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Statement by Mr.K.C.George YEH, Counsellor of

the Chinese Embass
y,

London Director of the Chinese

Ministry of Information at a Press Conference held in London,
at 11.15 a.m. on June 11, 1942.

There is a feeling in China to-day that as the war continues there

is need for closer co-operation and co-ordination in information work among the

United Nations than has hitherto been, attempted. We are fighting one and the

same war, but in different theatres of action ad against different backgrounds,

It is necessary that the people and the press in one theatre of war should fully

appreciate the conditions, the difficulties end the efforts cf war in the other

theatres, so that we may share together, as we should, not only the joys of

victory but also the anxieties and needs of our allies in other parts of the

world.

We know in Chungking that there has been a growing interest here in

China and in China's ill-armed yet determined efforts to continue her struggles

against Japanese aggression. Before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour and

Malaya those of us who were working abroad against Japanese aggression had to do

so mostly under cover. We were grateful for what interest and sympathy Great

Britain and America, could, afford te show us! Now that we are allies in a total

war against aggression, it is no longer a question of interest and sympathy but

one of understanding and appreciate on of the urgency cf the situation in the Far

East.

No longer are China's needs solely her own, but equally the needsof

the united nations in that theatre of war in which China happens to occupy the

central position. After our losses in Malaya, Burma, the Dutch East Indies and

the Philippinea, let us not still think the situation in the Far East can be left

to wait until Hitler is disposed of. While confident of final victory, none of

us want an unnecessarily long war if we can avoid it. The war must be prosecuted

with vigour in every theatre, so that there will be no undue prolongation of it,

I have reason to believe that this point is being more and more appreciated in the

responsible quarters of the Governments of the United Nations,

We Chinese are not a well informed people, but the desire to know what

goes on in other allied countries is everyday growing stronger and more widespread.

In the villages, where "before the war literacy was confined to a few, more and

more people are learning to read. The names of Tobruk, Libya, Kharkov, Bataan,

etc., are heard from the lips of school children, who receive regular class-room

instruction in war news. We are doing our best to make the man in the street

feel, both geographically and spiritually, the closeness cf the war in Europe and

in the Middle East, and so realise the sameness of purpose with our own long

struggles. We fool that as the war progresses a broader perspective taken by

people in the allied countries will be of great value to the solidarity of the

united nations. This is not an easy matter.

The average Chinese, for instance, has very little idea of the immense

task of sea defences which has fallen on the shoulders of Great Britain and the

United States, Terrestrial-minded rather than sea-minded as he is, he is likely

to minimise the difficulty of such a task, even if he knew something of its im-

portance, In the same way, there may be some people in England and America who

think that China is net fighting, simply because the Chinese are not fighting with

tanks and aeroplanes* In both cases, a knowledge of facts and figures might tell

different stories,

Not only are the people in China interested to know what goes on from,

day to day in ether allied countries, they are also anxious to know what their

allied friends are thinking and planning about the new world to come. Enough
men will have died by the end of this war for the survivors to demand a more

stable order in which there is a reasonable hope that the forces of aggression
will never again be permitted to threaten the world* Everywhere in China there

is manifested a strong desire to see a new world-society evolved from this total

struggle. To return to the status quo is surely not what we all are fighting for.

/We are



We are a people with a long tradition of self-criticism like yourselves. No two

Chinese will agree on trivialities, hopeless diehards we are in the matter of taste,
but we are all agreed now on one important issue, that is, that China must fight

this war to the end and that we must have victory, China is united and will

remain united even after the year is ever, for reconstruction has been as much a
of our national programs as resistance against aggression, The need for unity

has been learned by hard experience, and the lesson will n ot be forgotten.

Now, I would like to give some rough figures of China’s fighting strength. We
have over 300 divisions with 5,000,000 soldiers in the field, and 10,000,000 non

in reserve or in training behind the lines. Over 800,000 guerillas are harassing

enemy garrisons and enemy lines of communication, while more than 600,000 regular

troops are operating behind the Japanese lines, he are successfully immobilizing .

more than one million Japanese soldiers in Chine including Manchuria, As long

as China resists, Japan's potential assistance to the other Axis powers will be

Giving to the lack of air support and heavy armament, we have had to rely

essentially on the effective uses of small arms, This physical limitation in

equipment often forces us to retire from areas where the operation of heavy armaments

is decisive, We can only fight and hit back in terrains where we can profitably

capitize on small arms and the mobility of small units.

No statement,however brief, of China’s war effort can leave out the heroic part

played by our civilian populations, both in free and occupied China, Without the

voluntary and intelligent co-operation of the local population it is doubtful
whether our guerillas would have been able to operate at all. The world will one

day hear of the almost unbelievable acts of heroism and sacrifice which come to

light from time to time. I must not forget to mention the hundreds of thousands

of road-builders, mostly farmers and coolies, who have built and are daily building

highways and roads through the wildest parts of China and in living conditions which

would be inconceivable in England or America,

The story of how the 1,500 mile Burma Road was built day and night, rain or

shine, by 120,000 workmen who brought their own tools and food is in itself a

testimony to the unbreakable spirit of the people whew awakened by a sense of

communall danger and patriotic feeling. An impelling determination of the people
to escape foreign domination and to live as free men under whatever conditions of

hardship has helped our army to carry on this war against aggression for almost

five long years.

I would be lying if I were to say that we have suffered smaller losses than our

enemt, but it will interest you to know that up to the end of 1941 Japanese lossen

in China had exceeded 2,000,000 killed and wounded. And this is a conservative

estimate. The Japanese suill maintain ever a million soldiers in China, There is

no that Japan’s chief on land at present is to crush China’s resistance

well as to deprive the United Nations of theuse of China as a base from which

we may conveniently hit back.
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