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THE POLISH NATIONAL COUNCIL’S RESOLUTION

At its meeting on June 16, 1942, the Polish National Council adopted the

following Resolution:

The Polish National Council has listened to the full statement of the Polish

Prime Minister on the political situation and:

1. it expresses its solidarity with the Prime Minister's statement, in which he

expressed, his sincere approval of the British-Soviet Treaty, in particular of the

assurance contained in it, that, in accordance with the principles of the Atlantic

Charter these two states intend to co-operate with the Allied Nations in organising

the post-war security system and economic prosperity in Europe, and that they will

be guided by two principles: not to seek territorial gains for themselves and not

to interfere in the internal affairs of other states;

2. it expresses the hope, that this treaty, owing to the principles it embodies,
will facilitate a closer co-operation both during and after the war between all the

Allied Nations, in particular that it will help in building up in a suitable way

the future of this part of Europe in which Poland has vital interests and in the

forming of which after the war she must have real influence;

3. it states that the farseeing policy of the Polish Government, and in particular of the

Prime Minister General Sikorski, is in complete conformity with the interests of

the Polish Nation, that it succeeded in obtaining the full approval of the Allied

Nations of the contribution to this war by the undaunted and gallant people at

home, of our countrymen now in the U.S.S.R., and of the gallant Polish land, sea

and air forces; that this policy has restored to Poland the position which is

rightfully hers among the civilised nations and the influence to which she is

entitled on the course of international events, thus undoing the mistakes which led

to the military defeat of Poland in September 1939.

GENERAL SIKORSKI'S SPEECH TO THE POLISH NATIONAL COUNCIL

FOLLOWS:

Hitler has not defeated the Soviet army. He has not succeeded in occupying

Moscow or the Caucasus, nor in isolating Russia from the west, which may have a

deciding influence on the further course of the war. The Soviet State has shown

itself as firmly united, and the people have shown, in defence of their homes the

most admirable patriotism, sacrifice and morale. Hitler’s known plans for

organising an anti-Bolshevik crusade have foundered completely. His hopes of

defeating the United Nations, whose moral and political unity is a real force, have

proved, false. In this way, in spite of larger or smaller tactical successes,

Hitler is sustaining the first defeat of unheard-of importance.

In the last few days he has suffered another serious blow. This is the British-

Soviet Treaty of May 26, the contents of which was made public four days ago. The

Council undoubtedly realises the international importance of this act, which also

directly concerns Poland.

The Treaty is a most important politico-moral success for the United Nations,
as also for its signitaries. It will sustain the strength of resistance in the

countries occupied by Hitler and strengthen the fighting spirit of the Soviet

army, which is bearing, at this moment, the chief weight of the war on the

continent. Indeed it is fighting against about 185 large German units, and about

40 divisions provided by Germany’s satellites. And through the realisation of the

principles which it contains, the Treaty may have a vast influence in the

settling of world post-war relations.



Without the Polish-Soviet Agreement of July 1941 it would not have been

possible to conclude the Treaty in its present form. This confirms once again
that the Polish Government's policy was right. This policy already dates from

June 19, 1940, not one, but two years ago, when Ambassador Raczynski handed to

Lord Halifax, then Foreign Secretary, my aide-memoire, in which drawing all the

conclusions had been imposed by the fall of France, I expressed the view that it

was necessary to win over Russia to the Allied camp and to make use of the Poles

on Soviet territory for a common fight against the Germans.

The undertaking of British-Soviet agreement begins a special period in our

relations with the Soviets. It ended, in the Treaty which you know, so favourable

for us and for the Allies' common cause I expressed this in congratulating Mr. Eden

on such an excellent agreement.

The British Government's success is linked with the exceptional position of

Great Britain in this war. She attained it through enormous effort, greater than

that of any other nation at war, either on this or on the other side. It is sufficient

to mention that out; of a population of 35 million of between 14 to 65 years in these

islands, 22 million are in the armed forces, in war industry or in civil defence.

Great Britain has in yet another respect a leading position. All other European
countries which are at war to-day joined her when they had been attacked. Britain,
on the other hand, entered the war without being the object of aggression, in order

to satisfy the demands of political morality and to carry out international

obligations which really means - to carry out the treaty uniting Gt. Britain with

Poland, Britain has entered this war of her own free will with a clearly defined

aim, which is the defence of political morality and international law. That is the

tremendous political and moral capital which Great Britain has accumulated in this war.

