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For the past four days aircraft of the Allied Air Forces,

including aircraft of the U.S. Army Air Corps, have been

supporting Naval operations in the Central and Eastern Mediterranean.

On Sunday evening (14th June) an Italian Naval force, including
two battleships and four destroyers, was sighted at sea south of

Taranto, It was shadowed and, during Sunday night (14th/15th June),
it was attacked by our long-range torpedo aircraft. Results were

unobserved.

On Monday morning the Italian Fleet was attacked by torpedo

aircraft, of which the majority were American, and manned by the U.S.

Army Air Corps, The attacks were simultaneous.

It is known that anumber of hits were made on the battleships,
and fires were caused. One Trento cruiser was set on fire by bombs

and sunk by torpedo. One six-inch cruiser and one destroyer are also

known to have been hit.

Early in the afternoon the enemy turned to northward, and

during Monday night were shadowed as they returned to their base.

On Monday morning (15th June) a second Italian Naval force of

cruisers and destroyers in the neighbourhood of Pantelleria was

attacked by torpedo aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm and the Royal
Air Force, one cruiser was hit and set on fire, and one destroyer

was probably hit.

Throughout the 13th, 14th and 15th June our Naval forces were

covered by our fighters, and many bombing attacks were intercepted.

Heavy fighting took place.

On one occasion a raid of 40 Ju.87s and Ju.88s, escorted by

more than twenty Me. 109s, was intercepted. The enemy was compelled

to jettison bombs far from our ships.

It is known that considerable losses were inflicted on the

enemy air forces, but full details are not yet available.


