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The following is foruse in connection

with issue No.22. of today's date:-

LIEUTENANT GENERAL MASON MACFARLANE

Lieutenant-General Frank Noel Mason MacFarlane, C.B., D.S.O., M.C., is

52 years of age. He was commissioned as 2nd Lieutenant, Royal Artillery, in

1909;. During the Four Years' War he served continuously from September 1914,

until September, 1918, first on the Western Front, then in Mesopotamia, and

again in France and Belgium. He won the M.C. and two bars and the French

Croix de Guerre, and was twice mentioned in despatches. He held several

staff appointments both in France and in Mesopotamia, ending as Brigade

Major R.A. After the armistice he was a Staff Officer in India, passed

through the Staff College and Imperial Defence College, and, was Military
Attache at Budapest from 1931 to 1935 and Military Attache at Berlin from

1937 to June 1939.

On the outbreak of the present war he was promoted acting Major General

and went with Lord Gort to France as Director of Military Intelligence at

G.H.Q. the British Expeditionary Force. During the withdrawal to Dunkirk he

was placed in command of a hastily assembled force to hold the river crossings
on the British right flank in the region of Douai and Arras. His work in

France earned him a mention in despatches and the D.S.O.

Following the Dunkirk evacuation he was appointed to command the troops
in Gibraltar, a key position in the defence of the Empire, Last June

Germany attacked Russia: a British military mission was promptly organised and

despatched to Moscow, with Lieutenant General Mason MacFarlane at its head.

Throughout the past year he has kept in the closest touch possible with the

Russian Supreme Command.

Lieutehant General Mason MacFarlane is tall man with massive shoulders.

He carries his powerful head thrust forward in an attitude expressive of his

gcx.ous and resolute character. Energy and tenacity are his master qualities;
ho is quick to seize upon new ideas and tireless in translating them into fact.

He is a good listener; having mastered the subject in debate he expresses

himself with soldierly point and force. There is never any doubt about what

he thinks. He has the gift of languages and has qualified as an interpreter

in German and French.
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