Navy has just received a welcome new addition -

a fine modern destroyer built in a British ship-yard and handed

over by the Admiralty to Norwegian flag and Command.

Thus a further step has been taken in the rebuilding of

the Norwegian Navy after the severe losses which it suffered in

resisting the German attack in 1940. Then that campaign was over

the Germans had lost a greater tonnage than that of the entire

Norwegian Navy, but the latter suffered heavily too and only
thirteen vessels were able to come over to Britain when the Norwegian

Government moved to London on June 7, 1940.

Today, the Norwegian Navy comprises over sixty units, including

destroyers, submarines, minesweepers, corvettes end fast, armed

whale-catchers, which are used for patrol work.

For over to years these hardy little warships, manned by

blue-jackets from across the North Sea, have been co-operating
with the British fleet in convoy work, patrolling, mine-sweeping
and all the other tasks imposed upon the guardians of the seas.

It was a proud moment for the Norwegian boys when they went

aboard the new destroyer, hoisted the blue cross of St. Olav and,

standing in two stiff lines, took the old sailors’ oath to do their

duty "for the honour of the King, the fatherland and the flag,’"

The simple ceremony took place amidst the clatter of hundreds

of drills and rivetting machines, handled by thousands of busy

workers, in one of the largest ship-yards in the world. The

British workers stopped for a brief moment to watch the unusual

event and although they could not understand a word, they guessed
the meaning of it all.

Shortly after the new crew had taken over, Admiral Corneliussen,

Commander-in-Chief of the Norwegian Navy, went aboard and after a short

inspection said a few words of advice and encouragement to the men.

"The British authorities have shown great confidence in us in

handing over to the Norwegian Navy a modern ship of this type" he said,
"and it is our duty to see that their confidence has not been misplaced.

For myself, I have faith in the man whom I have appointed as the Commander

of this vessel and I have confidence in all of you. I believe that you will

show such an example by your handling of this ship that our Allies will be

encouraged to entrust other ships of the same type to our care,"

A few minutes later the newest ship in the Norwegian Navy slid away from

the quay, Workers on the quayside took a last glance at her elegant lines

and then bent over their work again.
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