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SITING OF RICKS

Food and feeding stuffs may be lost through rick fires arising
from accident or negligence or from incendiary attack. Concentrations

cf ricks placed close together are likely to be totally lost if one of

the ricks catches alight. Past experience shows that it is almost

impossible in such circumstances to prevent fire from spreading to other

ricks, farm buildings and dwelling houses. Such losses can no longer
be risked.

Farmers have been advised in the past two years to disperse

their ricks as much as possible. Dispersal is now compulsory in England
and Wales under the Siting of Hicks Order, 1942, made by the Minister of

Agriculture and Fisheries, The Order prohibits the building of any rick

of agricultural produce, e.g. hay, corn, straw, pulse crops, linseed and

flax, within 20 yards of any other rick or of any dwelling house. Ricks

may, however, be built in pairs for convenience of baling or threshing

provided that
any one pair is at least 20 yards distent from any part of

any other rick. Failure to comply with this requirement may involve

prosecution, but the Order provides that a person may plead in defence

and must prove to the satisfaction of the Court, that the dispersal of

his ricks would be prejudicial to the baling, threshing or utilisation

of the produce owing to circumstances beyond his control - including the

nature of the land and of the means of access thereto under normal

conditions. This provision is intended to meet cases of special

difficulty, e.g. where the farmer has but a short stretch of hard road on

his holding and, owing to the nature of the land, must place his ricks

along the road or in a rick yard to enable baling or -threshing tackle to

be brought up* The Order comes into force immediately*


