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HOW VICHY HELPS THE AXIS

Fresh evidence of military aid being rendered to the Axis powers by
the Vichy Government has just reached Free French H.Q.

Torpedoes are being made for the Germans at Toulon, big naval base in

Unoccupied France, and for the Italians at St. Tropez, under the

surveillance of the Armistice Commission.

A few days ago three German ships arrived in Marseilles. Food

arriving from French North Africa is distributed as follows: 25% for the

French population, 25% for the French Army, and 50% for Germany and Italy.

As already announced, the Germans have demanded 50,000 horses from

Unoccupied France. Delivery is proving so difficult that the resignation
of Caziot, Agricultural Minister, is the subject of unconfirmed rumours.

25,000 tons of hay, straw and oats have already been sent to the German

Army from the Unoccupied Zone.

German military authorities also demanded 400 lorries from Unoccupied

France and Spain by the end of March; it is not known whether delivery has

been made.

General Bergeret, Vichy Air Minister, stated on Saturday that the Vichy
Air Force numbers about 1,000 modern planes, and that it is proposed to

build up this force within the framework of the Armsitice Convention.

Here are the facts:

The production of planes in 1942 is scheduled to reach 6,000 for the

two Zones. Of these, 5,000 will go to Germany and 1,000 to the Vichy Army.

Theoretically, the production of the Unoccupied Zone is reserved for the

Vichy Army, but the Germans maintain the right to take aircraft from the

Unoccupied Zone if production figures in Occupied France fall below

schedule.

Thus Frenchmen in aircraft factories in the Unoccupied Zone work under

the delusion that whatever they turn out will stay in France - they are not

told that there is every chance of their production being seized by the

Germans on the grounds that factories in Occupied France have not been

operating at the required speed.

The Hispano works at Tarbes are producing Hispano 12 Z engines.
Gnome-Rhone at Limoges are turning out the Gnome-Rhone 14 R air-cooled

engine. The seaplane works at Toulon have produced three prototypes of

troop-carrying planes and are now making plans for their mass production.

On the other hand, night work has ceased in the Dodeville works in

Marseilles since the R.A.F. bombarded the Renault factories in Paris.
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