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Following is script of talk by Mr. Emanuel Shinwell, M.P.

in tonight's. 9 o ’clock Home Service,

When Lord Beaverbrook, following his conversations with Stalin and other

Soviet leaders, called for a mighty effort in aid of our gallant Russian ally,
his inspiring appeal mot with an immediate enthusiastic response. His graphic,
.illustration of the self-sacrifice and sufferings of the Russian people, of their

indomitable spirit, and of the stern measures adoptel to grapple with the insane

lust of the Nazis imparted a much-needed stimulus to our war effort; it was

the signal for a vastly accelerated output of guns, tanks and aircraft, which

ever since have emerged in a steady flow from our factories#

The sense, of urgency, which Lord Beaverbrook's appeal evoked on that

occasion, was more than .justified. Under the stress of arament superiority

large traces of Soviet territory were surrendered t’o the enemy, monuments of

Soviet industry, which-long years of trial and infinite patience had brought to

fruition, were ruthlessly destroyed, and although, the force of Nazi fury was

directed against the civilian population, whose solo crime was the protection
of their homes against the murderous- Nazi gangsters, the Russian people have

by their amazing resistance written an epic chapter in the history of mankind.

But while we rightly applaud the undaunted valour of the Soviet Union, lot

us not underrate the virtues of Great Britain. Vie have vast resources at our

command which, if wisely and efficiently used, can forgo the instruments of

victory. Among the common people there is the will to win. That there resides

in the hearts of the Government an intense desire for victory* I do not doubt,

We are a highly industrialised-nation, possessed of ( superb technical and

administrative qualities• Our workers, whether they labour by hand or brain,

are skilled in the highest Craftmanship, second to none throughout the world;

our people core tough, capable of enduring burdens and sacrifices, our seamen,

soldiers and airmen have already displayed the noblest qualities of heroism

and fortitude. Hence, what the Russian- people have achieved against the most

formidable military machine. the world, has ever known is within the capacity of

the British people.

The Prime Minister, in a recent'broadcast, made reference to the demand for

a ‘ second front, and applauded the spirit of aggression which animated the -people.

In what does the spirit of aggression consist? It is not confined to the passing

of resolutions, the passionate declamation on public platforms, or the

dialectic of Parliamentary debates. Its fundamental expression resides in the

collective' organisation of our productive capacity, in the readiness to accept

sacrifices, in.speed, in dauntless courage, in audacity, and in the removal of

every impediment and vested interest that bars the way to victory*



Let- us "be under no illusion, be must emerge triumphantly from this gigantic

conflict, no natter what cost or s orifice are entailed. To lose the war is

unthinkable. Should we fail, the workers know what to expect; for then there is the

certainty of slavery under the domination .of the brutal Nazi bosses, but neither

the owners of wealth and property can hope to profit thereby. Their prospects of

survival are equally imperilled. Hitler does not select his victims with-

meticulous discrimination.

Therefore no sacrifice should be too great, and no effort should be regarded

as. too onerous to make our shores impregnable, and to press forward with a swift

and formidable offensive against the enemy in every possible theatre of war.

be did not enter the war solely for the purpose of defending our own soil, but

to rescue the people of Poland from the clutches of the Nazi thugs, Now we are ,

charged with the duty of liberating Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands, the people

of Greece and Czechoslovakia, the people of France, lying prostrate under the feet ■
of. the traitor Laval, all of whom in the midst of an offensive may seize the occasion
to pounce upon their oppressors and deal out a just but terrible retribution.

Let us be frank with -ourselves. Let us stop indulging in the pleasant pastille

of 'wishful thinking, '

b
e

are now in the third year of the war, be are facing an unscrupulous and

brutal enemy who will stop at nothing to gain his vile and sinister ends, an enemy

capable of treachery and double-crossing; an enemy fully conscious of the fate that

awaits him should he fail to gain the victory.

Stop indulging in futile protests about the treachery of the enemy. If he

cannot win by fair means he will endeavour to win by any kind of foul that occurs.,

to his evil brain. In the wars of the past no doubt something of the ordinary
courtesies common to normal men remained; but we are net fighting against -normal men,
but against beasts, who are ready, and indeed only too willing, to inflict their

diabolical bestialities upon their helpless victims.

