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EDUCATIONAL REFORM:

MR. R.A. BUTLER APPEALS TO THE CHURCHES

An appeal to the Churches of all denominations to put before him plans

enabling them to participate in educational reform, was made today by Mr R.A.

Butler, President of the Board of Education,

Speaking to the Association of Education Committees, in London, Mr. Butler

said that this was a formative period when Government policy had not yet

crystallized and, lie was anxious to find some arrangements whereby the statutory
division of duties between the Local Education Authorities and the Managers

of the voluntary schools, which was made 40 years ago, could be revised to meet

the circumstances of today and tomorrow.

"I do not wish to see'our educational system 1 rationalised,n he said, "I wish

to retain the character given by the diversity of our schools while eliminating
the disparity of standards, I am not in favour of seme children being denied

conditions and standards afforded, to others. Huge differences exist in the

country between different types of schools serving similar types of children,

I am impressed, by the need, for improving and, rendering more even the facilities

offered by our schools. As organised at present they will not do,”

Dealing with some of the difficulties under the present arrangements,
Mr. Butler said that fewer of the children in the voluntary schools had. been

re-organised, than had been found possible in the Council schools. He paid
tribute to the magnificent records of the National Society and the British and

Foreign Bible Society who were the pioneers of popular education. It was to

them we owed everything in the early days. From the very fact, however, that

they wore pioneers meant that many of their schools were old and. compared
unfavourably with modem requirements.

Another drawback was the absence of a unified authority for the appointment
of teachers and there was also a need for greater uniformity in the conditions of

employment of teachers and of a greater opportunity for their interchange between

the voluntary and, the council schools.

"Education is," he said, "the spearhead, of Social Reform and has an immense

part to play in Britain that will emerge from the war but many complications of

our educational machinery would, have to be straightened, out before real progress

could be made.

"I look forward to a society in which there will be fewer chasms and more

solidity. Our policy must be animated by ethical values and we must not permit

an ambitious large scale consideration of the needs of the State, or a massive

inhuman administrative organisation, to crush'out all that is individual.

’’There is much hal'd work to be done and, a heavy responsibility rests upon all

concerned, to use the precious time before us to resolve puzzles and to suggest
constructive solutions.

“Upon the attitudes now adopted, will depend the whole future progress of

educational development.

"Let us reconcile the deep feelings of men upon the issues which we must now

set ourselves to resolve."
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