By a strong confirmation of the principles of the Atlantic Charter, by the

extension of the principles of territorial non-aggrandisements, and the principle of

non-interference in the internal affairs of other nations, Gt.Britain has not only

fully kept her moral capital, but has increased it many times, and the Polish

Government attaches to this fact the greatest importance for the future.

The Treaty represents the complete victory of the ideals for which the war is

being fought.

The Treaty foretells at the same time the political role of the Soviet Union in

the construction of the future peace, and of the co-operation of the Soviets in the

economic reconstruction of Europe.

The attitude of the Soviet Union in this war is different from that of Great

Britain, Russia entered the war after a long period of mutual distrust and suspicion.

As Mr. Eden said in a radio speech on January 4, 1942, a whole heritage of mutual

suspicions existed. These suspicions and mistrusts formed a barrier which it was

difficult to remove at once. They existed not only in British-Russian relations, but

also in Russia's relations with other countries. This formed a powerful weapon in

the hand of German propaganda.

The Treaty is moreover, the confirmation of the attitude which the Polish

Government has been pursuing with consequence from the beginning, and should have

serious results in the future. The attitude of the Polish Government was dictated

not only by consideration for Poland's vital interests, but also by considerations

of political morality expressed lately in the Atlantic Charter. This attitude has

found the full understanding and support of President Roosevelt and the American

Government, during the visit which Minister Raczynski and I paid in Washington.



At the sane time I remained faithful to the convictions which I have

held from the outbreak of the Soviet-German war, that Russia, this

powerful factor in the struggle against humanity’s enemy No. 1 needs

immediate active assistance from the western democracies, I have maintained

this point of view in particular during the last negotiations both in

Great Britain and in America, emphasising in the most determined way the

necessity of opening up a second front in Europe and in concentrating all

the efforts in our fight against the Germans on the year 1942.

When analysing the British-Soviet Treaty we see that the pledges it

contains are directed not only against Germany, but against all the states

who are Germany's allies.

This excludes the possibility of negotiations not only with the present

German regime, but even with any other German Government which would not re-

nounce clearly all aggressive intentions. From our point of view this is of

clear advantage to us. The extension of the Alliance against Germany for a

period of twenty years is also highly advantageous. It means that even the

German government which would renounce clearly all intentions of aggression
and with which the armistice would he concluded, would remain under constant

suspicion for twenty years. This Treaty provides further a promise of a general
security system after the conclusion of the war. The pledges of both sides to

co-operate in this matter, and in the matter of economic prosperity in Europe,
is conditioned by the provision that both sides will take full account of the

interests of the United Nations, will not look for territorial conquests for

themselves, and will refrain from internal interference in the internal affairs

of other states.

I am convinced that the Anglo-Soviet Treaty will also have some influence

on Polish-Soviet relations.

Lately matters concerning the Polish population in Russia, have been the

subject of our negotiations with the Soviet Government. The difficulties en-

countered are partly the result of the real complications arising from total war

but all these difficulties must be overcome.

As both President Roosevelt and Cardinal Kinsley have stated, the

attitude towards Poland is the criterion of political morality in this war.

The Polish cause has become the measure which shows the degree of inter-

national co-operation to which given nation is ready to subscribe,

I am convinced that the Soviet Government is also aware of the importance of

its attitude towards Poland.

There are still, and there will be, many contentious matters between

Poland and Russia; it is necessary, however, to try to remove these differences.

We believe that the fundamental problem will be settled in a way satisfactory
to the vital interests of the Polish Nation which is now being exterminated

methodically and ruthlessly by the Germans.

Our nation, which, is now shewing such great moral virtues, is unmistakably

entitled to have a great and strong Poland, a Poland which will face the

west. The Soviet statesmen have spoken about such a Poland on every occasion.

I am fully aware, while speaking to you today, that the Government

has fulfilled it duties towards Poland honestly, I state with every

confidence, that the Polish views and the Polish raison d'etat gave been

taken fully into account in the British-Soviet Treaty. The Poles at home

and abroad will accept this fact with satisfaction, and, in view of the

campaign against this Treaty, with a feeling of relief. Poles pay dearly

with their blood, sweat and appalling suffering-for victory; now, their

faith both in the military victory of the Allies and in the creation by

them, together with us, of a just for all and therefore lasting peace, will

be yet strengthened.
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