
HEADQUARTERS

United States Army Forces

in

The British Isles

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

A party of senior United States officers, headed by Lieutenant General

H.H. Arnold, Chief of the Amy Forces and near Admiral John H, Towers,

Chief of the United States Navy Bureau of Aeronautics, has arrived in Great

Britain, They will consult with British officials on details of Anglo-

American military cooperation.

The officers who accompanied them included Major General Dwight D.

Eisenhower, head of the Coerations Division of the War Department General

Staff and Major General Park W. Clark, Chief of Staff of the Army Ground

Forces.



REAR ADMIRAL JOHN H. TOWERS. U.S .NAVY

Rear Admiral Towers was born in Rome, Georgia on January

30, 1885. He graduated from the Ideal schools and in September, 1901,
entered the Georgia School of Technology for the civil engineering

course. He was appointed to the Naval Academy in the spring of 1902

and entered in August, 1902, graduating on September 12, 1906,

Upon graduation he was ordered to the USS 'KENTUCKY and

continued on duty on board that vessel until the summer of 1909, when

he was assigned to duty in connection with the fitting out of the USS

MICHIGAN, and was made Fire Control Officer and Spotter on that vessel

when it was placed in commission. In the spring of 1911, the MICHIGAN

won the trophy (Gunnery Trophy) and Battle Efficiency pennant and he

received letters of commendation from the President and the Secretary of

the Navy for the performance of his duties in connection with the winning
of those honors.

Rear Admiral Towers applied for aviation duty in November,
1910, and was 'ordered to such duty in the late spring of 1911, being

directed to report at Hammondsport, N.Y., for flight instruction under

Mr, Glenn Curtiss, He was one of the first three naval officers assigned
to aviation duty. In August, l9ll, he qualified as an aviator under the

Regulations of the Federation Aeronautique Internationale, In September,

1911, he was ordered to Annapolis Md, * where an aviatiori camp was

established and the instruction Of further officers began,
‘ In January,

1912, he was ordered to join the Curtiss Gamp at North Island, San

Diego, where further development of airplanes and seaplanes was being
undertaken, and, for a period of four months, acted as test pilot for Mr,

CurtiSs, ,
..

In May, 1912, Rear Admiral Towers returned to Annapolis,
Md,, where he was placed in charge of the Naval Aviation Camp and con-

tinued training and development work. In October of that year he made

a flight of six hours, ten minutes, in a Curtiss seaplane, thereby estab-

lishing a world*s record for endurance in a. seaplane 'and an American 4

record for endurance in any type of plane. In January, 1913, the Aviation

Camp under Rear Admiral Towers was moved to Guantanamo for the purpose

of operating with the Fleet, The camp returned to Annapolis : in April,
On 20 June, 1912 while flying as a passenger in a;Wright seaplane:, with

Ensign Billingsley as pilot, at ah altitude of 1,700 feet, both he and

Ensign Billingsley were thrown from the plane by a sudden atmospheric
disturbance. Ensign Billingsley fell clear and was killed, but Rear

Admiral Towers managed to grasp a forward projection'on thd plane and

fell with the plane, suffering severe injuries, .■ This accident-resulted

in the adoption of safety, belts, LI., aa.cjoj. vy

In January, 1914 by which time Naval Aviation had ex-

panded considerably, the camp was moved to Pensacola, Fla,, and Lieutenant

Commander H, C. Mustin placed in command with Rear Admiral Towers,
then a lieutenant, as Executive Officer, During the Mexican disturbance

that summer, Rear Admiral'■Towers .was in command of the Aviation Unit

established on shore at Vera Cruz« In June, 1914, at his own request,
Rear Admiral Towers Was .detailed to .temporary duty at Hammondsport in

connection with the proposed trans-Atlantic flight then being sponsored

by Mr, Rodman Wanamaker, Mr, Glenn Curtiss having nominated hit as. one

of the pilots for this .flight. On the outbreak, of .far the project was

abandoned and he was ordered to duty as an Aviation Observer in Europe
and was attached to the American Embassy in London, where he remained

for more than two years.



In the autumn of 1916 he was ordered to Washington

; and assigned to duty in Operations in charge of Naval Aviation under

that office. He was further ordered as Supervisor of the Naval

Aviation Flying Corps, which at that time was just being organized.

Upon the establishment of the Division of Aviation in Operations, he

was ordered to duty as Assistant Director of Naval Aviation and con-

tinued in that duty until February 1919, when tie was ordered to duty
in charge of the proposed^traps-Atlantic flight with NC seaplanes. He

Commanded this flight which was made in May 1919•

In the autumn of 1919 Rear Admiral Towers was ordered

to duty, as the Executive' Officer of the USS AROOSTOOK and Senior Aide

to Commander Aircraft Squadrons, Pacific;:Fleet, He continued duty in

various capacities in that Organization,until November, 1921, when he

was ordered as Executive Officer at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola,
In February, 1923, he was ordered to duty as Assistant Attache for

Aviation to the embassies at London, Paris.,: Rome, and Berlin, and the

Legation at.the Hague, He continued this. duty until September, 1925,
when he returned to the United States and was ordered almost immediately

a.s a member of the Court of Inquiry on" the SHENANDOAH, which duty he

continued until December of that year. He then proceeded to the West

Coast for duty as Executive Officer of. the USS LANGLEY, and in January,

1927, was placed in command of that vessel, which duty he continued -

until August, 1928, when he was ordered to the Bureau of Aeronautics as

head of Plans Division, On 24 April 1929 he was made Assistant Chief

of the Bureau of Aeronautics and in July of that year President Hoover

appointed him as a member of the National Advisory Committee on Aero-

nautics, He reported for duty as Chief of Staff, Aircraft, Battle

Force in June, 1931. * 1 .

