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SWEETS AND CHOCOLATE RATIONING: SPECIAL RESERVE STOCKS.

The Minister of Food has made a further Order giving certain directions

and licences under the Special Reserve Stocks Order recently made.

The effect is:-

(1 ) There deliveries are normally made at longer intervals

than eight weeks, it will be a sufficient compliance
with the terms of the Order if a manufacturer or a

wholesaler continues to make deliveries at such

longer intervals and in proportion to immediately

preceding deliveries.

(2) Where goods are delivered mainly at certain seasonal

periods of the year, there will he sufficient

compliance with the Order if deliveries are made

to the extent and in proportion to amounts delivered

in the corresponding period of the previous year.

(3) Where, by reason of packing or otherwise, it is not

practical for a manufacturer to label exactly

25% of his despatches to a particular customer

with the special reserve label, or where it is not

practical for a wholesaler to distribute goods so

labelled in exact proportion to his total sales to

a given customer, in each case it will be a

sufficient compliance with'.the Order if this is

done as nearly as practicable.

(4) Where goods s
are of such a nature that there is

serious risk of deterioration if they are

retained in stock until July 27, such articles

may be sold on condition that an equal quantity
of other goods is retained in place of them and a

proper record' is kept.

The provisions of the Order are designed to secure that there shall he

at the beginning of rationing adequate stocks equitably distributed. Certain

retailers are retaining more than the 25% of their supplies (or even in certain

cases closing their shops .altogether) in the belief that by so doing they rail

secure a greater share of subsequent trade* This is directly contrary to the expressed

request of the Ministry that they should continue to sell the balance of

their supplies; and is also, contrary to the retailer 's own interest as well as

to the interests of the consumer.

The Ministry and the Industry are united in their desire to retain

equitable distribution, subject to meeting consumer needs, and suitable stops
will be taken to deal with attempts to defeat this,intention.
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