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BILLY BISHOP'S OLD SQUADRON

A 27-year-old Canadian is now leading a famous R.A.F. fighter

squadron which, in the last war, was led hy another Canadian, Air Marshal

"Billy" Bishop, V.C.

The present leader of the squadron, which is equipped with American-

built night-fighters, is Wing Commander G.L. Raphael from Brantford, Ontario.

He has won the D.F.C. as a bomber pilot and a bar to it as a fighter pilot.

As a bomber pilot he made one of the longest flights yet carried out over

enemy territory to Warsaw and back and as a fighter he has already

destroyed five enemy aircraft, including two bombers in one night.

Wing Commander Raphael’s first war flight was made in January, 1940,

when he piloted a Whitley bomber in the first raid on the island of Sylt.

"In the next twelve months I think I flew over most of the countries in

Europe," he said today, "My log-book shows visits to Berlin, the Ruhr,

Metz, Warsaw, Posen, Turin, Milan, Prague, Jena, Trondheim and Oslo,

Warsaw was the longest trip over enemy territory, because we were flying for

11 hours 10 minutes, ten and a half of which were over hostile country.

We went at first to drop leaflets, and how we wished in those days that they

were bombs,'"

When Norway was invaded Wing Commander Raphael piloted the first

bomber to attack the Trondheim searPane base and the aerodrome at Oslo,

Soon afterwards he was flying a Whitley bomber loaded with high explosives

and incendiaries to an attack on oil refineries at Hanover when an Me.110

attacked his aircraft- over the North Sea. The British tail-gunner shot the

Me. down in flames, but not before it had put both the Whitley'• s engines

out of action and shot the Wing Commander through both feet. In spite

of his wounds, he managed to belly-land the heavily-laden bomber on the

water, and the crew cf five spent the night in their dinghy until the

destroyer "Javelin' 1 picked them up the next day. After three months in

hospital, Wing Commander Raphael went straight back to flying, leading bombing
attacks on Germany, Italy and the invasion ports. In one week he flew to

Italy three times.

As a night fighter he shot down his first victim within a week of joining

an operational squadron. In July 194l he was awarded a bar to his D.F.C, and

celebrated it a few nights after by destroying two German bombers in one night.

His closest shave in night fighting was when the rear-gunner of a Ju.88

which he afterwards destroyed hit his starboard engine and put 27 bullet holes

in the body of his Havoc. After seeing his victim crash, he flew the Havoc

back to his base on one engine.

The squadron he new leads has a total score to date of 155 enemy aircraft

destroyed and its members, in. this war, have won three D.S.O.'s, 15 D.F.C.'s

and three D.F.M .'s.


