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SPITFIRES ATTACK SHIPPING OFF BELGIAN COAST

Spitfires of Fighter Command this afternoon attacked enemy shipping
off the Belgian coast, while others went for targets in occupied France,

In the shipping attack, one of two armed mine-sweepe rs was left in a badly
damaged condition.

The two vessels were seen just off shore near Ostend, and, despite

fierce return fire, our pilots made low-level attacks.

The leading mine-sweeper was raked with cannon and machine-gun fire, and the

Spitfire pilots saw their shells exploding on the waterline and on the decks

and superstructure.

This vessel, when our pilots broke away, was last seen to be burning
fiercely in the stem and leaving a trail of oil on the sea. Her speed had been

greatly reduced, ’’She was blazing like a house on fire," said the leader of the

operation, "Pretty heavy flak was put up from the mine-sweepers, and shore

batteries joined in. But all our Spitfires returned safely."

When other Spitfires crossed the French coast they were not engaged by the

enemy and went down to attack targets on a railway near Fecamp),

The engine of a goods train Was left enveloped in steam, the boiler having
been hit.

One aircraft is missing from patrol this morning, but the pilot was

picked up.

While on his way home, he was attacked simultaneously by three F.W.190s.

He was wounded in the arm and hands by shell splinters, and his aircraft was

so badly hit by cannon fire that he had to bale cut from 14.000 feet.

As he fell, his dinghy broke adrift from his parachute harness, and when

ho hit the water he had to swim some distance, handicapped by his arm injuries,

before he could reach the dinghy and clamber in. Half an hour later he was

rescued by a trawler which landed him at a South Coast port.


