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NEW GASTAPO DRIVE IN PARIS

83 arrests in 7 days, the discovery in a Paris basement of an organisation
for the production of forged German military passes, and details of an attempt to

blow up the anti-Bolshevik exhibition staged by the Germans in the Salle Wagram

- these revelations are contained in the latest weekly report of the Vichy

delegation in Occupied France which reached Free French Headtquarters to-day.

The report states:

"83 arrests have been effected in the last 7 days in the Paris area, mostly
in the working districts, where the R.A.F. bombardments continue to provoke
excitement and hostility towards the occupying authorities.

"In addition, acting on information obtained in the course of police raids

in these districts, arrests have boon made as far afield as Cherbourg, Tours,
Nantes, Evreux and Rouen.

"It is the aim of the police of the occupying authorities to catch the

organisers of groups of militant resistance, as the minor members of these groups
have become too numerous.

"In Paris 19 'key-men’ who assured the liaison between organisations in

Paris and the provinces have been arrested this week.

(The report then gives a list of the names of the ’key-men' arrested. They
include a young schoolmistress, a husband and wife owning a popular boulevard café

and a formerly well-known contributor to the Communist newspaper "L 'Humanite".)

"In the rue Geoffrey St Hilaire the political police (Gestapo) found in a

basement several printing presses and packets of forged identify cards, military
service books, ration cards and special passes, several thousand copies of pro-

Allied leaflets and over 300 remarkable reproductions of stomps used exclusively

by highly-placed members of the military and administrative staffs of the

occupying forces.

"Investigations into the attempt to blow up the recently-organised anti-

Bolshevik exhibition in the Salle Wagram have now been completed.

"At 19.30 two individuals entered the building and left a small black

valise under one of the stands. They were arrested on leaving and were found to

b e carrying automatic pistols.

"The valise contained an extremely high-powered explosive mechanism

controlled by a time-piece. This discovery led to a minute search of the premises,
and a second valise was found under another stand depicting the triumph of

German culture over Russian barbarism. In both cases the explosions were set

for 23.45.

"One of the two individuals arrested was of German nationality, and the other

was French. It has been discovered that both were implicated in the attack

on the German sentry who was shot to death at
41,

rue de Tanger, on March 1.

"So far the police have been unsuccessful in their efforts to trace the

accomplices of the two men."
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