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Marketing of 1942 Oats Crop

The following preliminary announcement of arrangements for marketing oats of

the 1942 crop was made recently by the Secretary of State for Scotland

(a) The maximum price for milling and feeding oats for the 1942 harvest

would, at the start of the season be 1s.0d. per cwt. or 3s.0d. per

quarter above 1941. Therefore, the starting maximum price would be

14s.9d. for milling oats and 14s.6d. per ccwt. for feeding oats of the

1942 crop

(b) It was proposed that there should also he a minimum price for sound sweet

oats. This, at the beginning of the season would be 14s.0d. per cwt.,

and from November 1942 would be 8d. per cwt. below the maximum price for

feeding oats. As with the 1941 crop, there would be a rising scale

of prices throughout the season. The full proposals for the maximum

and minimum prices throughout the season would be announced later after

discussion with the parties interested, but the maximum price for feeding

oats of the 1942 crop would be about 16s.0d per cwt, after April 1st, 1943.

(c) It was not proposed to alter the existing arrangements for the marketing

of oats through approved buyers, but with the view of securing adequate

supplies of oats for milling and essential horses in the latter part of

the season 1942/43, the Ministry of Food propose to invite growers to

enter into contracts through approved buyers for the delivery of oats

after April 1st, 1943. While allowing the grower freedom to secure the

higher price as milling or seed oats, if possible, the contract would

guarantee a market for sound sweet oats at not less than the current

maximum price for feeding oats.

(d) With a view to avoiding congestion of the market at glut periods, the

Ministry of Food was prepared to buy at the minimum price or more all

storable oats offered to thorn by approved buyers to the extent of the

available storage capacity. There would be no restriction on the sale

to England and Males of Scottish Oats which the Ministry of Food were

not prepared to buy at the minimum price.

The above arrangements will apply to the whole of Great Britain, A scheme

to give effect to those arrangements is now' being worked out, and will be notified

in duo course. Though the details are still under consideration the main outlines

of the scheme in so far as they will affect approved buyers are as follows:-

The Minister of Pood will be prepared after April 1st, 1943, subject to the

following conditions, to buy from any approved buyer at the price of l6s.4d.

per cwt. ex farm, threshed oats which are sweet, sound and commercially clean.

(1) The oats must have been purchased by the approved buyer from the

grower of the oats at a price of not less than l6s.0d. per cwt. ex farm

on the terms of an agreement entered into with the grower before October

31st, 1942, or such later date an the Minister may allow, The terms of

such agreement must have been previously approved by the Minister, Standard

forms or form of agreement mil be approved by the Minister after

consultation with bodies representative of growers and approved buyers.

(2) The oats must have been threshed after March 31st, 1943; and in the case

of oats grown in England and Wales, before August 1st, 1943; and in the

case of oats grown in S
c
otland before September 1st, 1943

(3) The Minister must be satisfied in each case that the oats

(a) are in excess of the average quantity of oats of all qualities
and descriptions held in stock by the approved buyer during the

period August 1st, 1941 to July 31st, 1942 and

(b) could not have previously been disposed of by the approved buyer
in the ordinary course of his business at a price of not less

than 16s.4d. per cwt, ex farm.
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(4) The approved buyer must have given such reasonable notice to the

Minister as the latter may require of the date on which the approved
buyer is prepared to deliver the oats.

(5) The approved buyer must have furnished to the Minister all such

information relating to his agreements for the sale or purchase of

oats as the Minister may have required.

MINISTRY OF FOOD
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