Surely, nobody will ask for evidence of the acts of fiendish cruelty perpetrated

by those sadistic brutes in the occupied territories, in Russia, even in their own

country against decent men, women and children, who have committed the unpardonable
sin of failing to appreciate the generosity of the architects of what is described as

the "New Order",

"New Order" appears to be a queer name to denote the reappearance of the torture

chamber, the rack and the thumbscrew, or to give it the modern Nazi form, the.

bludgeon, the rubber truncheon, the surreptitious cremations, the convenient suicide

of helpless wretches herded together in the foul confines of Nazi coneentration

camps.

Is’ the desire to achieve victory the paramount consideration? If so, any failure

to subordinate selfish and personal interests to the national needs is a grievous

fault, and must be speedily corrected,. That does not mean that disquiet OYer the

the war'effort, or legitimate complaints against blunders should

be suppressed. Criticism, if directed to the supreme objective of winning the war,

is itself an essential service, it to permit any private or vested interest to

clpg the machine, to create or maintain an impediment to the war effort,'err even to

coiplain of burdens, if those burdens are fairly distributed over the whole community

on the basis of equity can no longer be tolerated.



Perhaps you feel a sense of injustice., which springs from the experience of the

years of frustration following the last war. Perhaps you are sceptical of the facile

assurances about the brave new world which is to follow the final victory over our

enemies.. Maybe you .are concerned about your position when the war is over, and

wonder whether your job will be waiting, and what wages you will receive; or if you

are an employer, disturbed about- the future of industry, or you may be a small trader

whose business has disappeared through the exigencies of war.

Many prominent people hove spoken of the new world, and have assured us that the

dark days of unemployment and depression are over; that social conditions will never

be the same again. They never will be the same again; nothing is more certain than

that. But whether they will be better is, another matter; That depends on decisions

taken, not when the war is over and won, but here and now, when the nation is in the

mood, when the revolution in people’s minds has already begun, and when the opportunity
of making a substantial contribution to the creation of social justice in the post-war

world, and to the successful prosecution of the war, is in our hands.

Y/hatever we do, let us not evade this issue. It is closely related to the

cause for which we are fighting, it is the basis of real liberty and democracy, it

is the rook in which morale, whether among those who serve the nation in the Forces,
or Civil Defence, or in industry, is firmly embedded. It is natural that men and

women should concern themselves with the economic and social factors associated with

the domestic life of the community, To put it bluntly, they are concerned about

their future, and, there is no use complaining of this,‘for that would be futile;

they would still, remain concerned, .

If we could afford it, and I believe we. can, to give a little more on account,
first of all to the men in the Services, and to give the dependents of serving men

"freedom from want,"not in the dim and distant future, and also to give to the

old-age pensioner, and those who have suffered the horrors of unemployment, the

security that means "freedom from fear," and remove many of the distinctions, which

still persist, even in the hour of national peril, we should provide an impetus to the

war effort that would forever spell the doom of all aggressors and dictators.

A firm declaration, that when Victory is gained, when the period of demobilisatic

is reached, and while we are seeking to repair the ravages of war, no man or woman-

will be placed on the dole, but all,will receive a minimun wage, sufficient to provide

elementary needs, would have far-reaching and beneficial consequences.

War is a messy, murderous, brutal and ugly business, But when you are forced to

defend yourselves, do it with all your might, even to the point of ruthlessness,

Should this require a departure from tradition it is unwise to hesitate* If you are

in a fortress, assailed by the enemy, with your backs to the wall, there, is no'

disposition to consider the interests of privileged persons.

When our brave merchant seamen are exposed for many days in open boats on the

high seas, with rations hardly sufficent to sustain-life, they share, and share alike.

Orders issued by the officers are willingly obeyed by the men, who leave their fate

in the hands of those more skilled in navigation, but in the matter of food and drink,

of clothing and accommodation, there is no distinction.

Here-, surely, is the moral at this critical hour in the nation’s history. This

is not an exposition of political doctrine, nor an, expression of political

partisanship, but an appreciation of our common purpose, the embodiment of national

unity, upon which alone we can escape the fate which the dark forces of reaction have

conceived for us. It is' in that spirit we must fight, it is for that we strive to

achieve victory, it is for that we must work and organise as have never done before,

it is for that we are ready to endure, and with strength and fortitude strike from

our path the perils that assail us*
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