He was detached from that duty, in May 1933 and after

completing the course at the Naval War College, Newport, R.
I.,

he was

in command of the Naval Air Station, San Diego, California, from June

30, 1934 until April 6, 1936, ‘when he became Chief of Staff of the

Commander Aircraft Battle Force, He was commanding officer of the

USS SARATOGA from April 21, 1937 until June, 1938, and reported for

duty as Assistant Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Department,
on July 2,1938.

He was appointed Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics

on June 1, 1939, and was promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral on

December 29, 1939*

Rear Admiral Towers has been awarded the following
medals and decorations:

Special Medal of Congress

Navy Cross.

Royal Air Force Cross of Great Britain,

Victory Medal

Commandant of the Order of Towers and

Sword of Portugal

Cuban Campaign, 1907

Mexican Campaign, 1914
NC Medal, 1930
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1901, entered the Georgia School of --Technology for the civil

engineering course. He was appointed to the. Naval headery in the

■spring of 1902 and entered in-August, 1902, graduating on September

12, 1906.

Upon graduation, ho was ordered to the USS KENTUOKY and

continued oh duty on board that yes eel until 1 the. sunder of 1909,
when be v;as assigned,to duty in connection-with the fitting out of

the USS MICHIGAN, and was made Fire Control Officer and Spotter on

that vessel when It was placed ,in commission. In the spring of 1911,

the Michigan won the trophy (Gunnery Trophy), and Battle Efficiency

pennant and ho received letters of commendation from the' president

and the Secretary of the Navy for the performance of his duties. In

connection with the winning, of those honors-.

Rear Admiral- Towers-, applied for aviation duty in Novcribor,

1910, and was ordered to-such duty in the lath spring of ; 1911, being

directed. to report at Hamondsport, N.Y., for ; flight instruction

under Hr, Glenn. .Curtiss, He '.as ene ©f the. first throe naval

officers■ assigned to aviation duty, -In August, Ifil, he qualified

as an aviator under the .Regulations of the Federation Aeronautique

Internationale, ••■!>?; September, 1911-, ’he was ordered to Annapolis,
Md,’where an aviation camp was established and the instruction of

further officers -began. In-January, 1912, he was to join

the Curtiss. Camp at North Island,> San Diego, where, further develop-
nent of airplanes and ■ seaplanes was being undertaken, raid, for a

period of four months* acted as test pilot’ for Nr,. Curtiss,

In May, 1912, Rear Admiral Towers returned to Annapolis, lid,,

where he was placed, in charge of the- Naval' Aviation Camp. and

continued training and development work. In October of that year

he made, a flight of sin hours, ten minutes, in a Curtiss seaplane,

■thereby establishing a. - world 1 s record for endurance' in a seaplane

'and oh American record for endurance in any type of plane. In

January, 1913, the Aviation Camp under Roar Admiral Towers was moved .
to Guantanamo for the purpose of operating with the Fleet, The

camp returned to Annapolis in April*. . On 20th June, 1912, while

flying as a passenger in a Wright seaplane, with Ensign Billingsley
as pilot, at on altitude of 1 ,700 feet, ..both ho end Ensign Billingsley

were thrown' from the plane by' a sudden atmospheric disturbance*

Ensign Billingsley foil clear and was killed, but Roar Admiral

Towers managed to grasp a forwardd projection on the plane and foil

with the plane, suffering severe injuries. This accident resulted

in the adoption of safety belts,

In January, 1914, by which time Naval 'Aviation had expanded,

considerably, the camp was moved to Pensacola, Fla.,, and Lieutenant

Commander H*C, Hustin was placed in., command with Rear Admiral Towers,
then a lieutenant, as Executive Officer, During the I lexicon

disturbance that summer, Rear Admiral Towers was in command of the

Aviation Unit established'oh shore at Vera Cruz, In June, 1914,
at his own request, Rear Admiral Towers was detailed to temporary

duty at Hammondsport in connection with the proposed trans-Atlantic

flight then being sponsored by Mr, Rodman Wanamaker, Mr. Glenn Curtiss

having nominated him as one of' the pilots for this flight. On the

outbreak of war, the project was abandoned and he was ordered to

duty as oil Aviation Observer in Europe and was attached to the

American Embassy in London, where he remained for more than two

years, *
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In the autumn of 1916 he was ordered to Washington and
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that office* He was further ordered as Supervisor of the Naval
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duty until September, 1923, when he returned to the United States and was

ordered almost immediately as a member of the Court of Inquiry on the

SHENANDOAH, which duty he continued until December of that year, He then

proceeded to the West Coast for duty as Executive Officer of the USS LANGLEY,
and in January, 1927? was placed in command, of that vessel, 'which duty he

continued until August, 1928., when he was ordered to the Bureau of Aeronautics

as head of Plans Division, On 24th April 1929 he was made Assistant Chief

of the ‘Bureau of Aeronautics and in July of that year President Hoover

appointed him as a member of the National Advisory Committee on Aeronautics,

He reported for duty as Chief of Staff, Aircraft, Battle Force in June, 1931*

He was detached from that duty in May 1933’ and after completing the

course at the Naval War College, Newport, R.I., he was in command of the

Naval Air Station, San Diego, California, from June 30, 1934 until April 6,

1936, when he became Chief of Staff of the Commander Aircraft Battle Force,

He was commanding officer of the USS SARATOGA from April 21, 1937 until

June, 1930, and reported for duty as Assistant Chief of the Bureau of

Aeronautics, Navy Department, on July 2, 1938,

He was appointed Chief of the Bureau of. aeronautics-on June 1, 1939,
and was promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral on December 29, 1939*

Rear Admiral Towers has been awarded the following medals and
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