
26/5/42 - No. 17

NEW M.O.I. APPOINTMENT

COLONEL P.L. VINING

Colonel P.L. Mining has been appointed Meetings Officer to

the London Region of the Ministry of Information.

Colonel Vining was educated at Clifton College and the Royal

Military Academy, Woolwich. He was commissioned in the Royal Field

Artillery, December 1910 and served throughout the Great War,

including the Retreat from Hons, He served on the staff of the

Commanders-in-Chief of the British Army of Occupation of the Rhine

and also of the Southern Command, Salisbury.

He has also seen service in Malta, Gibraltar and India.

Serving during the Waziristan campaign on the North Rest frontier

of India, he was mentioned in dispatches. He was appointed to the

command of the A.A. Brigade, R.A., 1938, with rank of Brigadier,
and retired after a serious illness in 1940, being later re-employed
as Colonel. He has now been retired, having reached the age limit of

51.

Meetings Branch is responsible for all meetings held under the

auspices of the Ministry of Information in the London Region. These

vary from the super Public mooting at which the audience may number

3,000 or 4,000 to the smallest type of Voluntary Society mooting where

there may be only 30 or 40 people present.

During 1941 the London Region office arranged 1,160 meetings of

all kinds, the total attendance being just under 300,000; in addition

to this something like 4?000 appeals were made through mobile loud

speaker units, and from Cinema stages, in connection with various

Government campaigns. In the first 4 months of 1942, 650 meetings

have been held attended by 130,395 people. The subjects dealt with by

Ministry speakers cover every phase of the Mar - from "Things we are

fighting for" to "The Pacific Today" - and are very well received by

audiences all over London, including regular meetings in Hyde Park and

other open spaces.
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