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THE NUKE ON WELLINGTON’S REGIMENT (WEST RIDING}

In Burma the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, the West Riding, the old 33rd

Foot, has won new honours.

Raised in 1702 the regiment bears its present name in memory of the Iron

Duke who joined as an ensign in 1788.

Since 1939 the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment has sent battalions to France,
India, Iceland and the Far East, in addition to providing large contingents for the

Home Forces.

The battalion in Burma has fought without respite against heavy odds that

were never less than 3 - 1.

During the engagement between the Bilin and the Sittang rivers, an important

bridge-head was threatened by the Japanese. The men of the Duke of Wellington’s

charged with the bayonet to restore the situation, and although the Japanese came

again and again during the night, with heavy mortars in support, they were beaten

off every time.

For many days the men had no proper sleep; they were without regular supplies
of food and depended on their iron rations and what they could find. A war

correspondent wrote on March 2, "When it is possible to tell the full story, some-

thing truly noble and imperishable will be added to the history of this regiment”.

Three battalions of the regiment were in France and one of these was the first

unit of the British Army to make contact with the Germans when the Low Countries were

invaded.

During the action at Dunkirk it was essential that a certain bridgehead be held.

This task was allotted to the Regiment by then numbering only 260. They held a

two-mile front for five days against greatly superior forces.

Field gunners supporting these men were so moved by their spirit that they

presented the battalion with a suitably inscribed silver salver. The commander of

the brigade in which the battalion served wrote that the men’s fighting efficiency

and stubborn determination were in keeping with the highest traditions of the past.

The battalion got away, the Adjutant piloting 30 men across the North Sea in

a Thames barge. A private carried his heavy anti-tank rifle all the way from

Dunkirk to the Regimental Depot raid handed it to the Quartermaster saying, "Here it

is; I would like a receipt for it”.

Twenty-seven men from the battalion were mentioned in despatches. The other

two battalions also fought bravely and suffered many casualties. They were with-

drawn after the French capitulation.

There are many regiments like the Duke of Wellington’s at home and in other

parts of the world. The spirit of the British Tommy never fails, even when he is

faced with towering odds and has suffered heavy reverses.

The British regiment is very much of a family affair and the motto, "Never

say die", has been handed down from father to son. Many of the men fighting today
had great-great-grandfathers in their own regiments at Waterloo.

The name Waller has been associated with the Duke of Wellington’s since 1840

and 13 members of the family have completed over 190 years' service with the regiment.

The youngest member, Major J.A. Waller, won the M.C. at Dunkirk.

The Kennedys have been in constant service in the Duke of Wellington’s since

1854. Colour Sergeant Hembly joined in 1875 and subsequently 5 of his sons and 4

of his grandsons enlisted in the regiment. During the Great War, Captain D.N.Foster

served with 5 of his sons, 3 of whom were killed in action.

Such is the heritage which the soldiers of today have received from their

fathers and are resolved to hard on enriched for their sons.
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