
11/6/42 - No.16

THE KING

First Colonel-in-Chief of the Army Cadets.

The Army Cadet Force, of which H.M. The King is today gazetted

Colonel-in-Chief, was founded 40 years ago.

In January, 1942, the Government decided to expand the Army Cadets

and to issue free uniforms, the battledress of the Army, Since then

expansion has been extraordinarily rapid until today there are more than

140,000 Army Cadets in over 1,000 units throughout Great Britain.

The Army Cadet Force is complementary to the Sea Cadets and Air

Training Corps, and the Inter-Service Cadet Committee co-ordinates the

three organisations. Its expansion is Being undertaken in close

co-operation with the Board of Education and Local Education Authorities

are represented on every County Cadet Committee, Each County has its

Cadet Committee, closely linked with the Territorial Army Association,

and Cadet units are affiliated to the nearest T.A. unit, rearing its badges
and following its regimental drills and customs.

The military training of the Army Cadet is designed to produce potential

leaders, through the Certificate ’A’ examination; this is taken in taro parts,
one at 13 years and the other at 16 years* For training purposes Cadet units

arc affiliated to local Home Guard units* A fully tra lined Cadet, when he

comes to join the Regular Army should he "set fair" for a successful military
career. On the "club* 1

side the Army Cadets co-operate closely with youth

organisations such as Boys’ Clubs, and Boy Scouts, and also with religious
bodies.

The official Cadet ages are from 14 - 17, and between these ages

efficient Cadets cam an annual grant for their unit. They should join the

Home Guard at 17, but at 16 Cadets can join A.A. units of the Horne Guard, and

can also act as Home Guard and Civil Defence messengers.
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